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US will cancel sales of F-35s to Turkey 


By Karen DeYoung, Kareem Fahim 

AND KaROUN DeMIRJIAN 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday that the United States 
will cancel the purchase of more than 100 
F-35 fighter jets by Turkey because of its 
acquisition of a Russian antimissile de¬ 
fense system, even as his administration 
indicated it was still wrestling with sanc¬ 
tions mandated under US. law. 


“It’s not a fair situation,” Trump told 
reporters as he began a Cabinet meeting. 
Making clear his reluctance to ban the 
aircraft sale. Trump repeated his conten¬ 
tion that Turkey, a NATO ally, was forced 
to meet its defense needs by buying the 
Russian S-400 system because the Obama 
administration would not sell it the U.S.- 
made Patriot system. 

State Department spokeswoman Mor¬ 
gan Ortagus said that Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and Trump were “closely 


reviewing” the sanctions legislation and 
“will make a decision based on what they 
are required to do under US. law.” 

The 2017 Countering America’s Adver¬ 
saries Through Sanctions Act, or CAATSA, 
which also applies to North Korea and Iran, 
requires punitive US. measures against 
any entity that has “significant” dealings 
with the Russian defense industry. 

The law outlines 12 economic and other 
sanctions from which the president must 
choose at least five. It is unlikely that Tur¬ 


key would be eligible for a national security 
waiver contained in the legislation, which 
requires a recipient country to be demon¬ 
strably downgrading its security relation¬ 
ship with Russia rather than enhancing it. 

Any attempt by Trump to waive sanc¬ 
tions would be likely to run into strong bi¬ 
partisan opposition in Congress. “I think 
their only option there is ... what sanc¬ 
tions they should have,” said Sen. James 
Lankford, R-Okla., who co-wrote separate 
SEE TURKEY ON PAGE 2 




T would love to return’ 


This new Marine wants 
to deploy to Afghanistan 
much more than most 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 
AND Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

M arine Pvt. Atiqullah As- 
sadi remembers the 
Afghanistan of his child¬ 
hood vividly. 

The country’s mountains and vistas 
remind Assadi, who later grew up in 
Detroit, of western states like Colo¬ 
rado and Washington. 

“I would love to return,” said As¬ 
sadi, seated on the steps in front of 
a building at Parris Island, S.C., in a 
Marine Corps video released Monday. 
“It’s beautiful there ... other than the 
parts where, unfortunately, extrem¬ 
ism and the terrorists, you know, took 
over.” 

Assadi, who graduated from boot 
camp last week, would be among a 
small but valued number of native Af¬ 
ghan US. servicemembers fighting a 
war now in its 18th year. 

The video paired scenes from his 
home country with footage of him in 
Marine Corps basic training — clam¬ 
bering over obstacles, marching in 
formation and fighting hand-to-hand 
with fellow recruits. 


\ * * ’ 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

Pvt. Atiqullah Assadi, an Afghan-born Marine, 
was eager to return to his birth country to fi^t 
extremism after graduating from boot camp last 
week in Parris Island, S.C. 



SEE MARINE ON PAGE 9 
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Turkey: US had warned of 
sanctions, termination of sale 
if S-400 purchase proceeded 



Kang Jong-min, Newsis/AP 


The U.S. said it will cancel the sale of F-35 fighter jets, like the one above, to Turkey due to the Turkish 
government’s decision to acquire Russian-made air defenses. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

legislation requiring the admin¬ 
istration to cancel Turkey’s F-35 
purchases — as well as Turkey’s 
participation in building the 
plane — if it bought the Russian 
system. 

Sen. James Risch, R-Idaho, the 
chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, said that the situation 
was “nothing to be trifled with. 
We need to do exactly what we’ve 
said we were going to do.” Turkey, 
Risch said, “need(s) to look in the 
mirror and really, soberly assess 
which side of the line they want to 
be on.” 

Democratic colleagues agreed. 

“The whole point of enacting 
CAATSA was to say to countries 
that were considering closer part¬ 
nership with Russia on a strategic 
basis, ‘There will be consequenc¬ 
es,”’ said Sen. Christopher Coons, 
D-Del. 

Though State Department, 
Pentagon and White House of¬ 
ficials have warned repeatedly 
over the past year that sanctions, 
and termination of the F-35 sale, 
were inevitable if Turkey’s pur¬ 
chase of the S-400 defense system 
proceeded, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said 
he thinks Trump will find a way 
to avoid taking action. 

Trump expressed sympathy 
for Erdogan’s position last month 
after the two leaders met at the 
Group of 20 summit in Japan, say¬ 
ing that Turkey was not “treated 
fairly” by the Obama administra¬ 
tion when Ankara tried to buy the 
Patriot system. Other administra¬ 


tion officials have said that is not 
true, that Turkey did not like the 
terms offered by either the Obama 
or Trump administrations. Trump 
administration efforts to strike 
a deal on the Patriots continued 
until the S-400 delivery began, of¬ 
ficials said. 

NATO has said that alliance 
member Turkey’s possession of 
the S-400 is “incompatible” with 
deployment of the F-35, because 
the aircraft’s stealth technology 
could be vulnerable to being com¬ 
promised if it is in proximity to 
the Russian system. The imposi¬ 
tion of U.S. sanctions would mark 
the first time one member of the 
alliance has taken such action 
against another. 

“You’ve also not had a NATO 
ally go purchase Russian equip¬ 
ment,” Lankford said. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who 
said a sanctions waiver “would 
be a mistake,” raised what he 
said were “legitimate questions” 
about possible Turkish retalia¬ 
tion. Turkey, he said, could place 
restrictions on U.S. use of Tur¬ 
key’s Incirlik air base to launch 
bombing raids into Syria and Iraq 
and could step up its military ag¬ 
gression against Kurdish allies of 
the United States in northeastern 
Syria. 

Mark Esper, Trump’s nominee 
to be defense secretary, said Tur¬ 
key’s decision to go ahead with 
the Russian purchase was “disap¬ 
pointing.” Esper, who served as 
acting secretary until his nomi¬ 
nation this week, told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on 
Tuesday that he had warned the 


Turkish defense minister that 
“you can either have the S-400 or 
you can have the F-35. You cannot 
have both.” 

Confirmation of the F-35 can¬ 
cellation followed Turkey’s ob¬ 
servance Monday of the third 
anniversary of a failed coup 
against Erdogan’s government in 
which more than 250 people were 
killed. During the coup attempt, a 
renegade faction in the military 
was able to commandeer F-16 
warplanes that at one point were 
sent to shoot down Erdogan’s 
plane. That was a factor in the 
Turkish president’s decision to 
purchase the Russian air defense 
system — which Moscow prom¬ 
ised it could deliver faster and at 
a lower price than the Patriot sys¬ 
tem, diplomats and analysts said. 

S-400 components have been 
delivered over the past few days 


to the same air base outside An¬ 
kara that the coup plotters used as 
a base of operations. 

The S-400 “will be assembled 
completely by April 2020,” Er¬ 
dogan said in Istanbul at one of 
Monday’s events. “Eight planes 
have come. And the others are 
coming,” he said of the Russian 
deliveries. “We stood tall; we did 
not become hostile. But we are 
Turkish — we stand behind the 
promises we make.” 

Turkey received more compo¬ 
nents of the air defense system 
Tuesday as another Russian cargo 
plane — the 12th so far —arrived 
at the Murted air base, accord¬ 
ing to the state-run Anadolu news 
agency. 

As Erdogan’s government 
braced for sanctions from the 
White House, Ankara was dealt 
another economic blow this 


week when the European Union 
imposed its own sanctions over 
Turkey’s drilling for gas in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

On Monday, the EU announced 
that it was suspending talks with 
Turkey over an aviation agree¬ 
ment and was reducing financial 
assistance. EU foreign ministers, 
meeting in Brussels, also said 
they would ask the European In¬ 
vestment Bank to review lending 
to Turkey over the drilling near 
the island of Cyprus. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mev- 
lut Cavusoglu brushed off the 
sanctions Tuesday and vowed that 
Turkey would send an additional 
ship to the eastern Mediterra¬ 
nean. “If you take such decisions 
against Turkey, we will increase 
activities,” he said during a visit 
to North Macedonia, according to 
Anadolu. 
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Banding together 

Families of military killed in training 
accidents push lawmakers into action 



Courtesy of Winston Crosby 


Firstst Lt. Conor McDowell and Kathleen Isabel Bourque are shown in September 
2018. McDowell was killed in a vehicle rollover accident at Camp Pendleton in May. 


By Erika I. Ritchie 

The Orange County (Calif.) Register 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. — Susan 
and Michael McDowell attended a memo¬ 
rial in June for their son, 1st Lt. Conor Mc¬ 
Dowell. Kathleen Isabel Bourque, the love 
of Conor’s life, joined them. None of them 
had anticipated what they would be going 
through. 

Conor, the McDowells’ only child, was 
killed during a vehicle rollover accident 
in the Las Pulgas area of Camp Pendleton 
during routine Ma¬ 
rine training on May 
9. He was 24. 

Just weeks before 
that emotional cer¬ 
emony, Alexandrina 
Braica, her husband 
and five children at¬ 
tended a similar me¬ 
morial at the same 
military base, this to 
honor Staff Sgt. Josh¬ 
ua Braica, a member 
of the 1st Marine Raider Battalion who 
also was killed in a rollover accident, on 
April 13, at age 29. 

Braica, of Sacramento, was married and 
had a dVi-month-old son. 

“To see the love they had for Josh and 
to see the respect and appreciation was 
very emotional,” Alexandrina Braica said 
of the battalion. “They spoke very highly 
of him and what a great leader he was. One 
of his commanders said, ‘He was already 
the man he was because of the way he was 
raised.’ As parents, we were given some 
credit.” 

While the tributes helped the McDowells 
and Braicas process their grief, the fami¬ 
lies remain unclear about what caused the 
training fatalities. They expected their 
sons eventually would deploy and put their 
lives at risk, but they didn’t expect either 
would die while training on base. 

“We’re all still in denial. ‘Did this really 
happen? Is he really gone?”’ Braica said. 
“When I got the phone call. Josh was not on 
my mind. That’s why we were at peace. He 
was always in training and I never felt that 
it would happen at Camp Pendleton.” 

What they know 

Braica and two fellow Marines were rid¬ 
ing in a Polaris MRZR, made to go at high 
speeds on rugged terrain. The only infor¬ 
mation released to the family by the Ma¬ 
rine Corps is that Braica, the driver, came 
upon an obstacle along the roadway and 
swerved to avoid hitting it. In doing so, the 
vehicle rolled. 

In McDowell’s case, he was in a light 
armored vehicle at the head of a convoy of 
four as they drove along undulating terrain 
not far from the coast. Marines who were 
in the vehicle told McDowell’s father that a 
heavy marine layer and high grasses made 
it difficult to see. 

Suddenly, they said, McDowell’s vehicle 
went head-over-heels and landed on its 
side, crushing McDowell, who had been 
manning the vehicle’s turret. Six other 
Marines in the vehicle suffered minor 
injuries. 

Recently, Bourque came across some 
of McDowell’s field manuals, in which he 
penned daily accounts of his training, de¬ 
tailing concerns: 


“Blue Platoon 1 had a rollover,” he wrote 
Dec. 2, 2018. “No injuries, LAV dropped 8 
feet onto the turret and then onto its side. 
Marines will be assessed and cared for. 
LAV will remain in place, until daylight.... 
Seven Marines were on board. My job just 
got a lot more serious. ... This isn’t the end 
of the world but we got really lucky. LAV 
just rolled over at Ft. Irwin in blackout con¬ 
ditions. This is the second Charlie Company 
rollover in two months.... It’s a miracle no 
one was killed.... This is a reminder that at 
any moment, through careless actions even 
in training. Marines can die.” 

A push for action 

While both incidents remain under in¬ 
vestigation, the families are not just wait¬ 
ing around for details. They have banded 
together with families of other rollover vic¬ 
tims to push lawmakers into action—to de¬ 
termine what’s causing the rise in training 
accidents and how they can be curtailed. 

“We are fighting to stop more needless, 
preventable military deaths of our young 
men and women, and we are just begin¬ 
ning to fight and will keep at it with dog¬ 
gedness and energy,” Michael McDowell 
said. “We will not rest til we have reduced 
drastically these heartbreaking deaths.” 

There have been eight rollovers reported 
in the last five years at Camp Pendleton. A 
sailor was seriously injured in 2016 when 
a vehicle flipped; three Marines were 
injured in September 2017 when a tank 
rolled; and in the two most recent cases, 
there were two fatalities and five non-life- 
threatening injuries. In the other instances 
there were no injuries or fatalities, accord¬ 
ing to the Naval Safety Center. 

The trend is not isolated to Camp 
Pendleton. 

On May 28, Lance Cpl. Hans Sandoval- 
Pereyra, 21, of Fairfax, Va., was killed 
when the Humvee he was riding in went 
off the road in the Northern Territory of 
Australia. A second Marine was treated 
for minor injuries in the crash. 

The Army, too, has seen its share of in¬ 
cidents, reporting 14 fatalities involving 
vehicles — eight from rollovers — in fiscal 
year 2018-19, which began Oct. 1. Between 
2015 and 2018, there were a total of 14 roll¬ 
over fatalities, said Jason Waggoner, an 
Army spokesman. 

In January, Army Spc. Octavious Lakes 
Jr., 22, died when a Bradley Infantry 
Fighting Vehicle rolled over at the Army 
National Training Center at Fort Irwin in 
the Mojave Desert. Also at Fort Irwin, on 
June 3, Army Staff Sgt. David Gallagher, 
51, was killed and three other soldiers were 
injured when an Ml Abrams tank rolled. 

Army Staff Sgt. Jacob Hess, of the 97th 
Civil Affairs Battalion (Special Forces), 
died May 15, at age 34, in a Humvee roll¬ 
over at Fort Polk, La.; 12 other soldiers 
were injured. 

West Point Cadet Chris Morgan died 


June 6 when a cargo truck rolled over on 
its way to field exercises. 

Most recently, on June 14, Spc. Marquise 
Gabriel Elliott, a U.S. Army paratrooper 
stationed in Alaska, died in a vehicle roll¬ 
over accident. 

Last month, in response to the incidents, 
the Army launched a safety video in which 
U.S. Army Forces Command Sgt. Mqj. Mi¬ 
chael Grinston warned soldiers against 
driving vehicles they’re not trained for. In 
the video, Grinston said Army motor ve¬ 
hicle mishaps are the No. 1 killers of Army 
soldiers. 

The incidents over the past few months 
continue a trend of military training deaths 
and injuries that began in 2015. 

In 2017, there were four times as many 
deaths among servicemembers in train¬ 
ing (80) as in combat (21) throughout the 
armed forces. 

In 2018, there were nine training deaths 
in the Marine Corps, and this year 10 Ma¬ 
rines have died while training, according 
to Marine Headquarters at the Pentagon. 
In 2018, the Air Force reported 20 non¬ 
combat training deaths. 

A report released in May by Congres¬ 
sional Research Services shows that of the 
16,652 active-duty deaths in the armed 
forces from 2006 to 2018,31.9% were train¬ 
ing accidents, compared with 16.3% in 
combat. The remaining active-duty deaths 
were related to homicide, suicide, illness 
and other causes. Suicides accounted for 
23.3% of active-duty deaths. 

Training injuries and fatalities have 
become common enough, and systemic 
enough, that officials are paying attention. 

On June 11, U.S. Sens. Benjamin Car¬ 
din, D-Md., and Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., 
co-wrote a letter to Secretary of the Navy 
Richard Spencer voicing their concerns 
about the number of recent training acci¬ 
dents in the armed forces. McDowell was 
one of their constituents. 

“We would like you to personally look 
into these recent incidents and evaluate 
whether or not there should be additional 
measures taken during these training mis¬ 
sions,” they wrote. 

On June 26, Cardin introduced an 
amendment to the 2020 National Defense 
Authorization Act, an approval of defense 
spending by the Senate, which would re¬ 
quire the secretary of defense to report to 
Congress the number of fatalities that occur 
during training. The amendment pushes 


for an analysis of recent training deaths 
and whether there are trends emerging, 
specifically regarding vehicle rollovers. It 
also asks for recommendations on prevent¬ 
ing training deaths and injuries. 

“To ensure that our soldiers, sailors, air¬ 
men, and Marines are the best fighting 
force in the world, our military necessar¬ 
ily exercises them in demanding and re¬ 
alistic training,” Cardin wrote. “Effective 
military training builds readiness, tactical 
proficiency and competence, and increas¬ 
es the confidence of our military force to 
win wars. I am concerned, however, that, 
under the guise of ‘realistic training,’ the 
military is assuming unnecessary risk that 
has resulted in an alarming increase in 
servicemembers’ training-related deaths.” 

Seeking a cause 

Military experts have offered sever¬ 
al reasons for the mishaps, including a 
stepped-up deployment schedule, older 
equipment and delayed maintenance be¬ 
cause spare parts are scarce. 

Retired Marine Col. Walt Yates, who 
was the Program Manager for Training 
Systems at Marine Corps Systems Com¬ 
mand, said he wonders what role drivers’ 
decision-making and training play in the 
recent accidents. 

Regarding the death of McDowell, who 
was to be buried with full honors at Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery on Wednesday he 
said: “If the investigation assigns respon¬ 
sibility for the mishap to the driver of that 
vehicle then the investigation should also 
thoroughly examine whether the training 
provided to this Marine and other LAV 
drivers is sufficient and realistic enough to 
develop the skills they need to safely oper¬ 
ate the vehicle.” 

In an article in the June issue of the Ma¬ 
rine Corps Gazette, a professional journal 
of the Marine Corps, Yates examined what 
programs the Marine Corps has or has not 
implemented to help with driver training. 
“Reliance solely upon on-the-job training 
in the vehicle to maintain and improve 
skill would never be accepted as satisfac¬ 
tory for Marine aviators who must train in 
high-fidelity simulators to be certified to 
fly the actual aircraft,” he wrote. 

“If training was insufficient to develop 
the necessary skills to safely operate the 
LAV then the Marine Corps should ac¬ 
knowledge this in the investigation in 
order to correct the deficiency and to pre¬ 
vent scapegoating a Marine who had not 
received adequate training.” 

Yates recommends that every Marine 
driving any vehicle go through a scenario 
of weather conditions and terrain in a sim¬ 
ulator before driving during training. 

“In aviation, it doesn’t matter how senior 
you are,” he said. “If your simulator train¬ 
ing is out of date, you can’t fly. In ground 
vehicles, which are less expensive and 
don’t fall out of the sky, they let it happen.” 


We are fighting to stop more needless, preventable 
military deaths of our young men and women, and we 
are just beginning to fight... We will not rest til we 
have reduced drastically these heartbreaking deaths. ^ 

Michael McDowell 

father of 1st Lt. Conor McDowell 



Braica 
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Records: USAF major accused in 
wife's death hid body under cow 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Air Force 
Reserve M^. Andre McDonald 
attempted to hide his wife’s body 
with the remains of a dead cow 
in a rural area miles from their 
San Anto¬ 
nio home 
where he is 
believed 
have killed 
her, accord¬ 
ing to Bexar 
County court 
documents. 

McDon¬ 
ald, 40, was 
arrested and 

charged by McDonald 
the county 

sheriff’s office on Saturday with 
the murder of his wife Andreen 
McDonald, 29, whose remains 
were found Thursday on private 
property about 6 miles from the 
couple’s home, according to court 
records. Andreen McDonald was 
last seen Feb. 28. 

Andre McDonald was charged 
and arrested in March for tam¬ 
pering with evidence after he re¬ 
ported his wife missing. Evidence 
found in the home at that time 



showed he purchased items such 
as an axe, shovel and hatchet the 
day after she was reported miss¬ 
ing and then he tried to destroy 
the receipt. He was released on 
bond and under house arrest 
when Andreen McDonald’s body 
was found and he was subse¬ 
quently taken into custody again. 

Details in the court records 
also revealed Andre McDonald 
attempted to set fire to the area 
where his wife’s remains were 
found and the couple’s daughter 
might have witnessed the events. 

A friend of Andreen McDonald 
told police that while helping care 
for Andreen’s daughter since her 
disappearance, the young girl, 
who is on the autism spectrum 
and mostly nonverbal, had men¬ 
tioned “Andre hurting mommy,” 
according to the court records. 
The friend had also witnessed the 
girl putting her doll in a circle of 
rocks, covering it with sticks, and 
then asking for “the fire.” 

“I don’t know how much the 
little girl knows,” Sheriff Javier 
Salazar said during a news con¬ 
ference Saturday. “We are still of 
the belief this little girl witnessed 
some things in connection with 


the death of her mom.” 

Andreen McDonald’s remains 
were found when the owner of 
the property asked a friend to 
help remove two cow skulls that 
the landowner knew were lo¬ 
cated on his 50 acres, according 
to the court records. The friend 
discovered what he believed to 
be a human skull and bones, and 
evidence at the scene showed the 
area had been set on fire, accord¬ 
ing to the court records. 

Andreen McDonald’s remains 
were identified using dental re¬ 
cords, and Andre McDonald was 
taken into custody Saturday with¬ 
out incident, Salazar said. 

The sheriff did not speculate 
on a motive for the killing and 
believes Andre McDonald acted 
alone. 

Andre McDonald served as a 
cyberwarfare officer with the 
426th Network Warfare Squadron 
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lack¬ 
land, according to a statement 
from the Air Force Personnel 
Center. 

Andre McDonald’s bond was 
set at $2 million and he was in 
Bexar County Jail. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Air Force NCO behind 
racist online video 
separated from service 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — An Air 
Force noncommissioned of¬ 
ficer who made headlines last 
year for a racist rant that she 
posted to social media is no 
longer in the service, person¬ 
nel officials confirmed. 

Geraldine Lovely, who last 
served as a staff sergeant at 
Nellis Air Force Base in Ne¬ 
vada, was separated from the 
Air Force on April 5, accord¬ 
ing to information provided by 
the Air Force Personnel Cen¬ 
ter. The reason for her sepa¬ 
ration and the nature of her 
discharge were not provided 
due to privacy restrictions, the 
Air Force said. 

In January 2018, Lovely 
posted a video of herself in a 
private Facebook forum that 
was shared publicly and went 
viral. The video featured a 
profanity-laced rant about 
black female subordinates. At 
the time the video was posted. 
Lovely was a technical ser- 



Screengrab from Facebook video 


Then-Tech. Sgt. Geraldine 
Lovely, who posted a video 
on Facebook ranting about 
black female subordinates, is 
no longer in the service. 

geant with the 99th Force 
Support Squadron. She was 
demoted Feb. 13, just weeks 
after posting the video. 

She entered the Air Force 
in November 2008 and last 
worked as a dining facility 
manager. 
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US Army Garrison 
Japan welcomes 
9th commander 



Col. Thomas Matelski, the new commander of U.S. Army Garrison Japan, is congratulated after a change 
of command ceremony at Camp Zama, Japan, on Wednesday. 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — Com¬ 
mand of U.S. Army Garrison 
Japan has passed to an experi¬ 
enced civil affairs and command 
staff officer. 

Col. Thomas Matelski, a native 
of Racine, Wis., took over from 
Col. Phillip Gage on Wednes¬ 
day during a ceremony at Camp 
Zama, not far from Tokyo in 
Kanagawa prefecture. In his pre¬ 
vious assignment, Matelski di¬ 
rected the Commander’s Action 
Group for U.S. Indo-Pacific Com¬ 
mand in Hawaii. 

He said he looks forward to 
being back in command. He last 
commanded the 97th Civil Af¬ 
fairs Battalion (Airborne) before 
a string of staff positions. 

Holding back tears. Gage 
thanked his staff for their hard 
work and support during his two- 
year tenure. 


“I’m going to try not to get 
emotional, but it’s hard,” he said 
during his speech. “Your contri¬ 
butions behind the scenes made 
all the difference.” 

Gage, twice awarded the Le¬ 
gion of Merit, is a native of Diboll, 
Texas, and a graduate of Texas 
A&M University. He is returning 
to Texas to become the assistant 
chief of staff at Joint Base San 
Antonio. 

Army Garrison Japan en¬ 
compasses 15 installations from 
northern Honshu, the largest is¬ 
land of Japan, to Okinawa. The 
garrison provides support servic¬ 
es and base operations for Army 
operational units. It includes 
more than 12,000 personnel, in¬ 
cluding Japanese employees and 
family members. 

Christine Altendorf, direc¬ 
tor of Installation Management 
Command-Pacific, said Gage 
successfully led one of the most 
geographically diverse com¬ 


mands in the Army. 

Matelski started his Army ca¬ 
reer in 1991 as an administra¬ 
tive specialist. Working his way 
through the enlisted ranks, he 
was commissioned a chemical 
corps officer in 1995 through 
ROTC at Marquette University. 

Matelski, the ninth commander 


of Army Garrison Japan, thanked 
Lt. Gen. Kevin Schneider, com¬ 
mander of U.S. Forces Japan 
and the 5th Air Force, for attend¬ 
ing and said he looked forward 
to Schneider’s guidance and 
mentorship. 

“U.S. Army Garrison Japan’s 
achievements are incredible. 


and I look forward to working 
with you all,” Matelski said in a 
short speech to more than 200 
attendees from all U.S. service 
branches and the Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force. 

godbold.theroniastripes.com 
Twitter: (aOodboldTheron 
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Maj. Gen. Gilland assumes helm of 2nA ID 



Kim GAMEL/Stars and Stripes 


Maj. Gen. Steve Gilland, second from left, accepts the 2nd Infantry 
Division colors from Eighth Army commander Lt. Gen. Michael Bills, 
left, at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Wednesday. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The former comman¬ 
dant of cadets at West Point 
assumed the helm of the 2nd In¬ 
fantry Division on Wednesday 
as senior officials insisted that 
changes to military exercises to 
facilitate nuclear talks with North 
Korea have not diminished the 
ability to “fight tonight.” 

M^. Gen. Steve Gilland, who 
took command from Mgj. Gen. 
Scott McKean during a ceremo¬ 
ny at the Warrior Division’s new 
headquarters on Camp Hum¬ 
phreys, inherits the challenge of 
balancing the need to maintain 
readiness with diplomatic efforts 
to persuade the North to give up 
its nuclear weapons. 

The change of command comes 
less than a year after the 2nd ID 
vacated its longtime home at 
Camp Red Cloud near the bor¬ 
der with North Korea as part of a 
long-planned relocation. 

McKean, who will become 
chief of staff for US. Central 
Command, oversaw the division’s 
move to Humphreys, a sprawl¬ 
ing base some 55 miles south of 
Seoul. 

He said the move has allowed 
the division to practice rail move¬ 
ments and convoy operations as 


units need to regularly commute 
north to remaining installations. 

McKean also dismissed 
concerns that the decision to 
scale back joint military drills 
with South Korea has harmed 
readiness. 

“This division is ready to fight 
and fight right now,” he told re¬ 
porters in brief remarks before 
the change of command ceremo¬ 
ny. “This division trains every 


day. It trains combined with our 
[South Korean] partners and 
we maintain a very high level of 
readiness at all times.” 

The military has canceled the 
main exercises that took place 
twice a year, replacing them with 
lower profile drills after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump announced 
he was “stopping the war games” 
following his first summit with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 


Un on June 12, 2018. 

The North, which considers 
the drills to be rehearsals for an 
invasion, has not been mollified. 
The communist state warned on 
Tuesday that it may reconsider 
plans to resume working-level ne¬ 
gotiations over its nuclear weap¬ 
ons program if the next round 
of exercises occurs as expected 
later this summer. It also hinted 
it may restart nuclear and missile 
tests over the joint drills. 

But in a sign of the extent to 
which tensions have been reduced 
since McKean took command 
two years ago, nobody mentioned 
North Korea at Wednesday’s 
ceremony. 

“Over the past few years in the 
midst of exceptional change in the 
Northeast Asia region, the eyes 
of the world were upon Korea ... 
as the soldiers of 2ID are always 
prepared to fight tonight,” Lt. 
Gen. Michael Bills, the Eighth 
Army commander, said after the 
passing of the colors. 

He praised McKean for leading 
the division through 15 rotational 
transitions from battalion to bri¬ 
gade levels as well as more than 
90 operational and tactical train¬ 
ing events, one-third of which 
were combined with South Ko¬ 
reans at the level of battalion and 
above. He also said the division 
conducted 65 no-notice emergen¬ 


cy deployment readiness exercis¬ 
es during McKean’s tenure. 

“Even with the constant focus 
on readiness, training, rotational 
units and the friction of person¬ 
nel turnover the Warrior Division 
seamlessly transitioned 6,930 sol¬ 
diers and their equipment from 
across four camps to consolidate 
on Camp Humphreys,” Bills 
added. 

Gilland, originally from Rock 
Island, Ill., graduated from 
West Point as an infantry offi¬ 
cer in 1990 and went on to earn 
a master’s degree in military op¬ 
erational art and science from the 
Air Force Command and Staff 
College. He became the 77th 
commandant of cadets at the US. 
military academy in June 2017. In 
that role, Gilland had responsibil¬ 
ity for discipline and training for 
4,200 West Point cadets. 

The 2nd Infantry Division is 
the Army’s only permanently 
forward deployed and combined 
division. 

Some 28,500 American ser- 
vicemembers are stationed in 
South Korea, which remains 
technically at war with the North 
since the 1950-53 Korean War 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Troops volunteer time to 
clean up Okinawa school 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

GINOWAN, Okinawa — Sailors, Ma¬ 
rines and the students of AmerAsian 
School in Okinawa recently picked up 
brooms and paint brushes to tidy up the 
campus before the start of the next school 
term in the fall. 

A group of 30 servicemembers volun¬ 
teered their free time Monday to help 
clean hallways, classrooms and outdoor 
areas. 

“The kids are excited to see them and 
have role models to look up to,” said prin¬ 
cipal Ayako Komine. 

AmerAsian School in Okinawa is a non¬ 
profit organization established in 1998 
by mothers who needed a school for their 
mixed-race children, according to the 
school’s website. 

“Five mothers of half-American and 
half-Japanese children began homeschool¬ 
ing their kids,” Komine said of the school’s 
origin. “Kids who were either facing some 
sort of discrimination or bullying in the 
Japanese public school system started 
contacting these mothers to see if they can 
join in the initiative.” 

Since 1985, Japan’s Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion, Culture, Sports, Science and Tech¬ 
nology has kept a record of incidents of 
bullying, or ijime, and reported a record 
high number of414,378 cases across Japan 
during the 2017 school year. 

AmerAsian School has 67 students and 
11 full-time teachers who instruct prekin¬ 
dergarten to ninth grade in English and 
Japanese. Each class has an average of 
five or six students. 


Komine said most of the students come 
from retired military families or have a 
servicemember parent who left Japan. 

To reach out to those children, service- 
members have visited the school three 
times in the past academic year to help 
arrange classrooms, paint outdoor picnic 
tables and build a miniature library in the 
hallway. 

Lance Cpl. RyanDave Eban volunteered 
on all three occasions. He was inspired 
to join the Marines and to help out at the 
school based on the humanitarian assis¬ 
tance provided by US. servicemembers 
that he saw growing up in the Philippines, 
he said. 

“I feel proud and happy to give back,” 
Eban said. “When you’re cleaning with 
them, that’s always a good part because 
they look at you in awe and like a good 
example.” 

He said he hopes his volunteering can 
inspire others, counter the negative image 
created by protests outside US. bases on 
the island and counter the bad behavior of 
some servicemembers. 

Most U.S. troops are kindhearted and 
are willing to give back to the communi¬ 
ties where they serve, he said. 

After cleaning the school, painting 
scuffed walls and organizing supplies, the 
servicemembers found time to play games 
with small groups of students around cam¬ 
pus before leaving for the day. 

“It’s great to have them around and we 
very much appreciate their help,” Komine 
said. “We’re really glad that this relation¬ 
ship has continued to develop.” 

vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 




Above: Lance 
Cpl. Brandon 
Neth, of Combat 
Logistics Battalion 
4, cleans the 
courtyard of the 
AmerAsian School 
in Ginowan, 
Okinawa, on 
Monday. Left: A 
Marine assigned 
to Combat 
Logistics Battalion 
4 plays with a 
student at the 
school. 

Carlos Vazquez 
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Baby’s death at unlicensed day care rnled a homicide 


Honolulu Police Department investigating infant’s death on Aliamanu Military Reservation 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — The death of a 
7-month-old girl in February at an unlicensed 
day care in a Hawaii military housing com¬ 
plex is now being investigated as a homicide. 

The Honolulu Police Department has re¬ 
classified its investigation into the death of 
Abigail Lobisch from an unattended death to 
manslaughter, the agency said in a statement 
Tuesday. 

The Honolulu Medical Examiner’s Office, 
which has concluded its autopsy into the cause 
and manner of the death, had not publicly re¬ 
leased those findings as of Tuesday, which 
would have been the girl’s first birthday. 

Abigail and her 2-year-old brother spent 
the night of Feb. 23 at a home day care at the 
Army-managed Aliamanu Military Reserva¬ 


tion in Honolulu. The next day, Anna Lobisch, 
the children’s mother, received a text message 
from the day care operator: “Come now.” 

When Lobisch arrived, military police were 
already at the scene and informed her that 
Abigail was dead. 

The day care operator, whose husband was 
in the Navy, no longer lives in Aliamanu, ac¬ 
cording to recent divorce filings in Hawaii 
First Circuit Family Court. 

Stars and Stripes is not identifying the op¬ 
erator because no charges have been filed. 
According to court documents, she is now 
without a permanent address and is “couch 
surfing” in the Honolulu area. 

Military police had shut down the unli¬ 
censed day care several times in the months 
preceding Abigail’s death, but it had quickly 
resumed operation each time. 

Several days after the death, residents of 


Aliamanu — including one neighbor who had 
repeatedly reported to military police her 
eyewitness accounts of unsupervised toddlers 
— berated Army officials during a town hall 
meeting at Fort Shafter that was intended to 
address Army housing problems. 

In the wake of the child’s death, U.S. Army 
Hawaii began an investigation into the han¬ 
dling of complaints for this day care, how 
home-based child care was being admin¬ 
istered in general on its installations, the 
prevalence of unauthorized day care and the 
adequacy of policies dealing with unlicensed 
providers. 

The investigation has been completed, but 
the Army does not plan on releasing its find¬ 
ings, said Dennis Drake, spokesman for Army 
Garrison Hawaii. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 

Twitter: @WyattWOIson 



Courtesy of Anna Lobisch 


The death of 7-month-old 
Abigail Lobisch at an unlicensed 
day care in a military housing 
complex in Honolulu is being 
investigated as a homicide. 


Iran says it 
aided tanker 
in key strait 

The Washington Post 



DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Iran says it came to the assis¬ 
tance of a foreign oil tanker that 
broke down in the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz as international concern is 
mounting over the fate of an Emi- 
rati-linked ship that went missing 
in Iranian waters three days ago. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man, Abbas Mousavi, said the 
tanker was approached by Ira¬ 
nian forces after sending out a 
distress call and was towed into 
Iranian waters for repairs. 

“A foreign oil tanker encoun¬ 
tered a problem in the Persian 
Gulf due to technical failure and 
Iranian forces, in accordance 
with international regulations, 
rushed to help it after receiving a 
distress call,” Mousavi was quot¬ 
ed by Iranian media on Wednes¬ 
day as saying. 

Iran then “pulled it toward 
Iranian waters with a tugboat in 
order to carry out the necessary 
repairs,” Mousavi said, adding 
that more information on the in¬ 
cident would be announced later. 

His remarks followed reports 
that the Panama-flagged Riah, 
an oil tanker based in the United 
Arab Emirates, disappeared in 
Iranian waters late Saturday. 
Shipping tracking data showed 
that it was on its way to Sharjah in 
the UAE before it stopped trans¬ 
mitting its position off the coast of 
Iran’s Qeshm Island in the Strait 
of Hormuz, the world’s most im¬ 
portant oil choke point. 

Both Emirati and U.S. officials 
said that the Riah, a small oil- 
products tanker, did not send a 
distress call. 

A U.S. defense official, speak¬ 
ing on the condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity of the 
situation, said Tuesday that the 
U.S. military was aware of the 
disappearance and had no addi¬ 
tional information to share at this 
time. 
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Aussies storm beach during Talisman Sabre 



Troops lead their first 
amphibious assault 
since World War II 

By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

LANGHAM BEACH, Australia—About 
15 geared-up Australian soldiers piled into 
an LCM-IE open-air amphibious trans¬ 
port dock, ready for battle with their faces 
painted green, brown and black. 

Their mission: Liberate the fictional 
country of Legais from enemy forces 
through an amphibious assault, seizing an 
airfield and port. 

Tuesday marked the first time Austra¬ 
lia has led a beach assault since World 
War II, with the help of U.S., New Zealand, 
United Kingdom and Japan forces. The 
practice assault was the start of the peak 
action for Talisman Sabre, a biennial mili¬ 
tary exercise led by US. and Australian 
forces off the eastern coast of Queensland, 
Australia. 

The amphibious landing practice was 
one of the most important portions of the 
monthlong exercise, M^j. Gen. Roger 
Noble, deputy chief of joint operations for 
the Australian Defence Force, said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

“The relationship between Australia and 
the United States is the cornerstone of our 
regional stability. Practicing [working to¬ 
gether] builds our flexibility to achieve our 
shared aims,” he said. “A credible amphib¬ 
ious capability significantly broadens the 
options for Australia and the United States 
to fulfil these requirements.” 

Unlike the US., the Australian military 
does not have a dedicated amphibious 
force. Instead, the Australian army rotates 
soldiers through land and sea postings, and 
the Australian navy is in charge of sailing 
them close to the beach for assaults. 

“This is completely foreign to almost 
all of us,” said Capt. Matthew Stevens, of 
the Royal Australian Army’s 7th Infantry 
Regiment, who led the group of soldiers on 
the amphibious landing craft Tuesday. 

Also on board the transport dock were 
two light armored vehicles, each of which, 
despite the name, weighs 14 tons. It was 
the first time the Australians used these 
eight-wheeled amphibious reconnaissance 
vehicles in Talisman Sabre, Stevens said. 

“It’s an exciting opportunity to work in 
a joint environment,” Stevens said aboard 
the transport dock as it pulled away from 
the HMAS Adelaide. “This is the only time 
in our careers to be able to do this.” 

The ride from the Adelaide to the beach 
took about 2 Vi hours over choppy waters. 
The transport dock sailed alongside five 
others over the volatile Coral Sea, each 
wave unsteadying the soldiers’ feet and 
spraying salt water over them and their 
equipment. 

Though the experience recalled scenes 


from the 1944 Normandy landings, the 
soldiers were almost too calm. Two ju¬ 
nior officers rolled their own cigarettes, 
leaning against the sides of the transport 
dock, while other soldiers napped in the 
sunshine, their chins resting on the butts 
of their rifles. 

Stevens said that though the Talisman 
Sabre exercise was 
meant to practice 
combat skills, the Aus¬ 
tralian army is more 
likely to use amphibi¬ 
ous landing in a hu¬ 
manitarian assistance 
role. 

“Unlike the events 
of D-Day, the key dif¬ 
ference is that this is 
a permissive or semi- 
permissive environ¬ 
ment,” Stevens said. 
“In our modern con¬ 
text, our primary role in our operations is 
a humanitarian environment.” 

As the landing dock approached the 
coast, five helicopters swirled overhead, 
conducting reconnaissance ahead of the 
arriving soldiers and Marines. 

As the first wave of Americans and Jap¬ 
anese landed on the beach, a smoke screen 
was deployed to obscure the imagined 
enemy’s vision. Soon after, Stevens’ land¬ 
ing dock cruised into the beach, the vehi¬ 
cles were unloaded and his soldiers bailed 
out, trudging through waist-deep water to 
reach the shore. 

Once on land, Australian soldiers 
watched in awe as two Japanese air-cush¬ 


ioned landing craft drove ashore, with one 
servicemember exclaiming, “That was 
worth the trip.” The US. and Japan are the 
only nations to use the amphibious hover¬ 
craft that can push across water and sand 
at more than 70 knots at full speed. 

In total, the partner nations brought in 
two waves of amphibious assault vehicles 
and three waves of Australian landing 
craft carrying “a combination of tracked 
vehicles, armored personnel carriers, 
light armored vehicles ashore to engage 
in a mission,” said exchange officer Col. 
Matt Sieber, a US. Marine working with 
Australia’s Deployable Joint Force Head¬ 
quarters. About 1,000 troops took part in 




the exercise, according to the Australian 
Department of Defence. 

“I’m really happy with how it turned 
out,” Sieber said. “The team came together 
from all three nations and were able to op¬ 
erate great and interoperable throughout 
the whole landing.” 

Talisman Sabre runs until early August. 
Altogether, 34,000 military personnel 
from the US., Australia, Japan, Canada, 
New Zealand and the UK. are participat¬ 
ing, with delegations from South Korea 
and India observing. 

doornbos.caltlin@strlpes.com 
Twitter; @CaitlinDoornbos 


I This is 
compieteiy 
foreign to 
aimost aii 
of us. ^ 

Capt. Matthew 
Stevens 

Royal Australian 
Army’s 7th 
Infantry Regiment 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Taliban close health sites 
run by Swedish nonprofit 


SCAI YOU CAN 
I'ELYON 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Ahmad Khalid Fahim, Swedish Committee for Afghanistan program 
director, said two st^ members and two other people were killed 
last week when A^han forces raided a clinic run by his nonprofit. 


Marine: Several GIs born in 
Afghanistan have been featured 
in US military press releases 


When I saw the 


By Rahim Faiez 
AND Jan M. Olsen 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Taliban forced a Swedish non¬ 
profit group to close 42 health 
facilities it runs in eastern Af¬ 
ghanistan, the organization said 
Wednesday, the latest attempt by 
the insurgents to show strength 
amid negotiations to end the 
country’s nearly 18-year war. 

In Sweden, the group’s direc¬ 
tor called the closures “an obvi¬ 
ous violation of human rights and 
international humanitarian law” 
and demanded the facilities be al¬ 
lowed to reopen right away. 

The Taliban currently control 
nearly half of Afghanistan and 
are more powerful than at any 
time since the October 2001 U.S.- 
led invasion. 

Sonny Mansson, the country 
director of the Swedish Commit¬ 
tee for Afghanistan, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that the Taliban 
threatened the nongovernmental 
organization’s staff by saying that 
if they do not close the facilities, 
“it would have consequences for 
themselves and their families.” 

“We treat equally anyone who 
needs medical care regardless 
of who they are. Everyone who 
needs help gets it,” Mansson said, 
adding that the facilities that 
closed over the weekend were in a 
Taliban-controlled area of Maid- 
an Wardan province while others 
are still open in the province’s 
government-controlled areas. 

Parwiz Ahmad Faizi, the 
group’s communications man¬ 
ager, said the closures came after 
Afghan forces last week raided a 
clinic run by the NGO in Daimir- 
dad district. The Afghan troops, 
acting on intelligence, were alleg¬ 
edly looking for suspected Tal- 


K ABUL, Afghanistan—A local 
radio station in eastern Afghani¬ 
stan was forced to shut down after 
repeated threats from the area’s 
Taliban commander, the head of 
the station said Tuesday. 

Ramez Azimi, director of the 
Samaa station in the city of Ghaz¬ 
ni, the capital of eastern Ghazni 
province, said he had received 
phone calls as well as written 
warning notes purportedly from 
the Taliban commander. The 
commander was not identified. 

Azimi said Taliban insurgents, 
who control several districts in 
Ghazni province, threatened 
them because three of the sta¬ 
tion’s 16 employees are women. 


iban fighters hiding in the clinic. 

Ahmad Khalid Fahim, pro¬ 
gram director for the Swedish 
group, said two staff members — 
a guard and a lab worker — and 
two other people were killed in 
the attack, while a fifth person 
is missing. Insurgents contacted 
the staff and ordered the NGO to 
shut down, Fahim added. 

Faizi said the closures would 
affect health services for around 
6,000 patients, particularly 
women and children. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid confirmed the closure of 
the NGO’s facilities. 

The developments come amid 
stepped-up efforts by the United 
States to find a negotiated end to 
the country’s conflict, America’s 
longest war. Afghan talks that 
brought together the country’s 
warring sides ended last week 
in Qatar’s capital, Doha, with a 
statement that appeared to move 
closer to peace by laying down 


The Taliban are against women’s 
rights to education and work. 

Zabihullah Mujahid, a Taliban 
spokesman, denied the insurgents 
had threatened Samaa. 

The Taliban currently control 
nearly half of Afghanistan and 
are more powerful than at any 
time since the October 2001 U.S.- 
led invasion. 

On Saturday, a local radio jour¬ 
nalist was killed in neighboring 
Paktia province. The police said 
it was not immediately clear if 
the killing of Nader Shah, a news¬ 
reader for Radio Gardez, was 
linked to his work or a personal 
dispute. 

According to Azimi, the Samaa 
station was closed four days ago. 
Azimi told The Associated Press 


the outlines of a road map for the 
country’s future. 

The same Swedish-run health 
facility in Daimirdad was hit in 
2016 in a joint raid by Afghan and 
foreign forces, said Fahim. Three 
people were killed in that attack, 
after which the NGO demanded 
an investigation but no probe re¬ 
sults were ever released. 

“We request the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment give us an immediate 
response as to why the health fa¬ 
cility came under attack,” Fahim 
said. 

The Swedish organization, 
which has been in Afghanistan 
more than 30 years, runs 77 
health facilities in six out of nine 
districts of in Maidan Wardan. 
The closure of the 42 likely more 
than slashes its activities in half 

Mansson dismissed claims the 
Taliban had used their clinic in 
Daimirdad as shelter, which may 
have triggered the Afghan forces’ 
raid. 


this is its third closure in the past 
four years. The station was forced 
to shut down twice in 2015, the 
first time for a month after which 
it reopened thanks to media¬ 
tion by the elders, he said. Later 
that year it closed again, for nine 
months. 

“At one point, four Taliban 
fighters came to our home in 
Ghazni city to threaten me and 
my brother, who is also working 
at the station,” Azimi said. 

Azimi’s father, Zarif, a doctor 
who owns a medical clinic and 
a pharmacy in the city, said the 
threats are worrisome. 

“I can’t stay in Ghazni. I can’t 
let the Taliban harm my sons or 
any of my family members,” he 
said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Meanwhile, Assadi shared 
painful memories of life from 
before his family immigrated to 
Michigan. 

“I remember waking up by 
masked men ... they kidnapped 
my father and my brothers ... 
coming from the mosque,” As¬ 
sadi said. “They had a truck out¬ 
side the house. They were putting 
everything — every single thing, 
as small as a needle — [inside it] 
basically looting the house.” 

Assadi was crying as he plead¬ 
ed with the men not to kill his fa¬ 
ther, he recalled, and his father 
heard him. 

“My father had a smile on his 
face and said, ‘Don’t cry son. 
You’re stronger. These days will 
leave. These days will go away. 
Just have faith,”’ Assadi said. 

While he and his family were 
able to escape, the bloodshed in 
his homeland is continuing into 
its fourth decade. After earning 
the Corps’ eagle, globe and an¬ 
chor emblem last month, Assadi 
said he wanted to return. 

“I decided I want to serve ... 
to fight against extremism,” he 
said. 

Since the m^ority of foreign 
combat forces were withdrawn 
from the country in late 2014, the 
Taliban have resurged and now 
control about 10% of the country; 
they are vying for control of an¬ 
other third, the latest US. mili¬ 
tary assessments show. 

President Donald Trump has 
said he wants to pull the US. out 
of Afghanistan. US. diplomats 
say they have made progress in 
hammering out terms with the 
Taliban for a potential withdraw¬ 
al and guarantees that the coun¬ 
try won’t be used for terrorism 
against the West again. 

Now the US., China, Russia 
and Pakistan want the militants 
to enter negotiations with the 
Kabul government and other Af¬ 
ghans and to declare a cease-fire, 
the U.S. said last week in a state¬ 
ment following four-party talks 
in Beijing. 

Although figures on the num¬ 
ber of native Afghans in the U.S. 
military weren’t immediately 
available, several have been fea¬ 
tured in news stories and military 
press releases. 

Four native Afghans in the 
Army deployed to the country last 
year as translators attached to 
the 1st Security Force Assistance 
Brigade, the Army has said, and 
10 deployed this year with the 


Marines fighting I 
knew I wanted to do 
that. I respect them 
a lot for what I saw 
those Marines do in 
Afghanistan, f 

Mohammad Nadir 

U.S. Marine born in Afghanistan 


2nd SFAB. 

Another Afghan native, Mo¬ 
hammad Nadir, served as an inter¬ 
preter for U.S. troops in Helmand 
province for three years before 
moving with his family to live in 
the U.S. and joining the service, 
a Marine statement said after his 
boot camp graduation in 2017. 

“When I saw the Marines fight¬ 
ing I knew I wanted to do that,” 
said Nadir, who first stepped foot 
on U.S. soil on the Corps’ birth¬ 
day in November 2014. “I respect 
them a lot for what I saw those 
Marines do in Afghanistan.” 

Marines now mainly serve in 
restive Helmand, where the Corps 
had suffered some of the heaviest 
casualties earlier in the war, and 
at Bagram Airfield, the largest 
U.S. base in the country, north 
of the Afghan capital. Three Ma¬ 
rines were killed and three others 
wounded in a roadside bomb blast 
outside Bagram in April. 

Before joining the Marines, As¬ 
sadi had served in Afghanistan as 
an intelligence contractor with 
the Defense Department between 
2011 and 2013, Task and Purpose 
reported. 

Assadi enlisted as a reconnais¬ 
sance Marine, the website said, 
one of the high-demand career 
fields in which the Marine Corps 
is offering large reenlistment bo¬ 
nuses to hang on to experienced 
troops as it faces a large exodus 
and a dwindling pool of potential 
recruits. 

“The extremists, the Taliban or 
any of these people... they should 
not have a home on Earth,” Assa¬ 
di said. “I feel I should be able to 
help out, do something, you know, 
to help out the people and try to 
eliminate these people. So, here I 
am.” 


weilman.phillip@stripes.com 

Twitter: @pwweilman 
gariand.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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New kids on the 
block: Exchanges 
add new eateries 



Marine Sgt. Kyle Chavez fist-bumps with Mark Wahiberg at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., on March 27. Wahiburgers is one of several new 
restaurants planned to open in Europe over the next year. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Wahiburgers, a burger chain 
founded by a trio of brothers from 
Boston, is among the eateries slat¬ 
ed to open at military exchanges 
in Europe in the coming months, 
along with pizza, barbecue and 
chicken stands. 

The brainchild of chef Paul 
Wahiberg with celebrity brothers 
Mark and Donnie, Wahiburgers 
is scheduled to open in January 
at the Kaiserslautern Military 
Community Center at Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany, said Chris 
Ward, an Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service spokesman. 

Renovations are already under¬ 
way for a Boston Market, which 
Ward said will also open in the 
KMCC food court in November. 
Burger King is expected to re¬ 
open on-base in late 2021, along 
with an Arby’s, about four years 
after a previous Burger King 
burned down. 

The combined Burger King and 


Arby’s will share a freestanding 
building and both will have drive- 
thru windows. 

Wahiburgers is a relatively new 
option for on-base dining. AAFES 
and the restaurant chain last year 
announced plans to open a first 
location at Washington’s Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord in spring 
2020. 

Possible Wahiburgers locations 
at the exchanges in Grafenwoehr, 
Germany, and Fort Bragg, N.C., 
are under discussion, but no final 
decisions had been made. Ward 
said Wednesday. 

The Massachusetts natives, 
from a family of nine kids, opened 
their first restaurant location in 
Hingham, Mass., south of Bos¬ 
ton, in 2011 and have expanded to 
more than two dozen spots across 
North America. 

Donnie and Mark Wahiberg, 
who rose to stardom in the 1980s 
and ’90s as pop music stars, are 
perhaps better known for their 
film careers, which include sev¬ 
eral military and police roles. 


The Wahiburgers menu in¬ 
cludes burgers, beef hot dogs, 
crispy fries, onion rings, tater tots, 
salads, frappes, beers and cock¬ 
tails, as well as chicken, fish and 
a plant-based sandwich known 
as “The Impossible Burger,” the 
company website says. 

AAFES also expects to open 
several “quick-serve” restaurants 
in Express convenience stores on 
bases throughout Europe through 
spring 2020. 

Baumholder and Spangdahlem 
Expresses are scheduled to get 
Austin Blues barbecue stands in 
August and September, respec¬ 
tively. The grab-and-go stand 
offers slow-smoked, Texas-style 


Melissa llGALDE/Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps 


items like pulled pork, brisket 
and ribs. 

Hunt Brothers Pizza is slated to 
open at Stuttgart’s Panzer Kaser- 
ne and Patch Barracks later this 
year, Ward said. One will also 
open at Kaiserslautern’s Kleber 
Kaseme in November, the Ex¬ 
change said on Twitter. 

Lakenheath and Mildenhall in 
England and Vicenza, Italy, are 
expected to get Hunt Brothers in 
early 2020, Ward said. 

Mildenhall will also get a J. 
Walken Chicken, which serves 
chicken sandwiches, chicken and 
waffles and chicken tenders. 

garland.chad(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Army detains soldier after altercation 



A screen capture of a viral YouTube video shows an angry soldier 
during a parking dispute at a mall in Savannah, Ga. 


By Reis Thebault 

The Washington Post 

The soldier was in full uniform 
when a conflict unfolded outside 
a shopping mall in Savannah, Ga. 
By the end of a shouting match 
— which lasted at most a couple 
of minutes — the man had ripped 
off his camouflage jacket, twisted 
a woman’s arm behind her back 
and declared in an expletive¬ 
laden tirade that he didn’t care 
about the Army and he didn’t 
care about the country its mem¬ 
bers are sworn to protect. 

The dispute apparently began 
over a parking space outside 
the sprawling Oglethorpe Mall, 
which is less than a mile from 
Hunter Army Airfield in the 
coastal Georgia city. Videos of the 
incident surfaced on social media 
Monday, quickly racking up tens 
of thousands of shares and more 
than 1 million views. 

On Tuesday, an Army spokes¬ 
person told TV outlet WSAV that 
the man pictured was detained by 
military police in connection with 
his actions in the parking lot. 

The viral videos show a soldier, 
who has not yet been publicly 
identified, dressed in fatigues and 
raging at a small group of women, 
one of whom tells him she was 
waiting on his parking spot. After 
a brief exchange he yelled at them 
to “shut up,” peppering his barks 
with profanity. 

The man was loading the trunk 


of his white Ford Escort sedan 
and appeared to be traveling with 
a woman and at least one child. 
Videos begin as the soldier and 
two women bicker over a parking 
spot. 

“B—, I’ll slap you in your f— 
king mouth,” he screams at one 
of them. 

They continue arguing as the 
man wheels a baby stroller to¬ 
ward the open trunk of his car. 

“Shut the f— up!” he screams 
at the women across the parking 
lot. 

The woman he is with can be 
heard trying to quietly calm him 
down, but he turns away, rips his 
jacket open and thrashes his arms 
out of its sleeves. “I don’t give a f- 


- about the f—king Army or any¬ 
thing about it,” he screams at the 
woman he’s with, as he flings his 
jacket into the car. She tells him 
multiple times to “stop.” 

He throws his hat and glasses 
into the trunk next. When the 
woman he’s with places her hand 
on his wrist, he grabs her arm and 
twists it behind her back, saying, 
“Quit touching me.” 

He forcefully collapses the 
stroller and slams it into the 
trunk. 

“Oh my God,” one woman says. 
“And you have the nerve to serve 
our country?” 

“F— your country,” he replies, 
pointing at her. “F— America.” 

As the soldier slams the car 


doors, a woman who was also 
filming and shouting expletives 
says, “Your child is right there, 
your child.” 

The videos end after the man 
gets into the driver’s seat. 

Online, active-duty soldiers and 
military veterans condemned the 
man’s actions. 

“Hey @USArmy,” one Twitter 
user wrote. “Come get your boy 
who thinks acting a fool in uni¬ 
form, threatening civilians and 
putting his hands on his wife is 
good times.” 

Another said he hopes the 
Army will “fire” the soldier. 

The Fort Stewart Hunter Army 
Airfield public affairs office told 
local news that the “3rd Infan¬ 
try Division leadership is aware 
of an incident involving one of 
our soldiers captured on video 
yesterday.” 

“The soldier has been posi¬ 
tively identified and has been 
detained,” the statement contin¬ 
ued. “We are working with the 
appropriate civilian and military 
authorities to address this situa¬ 
tion. This soldier’s behavior and 
actions are not condoned by the 
3rd Infantry Division.” 

It is unclear what disciplin¬ 
ary action the soldier will face 
— the public affairs office did 
not respond to requests for com¬ 
ment — but he could be punished 
under the Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice. 


Darby’s new 
HQ signals 
start of return 
of land to Italy 

By Norman Llamas 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP DARBY, Italy — The 
Army took a step Wednesday to¬ 
ward returning a portion of Camp 
Darby to Italy as part of a Defense 
Department consolidation project 
expected to save the U.S. around 
$500 million annually. 

Members of the command team 
of U.S. Army Garrison Italy and 
the Darby Military Community 
inaugurated a new garrison head¬ 
quarters on the southern part of 
the base, which they will move to 
after turning over the northern 
part of the base to the Italians by 
the end of October. 

“The Camp Darby mission will 
not be affected by this consolida¬ 
tion,” said USAG Italy command¬ 
er Col. Erik M. Berdy, who was 
on hand for a ribbon-cutting cer¬ 
emony. “We do have a lot of work 
to do since all the facilities, cur¬ 
rently located in the north side of 
the post, have to relocate to the 
southern part of the post.” 

The return of a portion of Darby, 
located on the northern Mediter¬ 
ranean coast near Livorno, was 
agreed to under the European 
Infrastructure Consolidation 
process announced in 2015. The 
EIC proposed consolidating or 
fully returning bases in Belgium, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Por¬ 
tugal, the UK. and Italy to the 
host countries. 

Camp Darby has been a per¬ 
manent U.S. Army facility since 
1952. 

Over the years, it has housed 
Army, Air Force and Defense 
Department operations, includ¬ 
ing the Combat Equipment Bat- 
talion-Livorno, which stores and 
maintains pre-positioned equip¬ 
ment and vehicles, and the 839th 
Transportation Battalion, which 
runs the seaports supporting U.S. 
military operations throughout 
the Mediterranean. 

But the U.S. military popula¬ 
tion on base has fallen to just over 
100 airmen with the 731st Muni¬ 
tions Squadron. 

That squadron and the Army’s 
pre-positioning mission will re¬ 
main at Darby, said Chiara Mat- 
tirolo, a spokeswoman for the 
base. 

The Italians plan to use their 
portion of Camp Darby to house 
the headquarters of a special op¬ 
erations regiment and a support 
battalion, said Col. Renato Vaira, 
commander of the Italian army 
garrison at Darby. 

Vaira said the extent of col¬ 
laboration between U.S. and 
Italian forces would be decided 
by the governments of the two 
countries. 

“There will still be internal 
access between the two bases,” 
Vaira said. “It’s important for us 
to have that as it will help with se¬ 
curity of the installations.” 

llamas.norman(i)stripes.com 
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Rebuke of Trump draws some GOP support 


House votes to condemn president's ‘racist' tweets 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., center, said during a speech 
on the House floor that President Donald Trump's tweets were 
racist. 


By Alan Fram 

AND Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In a re¬ 
markable political repudiation, 
the Democratic-led U.S. House 
voted to condemn President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s “racist comments” 
against four congresswomen of 
color, despite protestations by 
Trump’s Republican congressio¬ 
nal allies and his own insistence 
he hasn’t “a racist bone in my 
body.” 

Two days after Trump tweeted 
that four Democratic freshmen 
should “go back” to their home 
countries — though all are citi¬ 
zens and three were born in the 
U.S. — Democrats muscled the 
resolution through the chamber 
by 240-187 over near-solid GOP 
opposition. The rebuke Tuesday 
night was an embarrassing one 
for Trump even though it carries 
no legal repercussions, but if any¬ 
thing his latest harangues should 
help him with his die-hard con¬ 
servative base. 

Despite a lobbying effort by 
Trump and party leaders for a 
unified GOP front, four Repub¬ 
licans voted to condemn his re¬ 
marks: moderate Reps. Brian 
Fitzpatrick, of Pennsylvania; Fred 
Upton, of Michigan; Will Hurd, of 
Texas; and Susan Brooks, of In¬ 
diana, who is retiring. Also back¬ 
ing the measure was Michigan’s 


independent Rep. Justin Amash, 
who left the GOP this month after 
becoming the party’s sole mem¬ 
ber of Congress to back a Trump 
impeachment inquiry. 

Democrats saved one of the 
day’s most passionate moments 
until near the end. 

“I know racism when I see it,” 
said Rep. John Lewis, of Geor¬ 
gia, whose skull was fractured at 
the 1965 “Bloody Sunday” civil 
rights march in Selma, Ala. “At 
the highest level of government, 
there’s no room for racism.” 

Before the showdown roll call. 
Trump plunged forward with 
time-tested insults. He accused 
his four outspoken critics of 
“spewing some of the most vile, 
hateful and disgusting things 
ever said by a politician” and 
added, “If you hate our Country, 
or if you are not happy here, you 
can leave !” — echoing taunts 
long unleashed against political 
dissidents rather than opposing 
parties’ lawmakers. 

The president was joined by 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, of California, and 
other top Republicans in trying to 
redirect the focus from Trump’s 
original tweets, which for three 
days have consumed Washing¬ 
ton and drawn widespread con¬ 
demnation. Instead, they tried 
playing offense by accusing the 
four congresswomen — among 
the Democrats’ most left-leaning 


members and ardent Trump crit¬ 
ics — of socialism, an accusation 
that’s already a central theme of 
the GOP’s 2020 presidential and 
congressional campaigns. 

Even after 2 V 2 years of Trump’s 
turbulent governing style, the 
spectacle of a president futilely 
laboring to head off a House vote 
essentially proclaiming him to be 
a racist was extraordinary. 

Underscoring the stakes. Re¬ 
publicans formally objected after 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, of Califor¬ 
nia, said during a floor speech 
that Trump’s tweets were “rac¬ 
ist.” Led by Rep. Doug Collins, 
of Georgia, Republicans moved 
to have her words stricken from 
the record, a rare procedural 
rebuke. 

After a delay exceeding 90 min¬ 
utes, No. 2 House Democrat Steny 
Hoyer, of Maryland, said Pelosi 
had indeed violated a House rule 
against characterizing an action 
as racist. Hoyer was presiding 
after Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, of 
Missouri, stormed away from the 
presiding officer’s chair, lament¬ 
ing, “We want to just fight,” ap¬ 
parently aimed at Republicans. 

Even so. Democrats flexed 
their muscle and the House 
voted afterward by party line to 
leave Pelosi’s words intact in the 
record. 

In tweets Tuesday night. 
Trump took a positive view of 
the vote, saying it was “so great” 


that only four Republicans had 
crossed party lines and noting 
the procedural rebuke of Pelosi. 

“Quite a day!” he wrote. 

Some rank-and-file GOP law¬ 
makers have agreed that Trump’s 
words were racist, but on Tues¬ 
day party leaders insisted they 
were not and accused Democrats 
of using the resulting tumult to 
score political points. Among the 
few voices of restraint. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell said Trump wasn’t racist but 
also called on leaders “from the 
president to the speaker to the 
freshman members of the House” 


to attack ideas, not the people who 
espouse them. 

“There’s been a consensus that 
political rhetoric has gotten way, 
way heated across the political 
spectrum,” said the Republican 
leader from Kentucky, breaking 
his own two days of silence on 
Trump’s attacks. 

Hours earlier. Trump tweeted, 
“Those Tweets were NOT Racist. 
I don’t have a Racist bone in my 
body!” 

He wrote that House Republi¬ 
cans should “not show ‘weakness’ ” 
by agreeing to a resolution he la¬ 
beled “a Democrat con game.” 


Trump voters cringe, shrug at tweets 


By Scott Bauer 

Associated Press 

HELENVILLE, Wis. — Bill Brasch greet¬ 
ed President Donald Trump’s latest tweet 
controversy with a shrug. 

He doesn’t believe Trump was being racist 
for telling four congresswomen, all women of 
color, to “go back” to the countries they came 
from. It doesn’t matter much that all four of 
the women are American citizens — Brasch 
said the uproar over Trump’s tweet is a dis¬ 
traction and his detractors are “just playing 
politics.” 

“I look at what he’s accomplished and not 
what he says,” the 58-year-old said during a 
lunch break at the Wingin’ It bar in this pock¬ 
et of rural Wisconsin. 

Far to the southeast, Maria Masferrer 
saw Trump’s attack as “totally out of place.” 
The 20-year-old college student at Florida 
International University in Miami is a new 
citizen. Trump’s rhetoric was personal — and 
disqualifying. 

“Why would I vote for someone that wants 
to kick me out?” she said. 

Across the country, in states critical to 
Trump’s reelection, the reaction to Trump’s 
racist tweets exposed two vastly different 
views on race politics in America. In inter¬ 
views with nearly 50 voters across seven 
states, many people — most of them Demo¬ 
crats — found Trump’s willingness to lodge 
racial attacks appalling and unforgiveable. 
For many others, particularly Trump voters, 
the tweets were a mere sideshow. 

Trump voters were a mixture of indiffer¬ 
ence, bemused and mildly irritated, saying it 


comes with the territory 
in the unconventional 
Trump presidency. They 
voiced appreciation for 
his candor and ability to 
speak plainly while re¬ 
jecting that he is a racist. 

His views on race were 
not what mattered most 
to many of them. 

“He’s not perfect, for 
sure. And there are cer¬ 
tain things that you don’t 
like, that I don’t like,” said 
Yanire Kruiniger, who 
emigrated from Peru and 
became a U.S. citizen a 
dozen years ago. She now 
lives in Nevada, a state 
Trump lost in 2016 and is 
hoping to win next year. 

Trump had Kruiniger’s 
vote then, and now. 

“You know, we took a 
chance,” Kruiniger, 53, said from a mall out¬ 
side Las Vegas, adding that she thinks it paid 
off, especially because the economy is doing 
well. 

The conversations with voters in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Wisconsin, Ohio, Michigan, Florida, 
Arizona and Nevada reflected larger debates 
roiling both parties. Democrats vying to take 
on Trump have been clashing over race is¬ 
sues — digging into fights over busing and 
school desegregation, criminal justice reform 
and reparations — a reflection of the party’s 
reliance on minority, progressive and young 
voters. 


Braeden Howard might give Republicans 
hope. 

The 38-year-old in Carlisle, Pa., voted for 
Trump in 2016 as a “total wild card” and 
describes himself as open-minded on how to 
vote in 2020. 

He said he’s long viewed Trump as divisive, 
going back to Trump’s first campaign speech 
when he disparaged Mexican immigrants. 
Still, Howard isn’t sure whether the tweet was 
racist. The term itself “gets thrown around so 
loosely,” he said, and there’s so much outrage 
on both sides. 

The tweet doesn’t change whether he’ll vote 
for Trump again. 

“Time will tell. If the economy is good, I 
probably will,” Howard said Tuesday. 

In suburban Columbus, Ohio, several vot¬ 
ers interviewed were less interested in the 
content of the tweet than their shared wish 
that the sooner Trump can stop tweeting, the 
better. 

“He shouldn’t be doing it. He needs to be 
more presidential, stick to the things that mat¬ 
ter,” said Scott Wood, a Republican who voted 
for Trump in 2016 and would need to see a 
“standout” alternative before he’d vote for 
someone different next year. 

Wood, 45, an IT engineer, served four years 
as a Marine and said he values Trump’s prom¬ 
ise to strengthen the military, fix health care 
and deal with the “border situation.” 

“He’s doing a good job in some of the core 
areas of our country, but he’s doing a poor job 
in trying to unite us,” Wood said. 


doing a 
good job 
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Planned Parenthood to 
defy Trump referral rule 



AP 


Retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens, shown in 2014 
preparing to testify before the Senate Rules Committee on the 
amount of money spent on elections, died Tuesday at 99. 

Former justice 
Stevens dies at 99 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federally 
funded family planning clinics, 
including Planned Parenthood, 
are defying the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s ban on referring women 
for abortions, drawing a line 
against what they say amounts to 
keeping patients in the dark about 
legitimate health care options. 

“We are not going to comply 
with a regulation that would re¬ 
quire health care providers to 
not give full information to their 
patients,” Jacqueline Ayers, the 
group’s top lobbyist, said in an in¬ 
terview Tuesday. “We believe as 
a health care provider it is wrong 
to withhold health care informa¬ 
tion from patients.” 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — No more 
Instagram for Roger Stone. Face- 
book and Twitter are out too. 

A federal judge barred Stone 
from posting on social media 
Tuesday after concluding that the 
longtime confidant of President 
Donald Trump, who is charged 
with lying in the Russia investi¬ 
gation, repeatedly flouted her gag 
order. 

Although U.S. District Judge 
Amy Berman Jackson did not 
send Stone to jail or find him in 
contempt, she sharply scolded 
him for using social media — and 
his platform of tens of thousands 
of followers — to disparage the 
case against him and mock the 
broader probe into Russian elec¬ 
tion interference. She cast him 


The fallout from the confronta¬ 
tion between the Trump admin¬ 
istration and the clinics remains 
to be seen, but groups like the 
American Medical Association 
have been warning that many 
low-income women could lose 
access to basic services like con¬ 
traception. Planned Parenthood’s 
announcement came on a day 
when it also replaced its president 
although it’s unclear if there was 
any connection. 

The Department of Health 
and Human Services formally 
notified the clinics Monday that 
it will begin enforcing the new 
regulation banning abortion re¬ 
ferrals, along with a requirement 
that clinics maintain separate 
finances from facilities that pro¬ 
vide abortions. The rule is being 


as a publicity hound who either 
cannot or will not follow simple 
orders to not publicly comment 
on the case. 

“So what am I supposed to do 
with you? It seems as if, once 
again. I’m wrestling with be¬ 
havior that has more to do with 
middle school than a court of 
law,” the exasperated judge said. 
“It’s tempting to ignore it all com¬ 
pletely, but if I don’t respect and 
uphold my own orders, why would 
I expect anyone else to?” 

The social media ban lasts for 
the duration of the criminal case 
and extends well beyond an ear¬ 
lier order from February that 
restricted him from public state¬ 
ments on the case, including on 
Instagram and other social media 
sites. That order, which Jackson 
said was “clear as day,” was im¬ 
posed after Stone posted a photo 


challenged in federal court, but 
the administration says there is 
currently no legal obstacle to en¬ 
forcing it. 

In a statement, HHS did not 
address Planned Parenthood’s 
decision but said the agency is 
committed to working with clin¬ 
ics so they can comply with the 
new rules. While abortion refer¬ 
rals are prohibited, HHS noted 
that clinicians can still offer neu¬ 
tral “nondirective counseling” on 
abortion. 

With about 400 affiliated clin¬ 
ics, Planned Parenthood is the 
largest provider in the federal 
family planning program for low- 
income women, known as Title 
X. The program does not pay for 
abortions, but until now clinics 
had been able to refer women for 
the procedure. 

The national Planned Parent¬ 
hood organization also abruptly 
announced the departure of its 
president, physician Leana Wen, 
who cited “philosophical dif¬ 
ferences” in a letter to the staff. 
Political organizer Alexis McGill 
Johnson was named as acting 
president. 

Ayers said Tuesday that 
Planned Parenthood clinics will 
stop accepting federal money and 
tap emergency funding as they 
press Congress and the courts to 
reverse the administration’s ban. 
She said she’s not sure how long 
that backup funding will last. 

The federal family planning 
program serves about 4 million 
women annually through inde¬ 
pendent clinics. Taxpayers pro¬ 
vide about $260 million a year 
in grants to clinics. That money 
by law cannot be used pay for 
abortions. 


of the judge with what appeared 
to be crosshairs of a gun. She said 
she had twice given him the ben¬ 
efit of the doubt only to have him 
ignore her decree. 

“You’ve shown me that you’re 
unwilling to stop talking about 
the investigation, which means 
that you’re unwilling to conform 
your conduct to the orders of the 
court,” Jackson said. “The goal 
has been to draw maximum at¬ 
tention to what you view as flaws 
in the investigation.” 

Many of the posts at issue have 
attempted to call into question 
the legitimacy of the investiga¬ 
tion into ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia, as well 
as to cast doubt on the intelli¬ 
gence community’s assessment 
that Russia hacked Democratic 
emails. 


By Mark Sherman 
AND Connie Cass 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — John Paul 
Stevens, the bow-tied, indepen¬ 
dent-thinking, Republican-nomi¬ 
nated justice who unexpectedly 
emerged as the Supreme Court’s 
leading liberal, died Tuesday in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., after suf¬ 
fering a stroke Monday. He was 
99. 

During nearly 35 years on the 
court, Stevens stood for the free¬ 
dom and dignity of individuals, 
be they students or immigrants 
or prisoners. He acted to limit 
the death penalty, squelch offi¬ 
cial prayer in schools, establish 
gay rights, promote racial equal¬ 
ity and preserve legal abortion. 
He protected the rights of crime 
suspects and illegal immigrants 
facing deportation. 

He influenced fellow justices to 
give foreign terrorism suspects 
held for years at the Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, naval base the right 
to plead for their release in U.S. 
courts. 

Stevens served more than 
twice the average tenure for a 
justice, and was only the second 
to mark his 90th birthday on the 
high court. From his appoint¬ 
ment by President Gerald Ford 
in 1975 through his retirement in 
June 2010, he shaped decisions 
that touched countless aspects of 
American life. 

“He brought to our bench an 
inimitable blend of kindness, 
humility, wisdom and indepen¬ 
dence. His unrelenting commit¬ 
ment to justice has left us a better 
nation,” Chief Justice John Rob¬ 
erts said in a statement. 

The White House issued a state¬ 
ment saying President Donald 
Trump and the first lady offered 
their condolences to Stevens’ 
family and friends and praising 
“his passion for the law and for 
our country.” 

He remained an active writer 
and speaker into his late 90s, 
surprising some when he came 
out against Justice Brett Kavana- 
ugh’s confirmation following Ka- 
vanaugh’s angry denial of sexual 
assault allegations. Stevens wrote 
an autobiography, “The Making 


He brought to our 
bench an inimitable 
blend of kindness, 
humility, wisdom 
and independence. ^ 

John Roberts 

chief justice of the United States 


of a Justice: My First 94 Years,” 
that was released just after his 
99th birthday in April. 

At first considered a centrist, 
Stevens came to be seen as a lion 
of liberalism. But he rejected that 
characterization. 

The way Stevens saw it, he 
held to the same ground, but the 
court had shifted steadily to the 
right over the decades, creating 
the illusion that he was moving 
leftward. 

He did change his views 
on some issues, however. He 
morphed from a critic of affir¬ 
mative action to a supporter, and 
came to believe the death penalty 
was wrong. 

The white-haired Stevens took 
an unusually courteous tone with 
lawyers arguing their cases, but 
he was no pushover. After his fel¬ 
low justices fired off questions, 
Stevens would politely weigh 
in. “May I ask a question?” he’d 
ask gently, then quickly slice to 
the weakest point of a lawyer’s 
argument. 

One of his harshest dissents 
came when the court lifted re¬ 
strictions on spending by cor¬ 
porations and unions to sway 
elections. He called the 2010 rul¬ 
ing “a rejection of the common 
sense of the American people” 
and a threat to democracy. 

Justice Elena Kagan took Ste¬ 
vens’ seat on the court. 

Stevens is expected to be bur¬ 
ied in Arlington National Cem¬ 
etery, next to Maryan, his second 
wife. 

Born in 1920, Stevens joined 
the Navy the day before the at¬ 
tack on Pearl Harbor and was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his 
service with a Japanese code- 
breaking team. 



Robert Cohen, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/AP 


Ashlyn Myers, of Coalition for Life St. Louis, greets a Planned 
Parentho^ staff member last month. Planned Parenthood and 
other federally funded family planning clinics will defy the Trump 
administration’s ban on referring women for abortions. 

Judge restricts social media use of 
Trump friend Stone until case ends 
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Data shows opioid 
shipments spiked 
as addiction grew 



Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, shown in 2017 at Long Island MacArthur Airport in Ronkonkoma, N.Y., 
flanked by law officers, was sentenced Wednesday to life behind bars in a drug trafficking case. 

‘El Chapo’ sentenced to life 
behind bars in a US prison 


By Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Mexican 
drug kingpin Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman has been sentenced to 
life behind bars in a U.S. prison, 
a humbling end for a drug lord 
once notorious for his ability to 
kill, bribe or tunnel his way out of 
trouble. 

A federal judge in Brook¬ 
lyn handed down the sentence 
Wednesday, five months after 
Guzman’s conviction in an epic 
drug trafficking case. 

The 62-year-old drug lord, who 
had been protected in Mexico 
by an army of gangsters and an 
elaborate corruption operation, 
was brought to the U.S. to stand 
trial after he twice escaped from 
Mexican prisons. 

Before he was sentenced, Guz¬ 
man, complained about the con¬ 


ditions of his confinement and 
told the judge he was denied a 
fair trial. He said U.S. District 
Judge Brian Cogan failed to thor¬ 
oughly investigate claims of juror 
misconduct. 

“My case was stained and you 
denied me a fair trial when the 
whole world was watching,” Guz¬ 
man said in court through an in¬ 
terpreter. “When I was extradited 
to the United States, I expected to 
have a fair trial, but what hap¬ 
pened was exactly the opposite.” 

The harsh sentence was preor¬ 
dained. The guilty verdict in Feb¬ 
ruary at Guzman’s 11-week trial 
triggered a mandatory sentence 
of life without parole. 

The evidence showed that under 
Guzman’s orders, the Sinaloa car¬ 
tel was responsible for smuggling 
mountains of cocaine and other 
drugs into the United States dur¬ 
ing his 25-year reign, prosecutors 


said in court papers recapping the 
trial. They also said his “army of 
sicarios” was under orders to kid¬ 
nap, torture and murder anyone 
who got in his way. 

The defense argued he was 
framed by other traffickers who 
became government witnesses so 
they could get breaks in their own 
cases. 

Guzman has been largely cut 
off from the outside world since 
his extradition in 2017, and his re¬ 
marks in the courtroom Wednes¬ 
day could be the last time the 
public hears from him. Guzman 
thanked his family for giving him 
“the strength to bare this torture 
that I have been under for the 
past 30 months.” 

Experts say he will likely wind 
up at the federal government’s 
“Supermax” prison in Florence, 
Colo., known as the “Alcatraz of 
the Rockies.” 


By Mark Gillispie 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Newly re¬ 
leased federal data shows how 
drugmakers and distributors 
increased shipments of opioid 
painkillers across the U.S. as the 
nation’s addiction crisis acceler¬ 
ated from 2006 to 2012. 

The data, released this week 
by a federal court in Ohio as part 
of a far-reaching opioids case, 
shows that companies distributed 
8.4 billion hydrocodone and oxy¬ 
codone pills to commercial phar¬ 
macies in 2006 and 12.6 billion in 
2012. That’s an increase of more 
than 50%. 

Over that seven-year period, 
76 billion pills were distributed 
in all, according to an analysis 
by The Washington Post, which 
had sued along with another out¬ 
let, HD Media, to obtain the data. 
During the same time frame, 
prescription opioids contributed 
to more than 100,000 deaths in 
the US., according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The shipments increased even 
after one of the companies, Pur¬ 
due Pharma, was leveled with a 
$635 million federal fine in 2007 
for falsely claiming its drug, Oxy- 
Contin, was not as addictive as 
earlier opioids. 

While OxyContin is the best- 
known prescription opioid, the 
Post analysis shows that Purdue 
accounted for just 3% of pills sold 
during that time. Three makers 
of generic drugs accounted for 
nearly 90% of the sales. 

The data tracks a dozen differ¬ 
ent opioids, including oxycodone 
and hydrocodone, according to 
The Post. They account for most of 
the pill shipments to pharmacies. 


The distribution data, main¬ 
tained by the U.S. Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Administration, is a key 
element of lawsuits filed by more 
than 2,000 state, local and tribal 
governments seeking to hold 
drug companies accountable for 
the crisis. 

Drug distribution companies 
told The Post that the federal 
data would not exist without their 
providing accurate reports to 
the DEA. One company, Ameri¬ 
sourceBergen, said the data “of¬ 
fers a very misleading picture.” 

Cleveland-based U.S. District 
Judge Dan Bolster, who is over¬ 
seeing most of the cases, ruled 
Monday that the information 
covering shipments from 2006 
to 2012 could be made public. 
He said in a ruling that there is 
“clearly no basis” for shielding 
older data. 

His order came a month after 
a federal appeals court in Cincin¬ 
nati vacated Bolster’s July 2018 
decision that local and state gov¬ 
ernments, which had been grant¬ 
ed access to the data, should not 
make it public. 

The Washington Post and HD 
Media, which owns newspapers 
in West Virginia, went to court 
for access and were the first 
media outlets to receive the data. 
By Tuesday, it had not been made 
available to the public or other 
news organizations that had re¬ 
quested it, including The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

The first scheduled trial before 
Bolster is set for October in law¬ 
suits filed by Ohio’s Summit and 
Cuyahoga counties, areas that 
have been hit hard by the ongo¬ 
ing opioid crisis. It is considered 
a bellwether trial that could force 
the defendants to reach a global 
settlement for all of the lawsuits. 


Telescope viewing suspended as 
protesters block Hawaiian road 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Astronomers 
have indefinitely stopped looking 
through 13 existing telescopes 
at the summit of Mauna Kea in 
Hawaii while protesters block 
the road downslope in an attempt 
to prevent the construction of a 
giant new observatory. 

Dozens of researchers around 
the world won’t be able to gather 
data and study the skies as a result 
of the move. Observations won’t 
resume until staff have consistent 
access to the summit, said Jessica 
Dempsey, the deputy director of 
the East Asian Observatory, one 
of the existing telescopes. 


The announcement came 
as Native Hawaiian protesters 
blocked the base of the road for a 
second day on Tuesday. They ob¬ 
ject to the construction of the $1.4 
billion Thirty Meter Telescope, 
which is expected to be one of 
the world’s most advanced, out of 
concern it will further harm an 
area some Native Hawaiians con¬ 
sider sacred. 

Hawaiian authorities haven’t 
arrested any protesters though 
they have indicated they would. 
Jason Redulla, chief of the state 
Division of Conservation and Re¬ 
sources Enforcement, said law 
enforcement was focused on pre¬ 


paring a path to construction on 
Tuesday. 

“We are at a standstill,” said 
Kaho’okahi Kanuha, one of the 
protest leaders. 

He told reporters that efforts to 
stop the Thirty Meter Telescope 
were about protecting the indig¬ 
enous people of Hawaii. 

“This is about our right to exist. 
The way our kupuna existed,” he 
said, using the Hawaiian word for 
elder. 

Doug Ing, an attorney for the 
Thirty Meter Telescope, said a 
court petition filed last week has 
no merit and is just another delay 
tactic. 



Caleb Jones/AP 


Activist Walter Ritte, center, and others lie chained to a cattle grate 
blocking a road at the base of Hawaii’s tallest mountain Monday in 
Mauna Kea, Hawaii, protesting the construction of a giant telescope 
on land that some Native Hawaiians consider sacred. 
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Quintet pulling 
away from rest of 
Democratic field 



Photos by Andrew Harnik/AP 


Moon shots on the Mall 

The image of a 363-foot Saturn V rocket, left, and an image of a spacecraft landing on the moon are 
alternately projected on the east face of the Washington Monument on Wednesday in celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. 


Nuclear commission calls for 
fewer inspections of reactors 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Nuclear Regulatory Com¬ 
mission staff is recommending the agency cut back 
on inspections at the country’s nuclear reactors, a 
cost-cutting move promoted by the nuclear power 
industry but denounced by opponents as a threat to 
public safety. 

The recommendations, made public Tuesday, in¬ 
clude reducing the time and scope of some annual 
inspections at the nation’s 90-plus nuclear power 
plants. Some other inspections would be cut from 
every two years to every three years. 

Some of the staff’s recommendations would re¬ 
quire a vote by the commission, which has a m^ority 
of members appointed or reappointed by President 
Donald Trump, who has urged agencies to reduce 
regulatory requirements for industries. 

The nuclear power industry has prodded regula¬ 
tors to cut inspections, saying that the nuclear fa¬ 
cilities are operating well and that the inspections 
are a financial burden for power providers. Nuclear 
power, like coal-fired power, has been struggling 
against cheaper natural gas and rising renewable 


energy. 

While Tuesday’s report made clear that there was 
considerable disagreement among the nuclear agen¬ 
cy’s staff on the cuts, it contended the inspection re¬ 
duction “improves efficiency while still helping to 
ensure reasonable assurance of adequate protection 
to the public.” 

Commission member Jeff Baran criticized the 
proposed changes Tuesday, saying reducing over¬ 
sight of the nuclear power industry “would take us 
in the wrong direction.” 

“NRC shouldn’t perform fewer inspections or 
weaken its safety oversight to save money,” Baran 
said. 

Baran urged the commission to put the inspection 
rollbacks up for a broader public discussion before 
deciding. 

“It affects every power reactor in the country,” 
he said. “We should absolutely hear from a broad 
range of stakeholders before making any far-reach¬ 
ing changes to NRC’s safety oversight program.” 

The report comes a day after Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers faulted the NRC’s deliberations, saying they had 
failed to adequately inform the public of the changes 
under consideration. 


Epstein attorneys offer passport explanation 


By Julie Pace 
AND Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — No votes 
have been cast in the Democratic 
presidential nominating contest, 
but the winnowing has begun. 

A distinct top tier of candidates 
is breaking away from the pack 
in early polling and fundraising, 
building distance between them¬ 
selves and the rest of the bloated 
field. Although the first nominat¬ 
ing contest in Iowa is still more 
than six months away, tighter 
qualifying standards for the fall 
debates and cash flow problems 
have prompted questions about 
how many campaigns will still be 
operational next year. 

Five candidates have pulled 
away from the pack: former Vice 
President Joe Biden; Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders; Massa¬ 
chusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren; 
California Sen. Kamala Harris; 
and Pete Buttigieg, the mayor of 
South Bend, Ind. Biden has con¬ 
sistently led early polls, with the 
four others jostling for position 
behind him. Most other candi¬ 
dates have struggled to even hit 
2% in recent surveys. 

Money has also flowed dispro- 
portionally to the top five candi¬ 
dates. Buttigieg, who led the field 
in second quarter fundraising 
with $24.8 million, raised more 
than a quartet of senators — Amy 
Klobuchar, Cory Booker, Kirsten 
Gillibrand and Michael Bennet 
— combined. 

“There’s a field of likelies, un- 
likelies and possibles,” said Sue 
Dvorsky, the former chairwoman 
of the Iowa Democratic Party. 

Even as the primary field 
cleaves into haves and have nots, 
big questions remain about what 
direction the party will take as 
voters weigh who best, and how 
best, to defeat President Donald 
Trump next year. The top tier 
includes moderates and liberals; 
the oldest contender in the race 
and the youngest; and a black 
candidate. 

At this early phase, the endur¬ 
ing strength of the leading White 
House hopefuls is unclear. Biden 
is a fragile front-runner whose 
decadeslong political career will 
continue to be picked apart. Har¬ 
ris faces questions about whether 
she can sustain her spurts of dy¬ 
namism. Buttigieg is struggling 
with black voters, the backbone 
of the Democratic Party. And 
some Democrats anxiously won¬ 
der whether Sanders and War¬ 
ren, the most liberal candidates 
in the race, could win a general 
election. 

“This fall is when voters get se¬ 
rious,” said Jim Demers, a Book¬ 
er supporter who chaired Barack 
Obama’s 2008 campaign in New 
Hampshire. “That’s when we’re 


This fall is when 
voters get serious. 
That’s when we’re 
going to know who’s 
real and who’s not. ^ 

Jim Demers 

Cory Booker supporter and chairman 
of Barack Obama’s 2008 New 
Hampshire campaign 


going to know who’s real and 
who’s not.” 

Each of the top-tier candidates 
appears certain to still be in the 
mix when voters start taking a 
more serious look at the race. 
But that’s far from a sure thing 
for some White House hopefuls 
mired at the bottom of the pack. 

Former Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper’s fundraising has 
largely dried up, and he has 
less than $1 million in the bank. 
Ohio Rep. Tim Ryan raised just 
$899,000 in the second quarter, 
far from what is needed to fund a 
campaign apparatus in the early 
voting states. 

Other lower-tier candidates are 
still building out operations aimed 
at sustaining them through a long 
campaign. 

Booker recently added 19 paid 
organizers in Nevada and South 
Carolina and has one of the larg¬ 
est teams on the ground in the 
early states — a costly strategy 
designed to allow him to capital¬ 
ize on a breakout moment, if he 
has one. Gillibrand’s campaign 
expects to end the month with 
35 paid staffers on the ground 
in Iowa and close to 20 in New 
Hampshire. 

Privately, some members of 
Gillibrand’s team are said to be 
frustrated that her candidacy 
isn’t catching on, and some ju¬ 
nior staff are eyeing moves to 
other campaigns, according to a 
person with knowledge of the op¬ 
eration. There’s also anxiousness 
among some lower-level staffers 
working for former Texas Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke, according to a 
Democrat with knowledge of his 
operation. Both people spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak 
publicly about the campaigns. 

Gillibrand spent $4.2 million 
during the second quarter despite 
raising only $2.2 million. She still 
has a healthy $8.2 million to keep 
her afloat, but that’s due in large 
part to a nearly $10 million trans¬ 
fer from her Senate campaign 
earlier this year. 

That money will dissipate 
quickly if her fundraising doesn’t 
increase in the second half of the 
year. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Defense attor¬ 
neys told a court Tuesday that 
financier Jeffrey Epstein ob¬ 
tained a foreign passport decades 
ago out of fear that he might be 
kidnapped in the Middle East, 
seeking to allay concerns over 
the apparently phony travel 
document. 


Prosecutors have said the pass¬ 
port was under an alias. 

They have pointed to it and 
dozens of diamonds hidden in a 
safe — both discovered follow¬ 
ing Epstein’s arrest as a further 
warning sign that the convicted 
sex offender would try to flee the 
country if granted bail on federal 
sex trafficking charges. 

But defense attorneys said the 


passport expired 32 years ago, 
adding that prosecutors have of¬ 
fered no evidence Epstein ever 
used it. 

The defense wrote in court pa¬ 
pers that Epstein, “as an affluent 
member of the Jewish faith,” ac¬ 
quired the passport in the 1980s 
“in connection to Middle East 
travel.” 
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Michael Mijerark, left, and Ryan Trent, center, dress as knights from “Warcraft” at last year’s Comic-Con 
International in San Diego. The four-day 2019 Comic-Con began Wednesday. 

Fans gather for 50th Comic-Con 


By Lindsey Bahr 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Dust off 
your Captain Marvel cosplay; 
San Diego Comic-Con is here. 

The 4y2-day convention, in its 
50th year, kicked off Wednesday 
when the showroom floor opened 
to thousands vying for exclusive 
merchandise, from art to toys. 
Later, Warner Bros, was to get 
things going with a ScareDiego 
event promising some hair-rais¬ 
ing new footage from “It: Chapter 
Two.” 

“We have some exciting footage 
but I can’t go into details,” said 
“It” director Andy Muschietti. 
“But I think it’s going to be worth 
it for the fans to go and watch.” 

Movie fans will also get a look 
at Paramount’s “Terminator: 
Dark Fate” at a Hall H presenta¬ 
tion Thursday, and on Saturday 
will be treated to a Marvel Stu¬ 


dios presentation with its presi¬ 
dent, Kevin Feige. 

Details for the Marvel show 
are being kept under wraps, but 
many expect Feige and his “spe¬ 
cial guests” will outline the plans 
for Phase 4 of the Marvel Cin¬ 
ematic Universe, which could 
include announcements about 
“Black Widow,” “Guardians of 
the Galaxy Vol. 3,” “Shang-Chi” 
and “The Eternals.” 

The movie fare is lighter than 
usual, however. A few of the stu¬ 
dios have chosen to sit this year 
out, like Sony, which is already 
cleaning up at the box office with 
“Spider-Man: Far From Home,” 
and Universal Pictures, which 
doesn’t have any superheroes on 
its slate at all. 

“If anything, the exiting of 
some movie studios has made 
more room for TV, and TV is just 
the best of the best right now,” 


said Perri Nemiroff, a senior pro¬ 
ducer for Collider.com and host of 
the YouTube series Movie Talk. 

Television enthusiasts will have 
their pick, whether they want one 
last go-around with the cast of a 
show that’s ended (such as “Game 
of Thrones” and “Supernatu¬ 
ral”), to check in with some old 
favorites (“The Walking Dead,” 
“The Good Place,” “Westworld,” 
“Arrow,” “Rick and Morty” and 
“Riverdale”), or get a first look at 
a new property (such as “Snow- 
piercer,” “Star Trek: Picard” and 
“The Witcher”). 

Occasionally, that means 
throwing a Comic-Con newbie 
into the mix. HBO is bringing 
Lin-Manuel Miranda out for his 
first convention to promote the 
new show, “His Dark Materials.” 

Last month Miranda tweeted a 
modest request for fans: “Be gen¬ 
tle, it’s my first Comic-Con.” 


To protect wildlife, 
Tenn. police warn 
not to flush drugs 


By Kristin Lam 

USA Today 

Pray to never encounter a 
meth-gator: an alligator on 
methamphetamine. 

One Tennessee police depart¬ 
ment is urging residents not to 
flush drugs down the toilet, cit¬ 
ing fears that wildlife might con¬ 
sume them and exhibit unnatural 
behaviors. 

“Ducks, Geese, and other fowl 
frequent our treatment ponds and 
we shudder to think what one all 
hyped up on meth would do,” the 
Loretto Police Department posted 
Saturday on Facebook. “Further¬ 
more, if it made it far enough we 
could create meth-gators in Shoal 
Creek and the Tennessee River 
down in North Alabama.” 

Some social media users im¬ 
mediately latched on to prospect 
of methed-up gators. 

“This should be the new mas¬ 
cot for a university down there,” 
one user tweeted. “Think of how 
terrifying it would be to play the 
South Alabama Meth Gators.” 

“TONIGHT!! Live at 
THE NICK!!! METH GA- 
TORRRRR!!!!” another user 
joked. 

The effects of methamphet¬ 
amine on alligators is unknown. 
Loretto police did not note any 
recent documented cases of alli¬ 
gators consuming meth, but took 
a dig at Alabama’s “attack squir¬ 
rel” case. 

Last month, Alabama authori¬ 
ties arrested a man who allegedly 
fed meth to a pet squirrel named 
Deeznutz and trained it to attack 
people. 


Authorities said they could 
not conduct a drug test on it, 
however. 

A jungle python in Australia 
reportedly required six weeks 
of detoxification after absorbing 
meth through its skin in a lab. The 
python behaved more aggressive¬ 
ly and erratically, a senior over¬ 
seer at the 
, John Morony 

Ducks, correctional 

Geese, and complex 
other fowl 
frequent 
our 

treatment 
ponds 
and we 
shudder to 
think what 
one all 
hyped up 
on meth 
would do. ^ 


told The 

Telegraph. 

Dogs fed 
meth can 

suffer from 
seizures, di¬ 
arrhea and 
extreme 
agitation, 
according 
to a study 
published 
in the BMC 
Veterinary 
Research 
journal. 
Research- 
Loretto Police ers have also 
Department found fresh- 
on Facebook water shrimp 
with traces 
of cocaine in 
the United Kingdom, according 
to a University of Suffolk study. 
Professors cited concerns about 
the environmental consequences 
of such pollution. 

In Tennessee, police noted san¬ 
itation workers are not prepared 
to clean out meth from sewage 
before sending it to retention 
ponds or eventually downstream 
to Alabama’s alligator habitats. 


Phoenix temps spike 
to hottest of the year 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — The temperature in Phoenix hit a 
whopping 115 degrees Tuesday, making it the city’s 
hottest day this year. 

The scorching weather prompted an excessive 
heat warning earlier in the day from the National 
Weather Service. 

Forecasters urged people to take several precau¬ 
tions. They included drinking water before becom¬ 
ing thirsty, cutting down on time in the sun, avoiding 
outdoor activity in the afternoon and finding shade if 
being outdoors is necessary, as the ground could be 
anywhere from 40 to 60 degrees hotter, the weather 
service said. 

Officials also reminded people to not leave chil¬ 
dren or pets in their cars. 

At the Phoenix Zoo, staff members took extra 
measures to keep monkeys, bears and other animals 
cool. Zookeepers handed out special treats of big ice 
blocks with food such as sunflower seeds frozen in¬ 
side. Elephants received a special hose-down. 

“At the Phoenix Zoo, we consider ... whenever we 



Matt York/AP 


Elephant keeper Monica Uhl cools off Reba, an 
Asian elephant at the Phoenix Zoo, on Tuesday, 
the hottest day recorded in Phoenix this year. 

bring an animal in ... their temperature require¬ 
ments in the wild — what they can deal with,” said 
Angela Comedy, the zoo’s carnivore collection man¬ 
ager. “And some animals we just won’t have here at 
the Phoenix Zoo because it’s too hot for them and we 
can’t keep them as cool as they should be.” 

All of the animal habitats are equipped with pools 
or misters. In addition, the animals’ cooler nighttime 
houses open once the outdoors become too hot. 


Fla. Democrats complain of 
Trump ‘ballot bias’ in 2020 


Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Still 
reeling from a string of high-pro¬ 
file razor-thin election losses in 
Florida, national Democrats are 
asking a federal judge to discard 
a longstanding state law that re¬ 
serves the top slot of next year’s 
presidential ballot for the party of 
the state’s governor. 

Assuming he survives any 
primary challenges, top billing 
would go to President Donald 
Trump — who, like Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, is a Republican. 

In hearings that began Monday 
in US. District Court in Talla¬ 
hassee, Democrats contend that 
a 1951 law would give Trump 
unfair advantage in a state with 
a history of close races, including 
Trump’s victory in 2016 and last 


year’s races for governor and US. 
Senate. 

“If this law stands, in 2020 Re¬ 
publican candidates will be listed 
first on every ballot for every race 
in the state of Florida,” said Marc 
Elias, among the lawyers arguing 
the case for the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee and its allies. 
“We know that being listed first 
on the ballot gives a candidate a 
real advantage.” 

In 2016, Trump prevailed over 
Democrat Hillary Clinton by a 
1.2% margin, while DeSantis de¬ 
feated his Democratic challenger, 
Andrew Gillum, by a scant four- 
tenths of a percent in last year’s 
election. 

Republicans have countered 
that the lawsuit reflected sour 
grapes after a string of Demo¬ 
cratic losses. 
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New US asylum policy stokes border unease 



Salvador Gonzalez/AP 


Migrants have their names checked by immigration officials as they board a bus outside at an 
immigration center in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, on Tuesday that will take them to the cHy of Monterrey. 

$10,000 to take him, his wife and 


By Maria Verza 

Associated Press 

NUEVO LAREDO, Mexico 
— Asylum-seekers gathered in 
Nuevo Laredo, across the border 
from Texas, grappled to under¬ 
stand what a new US. policy that 
all but eliminates refuge claims 
by Central Americans and many 
others meant for their bids to find 
a better life in America amid a 
chaos of rumors, confusion and 
fear. 

The policy went into effect 
Tuesday and represents the most 
forceful attempt to date by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump to slash the 
number of people seeking asylum 
in the United States. It denies 
asylum to anyone who shows up 
on the Mexican border after trav¬ 
eling through another country, 
something Central American mi¬ 
grants have to do. 

In some parts of Nuevo Laredo, 
migrants continued to trickle into 
shelters, including seven mem¬ 
bers of a family from the Mexi¬ 
can state of Michoacan who fled 
the shootings and extortions in 
their violent region and were 
happy to find shelter even though 
some had to sleep in the hallway. 
They hoped they could get asy¬ 
lum because they did not pass 
through another country to reach 
the border. 

But about 70 mostly Central 
American migrants who had 
crossed Mexico to reach the 
border were returned to Mexico 


with an appointment with a judge 
tucked in a transparent plastic 
bag. Some bitter, they assembled 
in the National Institute of Mi¬ 
gration facility next to the inter¬ 
national bridge, with a cluster of 
women cradling children, men 
asking questions and small chil¬ 


dren running around under the 
watchful eye of parents. 

“They didn’t deport us but they 
took us out (of the US.) in a bad 
way; in theory we wait for an au¬ 
dience,” said Nolvin Godoy, 29, a 
Guatemalan who has gone deep 
into debt paying a coyote almost 


her 2-year-old son to get them 
across the Rio Grande to turn 
themselves in to US. authorities. 

After 10 days in a detention 
center in the US., they said they 
were given an appointment with 
a judge in September to begin 


the asylum process. Now they’ve 
been sent back to Mexico and 
hold out little hope of being able 
to appear before the judge on the 
date set. 

“Today the law fell on us and 
they are going to take us to Mon¬ 
terrey — 200 kilometers from 
Nuevo Laredo — and we don’t 
know what is going happen after 
that because we don’t know any¬ 
one. I am sinking into debt,” 
Godoy said. 

Mexican migration officials 
gave them food and a document 
that is a certificate guaranteeing 
them access to official programs 
but which does not specify which 
ones, though Mexico has said the 
returned will be able to get jobs. 
They received an official tele¬ 
phone number and email where 
they can get advice. 

Godoy, who said the stained 
shirt on his back is his only pos¬ 
session, believes it will all be 
worth little if he has no means of 
survival. “Maybe it’s best to go 
back.” 

No migrants dare to go outside 
the migration installations. “Out¬ 
side is organized crime,” he said. 

Dozens of people like Godoy 
were returned to Nuevo Laredo 
on Tuesday and by nightfall had 
been put on a bus with the only 
explanation that they were being 
taken to Monterrey, in the neigh¬ 
boring state of Nuevo Leon. 


2 penguins can’t resist lure of sushi shop 



Shawnee Kim/AP 


Penguins make their way through a sushi shop in Wellington, New Zealand, on 
Monday. The shop owner allowed them in briefly after they were found huddled under 
the store and authorities were called. 


Netanyahu makes 
history as PM 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — Two 
little blue penguins just couldn’t stay away 
from a New Zealand sushi store, return¬ 
ing to nest there even after police had cap¬ 
tured them and escorted them back to the 
ocean. 

Wellington police described them as 
“waddling vagrants,” while the store’s co¬ 
owner joked he had no idea that word of 
his tasty raw fish had reached as far as the 
subaquatic community. 

But Jack Mace, an operations manager 
for the Department of Conservation, said 
the birds would have simply thought they 
had found a snug burrow underneath the 
store and wouldn’t have taken note of what 
was being sold above them. 

“They were within penguin commuting 
distance of the harbor, and they thought 
they’d found a nice spot,” Mace said. 

Police got the first call about a penguin 
loose in the city on Saturday night when 
somebody reported spotting a grumpy bird 
under a parked car. Police said they man¬ 
aged to release it back into the ocean. 

Then police starting taking more calls on 
Monday and found two penguins huddled 
under the Sushi Bi store near the capital’s 
busy train station. 

“The waddling vagrants were removed 
from their sushi stand refuge earlier today 
by Constable John Zhu,” police wrote on 
their Facebook page. “Unsurprisingly, this 
was not the first report police had received 
about the fishy birds.” 

And it turned out it wouldn’t be the last. 

Within hours, the two penguins were 


back underneath the shop. 

Co-owner Long Lin said he was tidying 
up the storage room when he heard a sound 
from near the water tank. He walked out¬ 
side and peered underneath the store and 
thought he was looking at a pigeon. 

“And then I was like, ‘Oh my God, it’s a 
penguin,” he said. “I was panicked. I didn’t 
know what to do.” 

He called authorities, but meanwhile 
the penguins waddled out. So he grabbed 
them one by one and put them inside the 
store. He said the second penguin pecked 
at him several times, leaving red welts on 
his chest. 


“It was a bit wild,” he said. 

Inside the store, the birds strutted about 
seemingly without a care, to the amaze¬ 
ment of worker Shawnee Kim. 

“Really cute,” she said. 

Kim said she tried offering them 
some fresh salmon, but they didn’t seem 
interested. 

Mace said rangers managed to extract 
the birds from under the store’s freezer 
and put them in a special nesting box on 
the harbor, which is about a 660-foot wad¬ 
dle from the store. 

Mace said the penguins haven’t been 
seen since and may be out at sea. 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — As Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hu becomes Israel’s longest-serving prime 
minister, he is solidifying his place as the 
country’s greatest political survivor and 
the most dominant force in Israeli politics 
in his generation. 

He has persevered 
through scandals, 
crises and conflicts, 
winning election after 
election even as the 
country grows more 
bitterly polarized. His 
supporters credit him 
with keeping Israel 
safe and prosperous, 
maintaining its Jew¬ 
ish character and 
boosting its standing internationally. 

His opponents, with equally visceral 
emotion, claim he has dashed hopes for 
peace with the Palestinians, torn society 
apart with vicious attacks on minority 
Arabs and left-wing opponents, and infused 
politics with a culture of corruption. 

But as the longevity of his 13-year rule 
is set to surpass that of Israel’s founding 
father, David Ben-Gurion, on Saturday, all 
agree Netanyahu has left a permanent im¬ 
print on Israel. 

“He thinks that he is the right guy in 
the right place. That he is the one who will 
save Israel and lead Israel to a safe haven,” 
said Aviv Bushinsky, a former Netanyahu 
aide. Israelis think that “things are good, 
so why should we change a winning horse,” 
he added. 
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David Crigger, Bristol (Va.) Herald Courier/AP 


Showing their true colors 

Members of the John Battle High School Color Guard begin their precamp work on Monday in Bristol, 
Va. The Color Guard and members of the marching band will be attending band camp next week at 
UVA-Wise. 


Woman arrested, fined 
for climbing Rushmore 

Nebraska woman was 
fined $1,000 for illegally climb¬ 
ing Mount Rushmore in South 
Dakota. 

Authorities said Alexandria In- 
contro scaled the massive sculp¬ 
ture without a rope in bare feet, 
making it about 15 feet from the 
top of the granite mountain. 

A number of signs on the presi¬ 
dential monument warn people 
not to trespass or climb the 
sculpture. 

The Omaha woman pleaded 
guilty to climbing the monument 
during a federal court appear¬ 
ance in Rapid City on Monday. 
Three other charges, including 
trespassing, were dropped. 

Police: 3 kids locked in 
truck carrying drugs 

TKI NEWPORT —Authori- 
I ties said three children 
were rescued from the back of a 
U-Haul truck that was carrying 
drugs in Tennessee, and three 
North Carolinians have been 
charged in the case. 

The Tennessee Highway Patrol 
told reporters that a bystander in 
Cocke County called authorities 
to report seeing children being 
locked in the truck. Trooper 
Owen Caudill pulled over the U- 
Haul and found a 1-year-old, a 5- 
year-old and an 8-year-old locked 
in the back. Temperatures hov¬ 
ered in the low 90s. 

Authorities said a passenger 
surrendered some marijuana and 
an ensuing vehicle search uncov¬ 
ered crystal meth, cocaine and 
drug paraphernalia. 

Eric Larue, Lakiza Williams, 
and Willie Green Jr. were ar¬ 
rested on charges including child 
endangerment. 

‘Some jerk’ steals doors 
off police Humvee 

U A WARREN — Police 
lwl^% in Massachusetts 
are looking for “some jerk” who 
stole four doors off a department 
vehicle. 

The Warren Police Depart¬ 
ment’s Humvee doors were taken 
while it was parked in a munici¬ 
pal lot near the police station. 

Police have surveillance video 
of a white pickup truck they be¬ 
lieve may have been driven by a 
person connected to the theft. 

Chief Gerald Millette told the 
Telegram & Gazette the doors 
can be lifted off their hinges 
without unbolting anything. The 
motive for the theft is unclear, but 
Millette said such doors can fetch 
up to $5,000 online. 

Disney Skyliner to begin 
operating in September 

PI ORLANDO — Disney 
r L visitors will get to try 
out the theme park’s new air gon¬ 
dolas in September. 

Walt Disney World announced 
Monday that the Disney Skyliner, 
which is like mini cabins in the 
sky, will begin operating on Sept. 
29 and will give guests “a never- 
before-seen birds-eye view.” It 
will transport visitors between 


Epcot, Hollywood Studios and 
several resorts. 

The rides will last between five 
and 15 minutes. 

Worker put on leave 
over bra/X-ray flap 

H/l O KANSAS CITY — A 
I w I Missouri jail employ¬ 
ee said she was placed on leave 
after putting her underwire bra 
through an X-ray machine as she 
was getting screened into work. 

Charlotte Hardin said she had 
to take off her bra because it set 
off the metal detector at Jackson 
County Detention Center. She 
said the facility put her on leave 
in June, saying undergarments 
can’t be X-rayed. She hasn’t been 
given a return date. 

Hardin’s attorney filed a sex 
discrimination and retaliation 
complaint with the Missouri 
Commission on Human Rights 
and the Equal Employment Op¬ 
portunity Commission. 


3 children hurt when 
bounce house lifts off 

RENO — Authorities 
w said strong winds blew 
an inflatable bounce house with 
three children inside into power 
lines, causing electricity to be 
temporarily cut off to thousands 
of people in Nevada. 

The Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Office said the bounce house was 
uplifted about 10 feet and got 
caught on the lines in Reno. 

Deputies and firefighters res¬ 
cued the children, treating two at 
the scene and taking the third to 
a hospital. 

Woman gets postcard 
man mailed in 1993 

11 SPRINGFIELD — An II- 
I L linois woman checked her 
mail and learned about a man’s 
travels in Hong Kong. But Kim 
Draper doesn’t know the man — 


and the postcard is 26 years old. 

Draper, who lives in Spring- 
field, said the postcard from 1993 
appears to have been written by 
a father to his children. She told 
The State Journal-Register that 
she’s been searching online for 
Leena Kizilbash, who could be 
living in Massachusetts. 

Draper said the postcard is 
in great condition despite being 
nearly three decades old. She 
believes the family probably was 
renting her house in the 1990s. 

County considers bill to 
outlaw balloon releases 

H/l O CENTREVILLE 
I w I — Lawmakers of a 
Maryland county are considering 
a bill that would outlaw balloon 
releases and impose a $250 fine 
on those who ignore the mandate. 

The Capital reported the bill 
was introduced to the Queen 
Anne’s County Board of Com¬ 
missioners last week by Commis- 


THE CENSUS 

The approximate 
length in feet of a 
Florida python that 
could be slithering to¬ 
ward a world record. 
Emerald Coast Zoo co-owner Rick de 
Ridder said their femaie reticulated py¬ 
thon named “Ginormica" weighs more 
than 200 pounds. Her diet consists of 
previously frozen goats and pigs. Rid¬ 
der says she could near world record 
size in a couple of years, which is about 
25-feet long. 


sioner Christopher Corchiarino, 
who said releasing balloons is lit¬ 
tering. The bill wouldn’t penalize 
accidental releases or those done 
by government agencies. 

The bill is backed by the Queen 
Anne’s Conservation Association. 
The association’s executive direc¬ 
tor, Jay Falstad, said creatures 
often mistake nonbiodegradable 
balloons as food or get fatally 
trapped and injured by balloon 
ribbons. 

Man to compete in 
world dart tournament 

PI LAKELAND — A pro- 
r L fessional dart player 
from Florida is heading to the 
world championship in London. 

Danny Baggish, 35, is fresh 
off his $10,000 win at the Dafa- 
bet North American Champion¬ 
ship in Las Vegas over the July 
4 weekend. The win qualified 
him for the William Hill World 
Championship. 

The Lakeland Ledger report¬ 
ed the victor of that prestigious 
tournament also gets a $500,000 
winner’s check. 

Museum to display 
Picasso art in 2020 

^ ■■ CLEVELAND — 
Pablo Picasso’s art¬ 
work will be displayed next year 
on a large scale at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art for the first time 
in nearly two decades. 

The museum will host the in¬ 
ternational traveling exhibition, 
“Picasso and Paper” from May 
24 to Aug. 23. 

Museum officials said the 
exhibition will be organized in 
partnership with London’s Royal 
Academy of Arts and the Musee 
national Picasso-Paris. The last 
time the Cleveland museum 
showcased a large-scale display 
of Picasso’s work was in 2001. 

Officials investigating 
report of alligator 

^ EAST LYME — Con¬ 
necticut environmental 
officials are investigating a re¬ 
port that an alligator was spotted 
near a lake in East Lyme. 

The state Department of Ener¬ 
gy and Environmental Protection 
said it received a report that a 
resident living near Powers Lake 
spotted a footlong alligator from 
a distance. 

Conservation police visited 
the site and interviewed the resi¬ 
dent, but officials said they have 
not confirmed the presence of an 
alligator. 

From wire reports 















Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, July 18,2019 


FACES 


Flexibility of form 


Hannah Gadsby broke comedy - so what’s she building now? 


By Elahe Izadi 
The Washington Post 

H annah Gadsby is pretty sure the audi¬ 
ence at her comedy show is here because 
of how she talks about trauma. 

“That’s why I’m here, too,” she tells 
the crowd during at a recent performance at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington. 

In her 2018 Netflix special “Nanette,” Gadsby 
delivered sharp, delightful jokes before methodi¬ 
cally breaking down comedy’s limitations as she 
revealed her experiences with sexism, homopho¬ 
bia and violence. Refusing to offer escapist laughs, 
Gadsby forced the audience to sit with her pain 
— and it turned her into a sensation far beyond her 
native Australia. 

So what to expect of her now? “If it’s more trau¬ 
ma, I’m fresh out,” Gadsby quips onstage. “Had I 
known just how wildly popular trauma would be, I 
might have budgeted mine better. I could have had 
a healthy trilogy.” 

Instead, Gadsby created “Douglas,” the show 
she’s touring before Netflix releases it in 2020. She 
struts out to Madonna’s transcendent karaoke an¬ 
them, “Like a Prayer.” She greets the crowd under a 
giant goofy photo of her and her fluffy dog, Douglas 
(yes, she named the show after him). She explains 
exactly what she will do: I will tell some traditional 
stand-up jokes and needle the patriarchy; I will say 
some serious sentences and purposefully refrain 
from making them funny; I will deliver a literal 
lecture and it will be enjoyable; and you will be sur¬ 
prised by my single Louis C.K. joke, even though 
I’ve already told you I’m going to tell one. 

Gadsby essentially makes several promises, and 
then she sets about making good on them all. 

Gadsby, 41, wrote “Douglas” in March, but the 
themes have been stewing in her mind: the names 
we give things and the limits they carry, what is 
considered genius and why we are so certain. 

“What I want essentially is flexibility of form. 
That’s what I’m driving at,” Gadsby says, noting 
“flexibility is seen as a feminine trait and it’s seen 
as a weakness.” 

Gadsby began playing with stand-up conventions 
in “Nanette,” launching a discourse about post¬ 
comedy and whether something like “Nanette” 
should even be considered stand-up. By using com¬ 
edy’s tools — timing, building tension, callbacks 
— Gadsby set out to break the genre itself 
“The premise of skill is not the same as having 
something to say. Why make people laugh; why are 
we doing this? People will laugh; they’ve got this,” 
she says. “It’s very arrogant to think we need come¬ 
dians if laughing is the only reason they’re there, 
because everyone knows how to. We got it.” 

“By making comedy not funny. I’m turning com¬ 


edy into a joke,” she continues. “The reason we 
make jokes about things is either to hold up power 
or disrupt it, and that was a disruption of power.” 

The effort was met with massive praise as soon 
as “Nanette” hit Netflix. Overwhelmed, Gadsby 
put her social media away for a week after the 
premiere before she eventually hit the talk-show 
circuit in the U.S., presented at awards shows and 
made famous friends. 

Gadsby previously had an established career in 
Australia and understood what “buzz” could look 
like, “but then I found out what a ‘buzz flood’ was.” 
The flood carried debris: When she returned to so¬ 
cial media, she discovered hate directed at her once 
it was clear that her special had struck a chord. 

Gadsby talks of haters in “Douglas” with the in¬ 
quisitiveness of a researcher and tackles the rigid¬ 
ity of genre and historical narratives. Who made 
the decisions as to what’s worth remembering and 
who belongs in the canon? Not women, she argues; 
history is “men’s mood diary.” 

Although Gadsby mentions him briefly in “Doug¬ 
las,” Louis C.K. — who admitted to sexual mis¬ 
conduct allegations in 2017 and promised to stop 
performing and listen for a while — is treated as 
an abstraction and counterpoint to her work. His 
fall coincided with her rise, and many of her haters 
make up his fan base, she says. “Men will literally 
say to me, ‘At least Louis C.K. is funny. You had to 
be raped to be relevant.’ You know, things like this. 
It is horrific.” 

Initially, Gadsby refrained from commenting 
publicly on C.K. because he had “some healing to 
doing and some thinking to do.” Then nine months 
after going silent, he began performing again and 
Gadsby said his leaked set — in which he mocked 
the Parkland, Fla., shooting survivors, using a 
derogatory term that Gadsby finds especially 
horrendous — demonstrated a “complete lack of 
empathy.” 

“I don’t want to make light of why he made those 
decisions,” she says of his sexual misconduct, “but 
he is making light of it by not thinking it through. 
So he’s given me permission to go, ‘You’re a joke 
until you learn why this is not acceptable.’ ” 

Those who cry “free speech” but are threatened 
by her commenting on a powerful man in the indus¬ 
try are missing the point, she says; comedy is “the 
little guy having a voice.” And to her, the worry that 
“political correctness is going to kill comedy” is a 
sign of weakness. 

“Is it? If something as benign as political cor¬ 
rectness can kill something, that thing is sick. 

That is not a thing that is robust,” Gadsby 
says. “If political correctness can 
kill comedy, comedy needs 
to harden the hell up.” 


Australian comedian Hannah Gadsby, 41, 
is on tour for her new comedy show, “Douglas” 
— a follow-up to the groundbreaking “Nanette.” 



Combs joins Grand Ole Opry 


Associated Press 

Country singer Luke Combs 
was 6 years old when his mom 
and grandmother snuck him into 
his first concert by hiding him 
in the backseat of their car so he 
could go see Vince Gill play at a 
minor league baseball stadium. 

It came full circle for the sing¬ 
er-songwriter from North Caro¬ 
lina when Gill came out to induct 
Combs into the Grand Ole Opry 
on Tuesday night in Nashville. 

Combs, 29, who has taken 
country music by storm in the 
past two years with hit after hit 
off his debut m^or label record. 


told reporters backstage before 
the induction that he didn’t get to 
see Gill finish that performance 
23 years ago. 

“I actually missed my favorite 
song that night because I started 
crying because there was thunder 
in the background, so we ended 
up leaving early,” Combs said. 

The Opry induction is just the 
latest accomplishment for the 
singer since releasing his double¬ 
platinum album, “This One’s For 
You,” in 2017. It produced five No. 
1 country hits, including the four- 
times platinum “Hurricane” and 
the three-times platinum “When 
It Rains It Pours.” 



The honors 
continue to 
roll in for 
Luke Combs, 
whose latest 
album has 
produced five 
No. 1 hits. 


Influential anti-apartheid musician Clegg dies 


Johnny Clegg, a South African musician 
who performed in defiance of racial barri¬ 
ers imposed under the country’s apartheid 
system and celebrated its new democracy 
under Nelson Mandela, died Tuesday. He 
was 66 and had pancreatic cancer. 

The Grammy-nominated and British- 
born singer sometimes called the “White 
Zulu” died peacefully at home in Johan¬ 
nesburg with his family there, according 
to Clegg’s manager, Roddy Quin. 

Clegg’s multiracial bands during South 
Africa’s white minority rule attracted an 
international following. He crafted hits in¬ 
spired by Zulu and township harmonies, as 
well as folk music and other influences. 

One of Clegg’s best-known songs was 
“Asimbonanga,” which means “We’ve 
never seen him” in Zulu. It refers to South 


Africans during apart¬ 
heid when images of 
the then-imprisoned 
Mandela were banned. 
Mandela was released 
in 1990 after 27 years 
in prison and became 
South Africa’s first 
black president in all-race elections four 
years later. 

The Grammy-winning Soweto Gospel 
Choir said it was “devastated” by Clegg’s 
death and called him a “music icon and a 
true South African.” 

The musician performed as late as 2017, 
high-kicking and stomping during a tour 
called “The Final Journey” while his can¬ 
cer was in remission. 

From The Associated Press 
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By Guy Snodgrass 
Special to The Washington Post 

he global threats that the U.S. 
military faces are the least of its 
concerns. 

Sure, the actions recently at¬ 
tributed to Iran — damaging two tankers 
in the Gulf of Oman and shooting down a 
drone — have further inflamed an already 
tense situation in the Middle East. But Iran 
shouldn’t keep us up at night. Nor should 
North Korea’s threats to resume testing 
ballistic missiles. Or China’s ongoing at¬ 
tempt to militarize the South China Sea, 
slowly shifting the Indo-Pacific’s balance 
of power. Even Russian attempts to ignite a 
hypersonic arms race worry me less than 
what is going on inside the Pentagon. 

The Pentagon is in far greater trouble 
because of one simple reason: a lack of 
leadership. 

The Pentagon recently surpassed a 
previously unthought-of milestone — 6V2 
months without a Senate-confirmed 
secretary at the helm. Mark Esper, the 
president’s new nominee for the position, 
was the second person to serve as acting 
defense secretary. The Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998 ensured that a third 
acting secretary — Richard Spencer, the 
secretary of the Navy — temporarily took 
the helm Monday, as Esper cannot serve as 
acting secretary while under consideration 
for the permanent appointment. 

The Senate rightly fast-tracked Esper’s 
nomination, holding the hearing before its 
Armed Services Committee on Tuesday, 
and his strong performance seemed to as¬ 
sure his confirmation, with a floor vote an¬ 
ticipated on Thursday. 

Even still, this long-standing leadership 
vacuum is compounded by a Pentagon with 
an acting deputy defense secretary, acting 
secretary of the Army, acting secretary of 
the Air Force, acting inspector general, 
acting assistant defense secretary for in¬ 
ternational security affairs ... the list goes 
on. CNN revealed this month 19 of the most 
senior Pentagon positions are either vacant 


By Rep. Ted Lieu 
Special to The Washington Post 

I served on active duty in the U.S. Air 
Force and currently serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Yet I still 
experience people telling me to “go 
back” to China or North Korea or Japan. 
Like many immigrants, I have learned to 
brush off this racist insult. I never thought 
the president of the United States would 
tell members of Congress to “go back” to 
another country. 

President Donald Trump has often 
crossed the line of what constitutes decent 
behavior. But this time feels different be¬ 
cause he is now attacking legal immigra¬ 
tion and U.S. citizenship. His statements 
on Sunday and since then imply that immi¬ 
grants are somehow less loyal to our coun¬ 
try, less American, and that we should “go 
back” or “leave” if we disagree with him. 

Twenty years ago, I wrote an op-ed in 
The Washington Post about what it was 
like to wear my Air Force uniform while 
people questioned my loyalty to the United 
States, all because of the color of my skin. I 
was in my Air Force blues when a woman 
asked if I was in the Chinese air force. 

The suspicion that immigrants are not 
to be trusted or are unpatriotic is not just 
wrong, it is un-American. And dangerous. 
Yet it has marred America’s past, including 
with the 19th-century “Yellow Peril” hys¬ 
teria, the internment during World War II 
of more than 110,000 people who happened 
to be of Japanese descent and accusations 
against Jewish Americans of harboring 


or filled by a temporary acting official. 
Lower-tier leadership posts are similarly 
gapped. Friends serving in the Pentagon 
describe a disordered situation, where no 
one can speak with confidence regarding 
the military’s long-term priorities. 

This situation is untenable. It took a turn 
for the worse when Adm. William Moran, 
the Senate-confirmed chief of naval opera¬ 
tions, resigned last week before ever taking 
office. Adm. John Richardson will remain 
the Navy’s top officer before reaching 
mandatory retirement in September. The 
race is now on to identify, vet and nominate 
a replacement before time runs out. 

Then, on July 10, Gen. John Hyten’s 
nomination as the next vice chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff—the second-most 
senior uniformed officer in the United 
States — was placed at risk by allegations 
of misconduct. Although military officials 
deemed the allegations insufficient to 
bring charges, he could become a politi¬ 
cally unpalatable choice for the job. Gen. 
Paul Selva, who holds the job, retires at the 
end of this month. 

Under any normal circumstances, even 
a week without a defense secretary could 
present a dangerous leadership vacuum in 
the Pentagon. That the position was vacant 
for more than six months — and that this 
lack of leadership has become systemic — 
is shocking. This chaotic security situation 
emboldens U.S. adversaries, alarms allies 
and erodes the Defense Department’s abil¬ 
ity to retain the talented careerists needed 
for the military’s long-term health. 

It also delays the transformative change 
the military sorely needs. 

The 2018 National Defense Strategy 
acknowledged that the U.S. military is 
“emerging from a period of strategic at¬ 
rophy, aware that our military advantage 
has been eroding.” The strategy cited as 
reasons an increasingly complex security 
environment, rapid technological change 
and the impact to readiness from 18 con¬ 
secutive years of war, requiring that we 
prioritize “what is most important to field a 
lethal, resilient, and rapidly adapting Joint 


dual loyalties. 

That brand of bigotry was at the core of 
Trump’s online comments attacking the 
patriotism of Democratic Reps. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, of New York; Ilhan Omar, 
of Minnesota; Ayanna Pressley, of Massa¬ 
chusetts; and Rashida Tlaib, of Michigan, 
insults he continued to defend Tuesday. 

To say I was furious when I read Trump’s 
tweets would be an understatement. It 
brought me back to the feelings I had when 
writing in 1999: about belonging, sacrifice 
and what it means to be an American. Just 
as my Air Force uniform didn’t protect me 
from racism then, the lapel pins worn by 
members of Congress didn’t shield those 
four representatives from Trump’s hate¬ 
ful venom. It didn’t matter that three of the 
women were actually bom in the United 
States or that Omar emigrated from Soma¬ 
lia as a child. 

The problem for the president is that 
many Americans are immigrants or have 
friends or family members who are im¬ 
migrants. The American people continue 
to support newcomers. A Gallup poll last 
year found that 75% of Americans believe 
immigration is good for the country. The 
American people understand that what 
makes the nation great is not people’s 
bloodlines or how long ago their ancestors 
arrived here, but their character and belief 
in the Constitution. 

A lot has changed in 20 years since I 
wrote the Post op-ed. Americans elected 
the nation’s first black president; there is a 
Hispanic American on the Supreme Court; 
a woman is House speaker; a record num- 


Force.” 

But how does one prioritize without 
a leader? How can the Pentagon “gain 
full value from every taxpayer dollar” or 
“deliver performance at the speed of rel¬ 
evance” without Senate-confirmed senior 
leadership? 

One benefit of a vast bureaucracy is in¬ 
ertia — the ability to weather short periods 
of change, such as administration swap- 
outs following a presidential election. But 
inertia can carry you only so far. The re¬ 
ality is that a ship without a captain can 
remain afloat, but the ship’s effectiveness 
degrades rapidly without a leader. 

The U.S. military — and the United 
States itself — must have a real defense 
secretary. If voted through, Esper and 
the administration must prioritize put¬ 
ting Senate-confirmed leaders in place at 
the Pentagon. The military needs leaders 
empowered to speak from a position of 
strength, with Congress’ vote of confidence 
behind them. Only a real — not acting 
— defense secretary can enact the strate¬ 
gic changes needed to restore the military 
and steer the Pentagon away from its rud¬ 
derless course. While our uniformed mili¬ 
tary leaders are well-equipped to respond 
to conflicts overseas, only senior civilian 
leaders can provide the overarching policy 
guidance they require. 

President Donald Trump declared dur¬ 
ing his Fourth of July address that “our 
nation is stronger today than it ever was 
before.” Unfortunately, his statement does 
not reflect ground truth at the Pentagon, 
where actions — or a lack thereof — speak 
louder than words ever could. The world 
won’t wait for senior leaders to be nomi¬ 
nated and confirmed. Today’s flashpoints 
are already here, and more are likely on 
the way. 

Guy Snodgrass is chief executive of Defense 
Analytics, a strategic advisory firm in 
Washington. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander 
and most recently served as director of 
communications and chief speechwriter for 
former Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. He is the 
author of “Holding the Line: Inside Trump’s 
Pentagon with Secretary Mattis.” 


ber of Asian Americans are in Congress; 
and for the first time. Native American 
women and Muslim American women are 
serving in Congress. 

“The United States has more immigrants 
than any other country in the world,” ac¬ 
cording to Pew Research, and “the U.S. 
foreign-born population reached a record 
44.4 million in 2017.” The same report 
found that immigrants and their descen¬ 
dants will drive 88 percent of the United 
States’ population growth through 2065. 
The president cannot stop most of this de¬ 
mographic change, especially without the 
consent of Congress. 

The United States represents hope, free¬ 
dom and opportunities to those who are 
born here and to those who are not. Those 
values are part of the United States’ fabric. 
Diversity — both in ideas and people — has 
always been one of the country’s greatest 
assets. 

Americans — white, black, Hispanic, 
Asian and Native American — understand 
that we are better than the president’s xe¬ 
nophobic message. Americans understand 
that rising drug prices, wage stagnation 
and inadequate infrastructure affect ev¬ 
eryone, regardless of race. It is hearten¬ 
ing to see the reaction to Trump’s remarks 
from countless Americans who recognized 
that his words were repulsive. Notwith¬ 
standing the current occupant of the Oval 
Office, the United States is, and will re¬ 
main, an exceptional nation. 

Ted Lieu, a Democrat, represents California’s 
33rd Congressional District in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 



‘Go back’ sentiment is antithetical to American values 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 



Glen Stubbe, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


Workers and activists picket outside the Amazon fulfiilment Center 
in Shakopee, Minn., on Monday, the afternoon of Prime Day. Large 
retaiiers in generai saw a 64% increase in online saies Monday. 


Prime Day was a rising tide 
for Amazon, other retailers 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The gravita¬ 
tional pull of Amazon Prime Day 
is so strong on shoppers it’s ben¬ 
efiting other retailers as well, ac¬ 
cording to an early analysis from 
a key data group. 

On Monday, the first day of its 
48-hour sales event, large retail¬ 
ers, those that generated annual 
revenue of at least $1 billion, en¬ 
joyed a 64% increase in online 
sales compared with an aver¬ 
age Monday, according to Adobe 
Analytics, which measures 80 of 
the top 100 retailers on the web in 
the U.S. That compares with last 
year’s 54%. 

In addition, niche retailers, 
those with annual revenue of less 
than $5 million, had a 30% in¬ 
crease in online sales. 

Amazon’s fifth annual Prime 
Day, which this year began Mon¬ 
day afternoon, was created to 
drum up sales during sluggish 
summer months and sign up more 
users for the company’s member¬ 
ship program. 


Other retailers have introduced 
sales to compete against Prime 
Day. Walmart has a “summer 
savings event” through Wednes¬ 
day. Best Buy, eBay, Target and 
other retailers are also offering 
discounts. 

The Seattle e-commerce behe¬ 
moth said it was offering more 
than 1 million deals. Amazon’s 
products, like its Fire tablets and 
Echo smart speakers, are usually 
among the strongest sellers. 

The events have also helped 
to encourage shoppers to make 
back-to-school shopping purchas¬ 
es ahead of that season. 

At a warehouse in Shakopee, 
Minn., Amazon workers staged 
a protest Monday to raise aware¬ 
ness of what they say are unfair 
working conditions. A group of 
tech workers in Seattle, called 
Amazon Employees for Climate 
Justice, is supporting the strike. 

Amazon said late Monday night 
that roughly 15 workers par¬ 
ticipated in the event outside the 
Shakopee fulfillment center. 


Congress grills Big Tech 
over competition, power 


By Barbara Ortutay 
AND Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

Big Tech faced tough questions 
Tuesday as federal lawmakers 
focused on issues of potentially 
anticompetitive behavior by 
technology giants and expressed 
bipartisan skepticism over Face- 
book’s plan for a new digital 
currency. 

Companies such as Apple, 
Google, Facebook and Amazon 
have long enjoyed nearly unbri¬ 
dled growth and a mythic stature 
as once-scrappy startups — born 
in garages and a dorm room and a 
road trip across the United States 
— that grew up to dominate their 
rivals. But as they’ve grown more 
powerful, critics have also grown 
louder, questioning whether the 
companies stifle competition and 
innovation and if their influence 
poses a danger to society. 

Democrats and Republicans 
had grievances to air, even if 
there wasn’t much consensus on 
what to do about them. 

An afternoon panel of the 
House Judiciary Committee fo¬ 
cused on whether it’s time for 
Congress to rein in these compa¬ 
nies, which are among the largest 
on Earth by several measures. 
Central to that case is whether 
their business practices run afoul 
of century-old laws originally de¬ 
signed to combat railroad and oil 
monopolies. 

For some legislators, mostly 
Democrats, those laws are in need 
of updates or at least more strin¬ 
gent enforcement. Ultimately, 
such action could lead to breaking 


up big online platforms, blocking 
future acquisitions or imposing 
other limits on their actions. 

A panel of four mid-level exec¬ 
utives from the companies coun¬ 
tered that their firms continue to 
innovate, that they face vigorous 
competition on all fronts — in¬ 
cluding from one another — and, 
perhaps most of all, that they 
were not monopolists in any way, 
shape or form. 

Facebook, for instance, has ar¬ 
gued that it is not a monopoly be¬ 
cause it has many competitors in 
businesses as diverse as private 
messaging, photo sharing and on¬ 
line advertising. 

Democratic Rep. Joe Neguse, 
of Colorado, asked Facebook’s 
head of global policy develop¬ 
ment, Matt Perault, to name the 
world’s largest social network 
by active users. (It is Facebook.) 
When Perault said he couldn’t, 
Neguse ticked off four of the six 
largest — Facebook, Facebook 
Messenger, Instagram and What- 
sApp — and had Perault verify 
that all are owned by Facebook. 


MARKET WATCH 


July 16, 2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 



27,335.63 


Nasdaq -35.39 

composite 8,222.80 


Standard & -10.26 

Poor’s 500 3,004.04 


Russell 

2000 


0.18 

1,562.00 


“We have a word for that and 
that word is monopoly, or at least 
monopoly power,” Neguse said. 

Timothy Wu, a law professor 
at Columbia University who has 
advocated for more expansive 
antitrust enforcement, noted con¬ 
cerns about a fall in the number 
of startups being formed. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 18).$1.1510 

Dollar buys (July 18).€0.8688 

British pound (July 18).$1.27 

Japanese yen (July 18).105.00 

South Korean won (July 18).1,149.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2420 

Canada (Dollar).1.3068 

China (Yuan) 6 8778 

Denmark (Krone).6.6554 

Egypt (Pound).16.5942 

Euro.$1.1221/0.8912 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8140 

Hungary (Forint).291.21 

Israel (Shekel).3.5433 

Japan (Yen) 108 24 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3046 

Norway (Krone).8.5835 

Philippines (Peso).51.09 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7501 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3623 

South Korea (Won).1,181.26 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9891 

Thailand (Baht).30.92 

Turkey (Lira).5.6912 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST ■ THURSDAY IN EUROPE ■ FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
































Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, July 18,2019 




MicS Lima pis 

luw e. THE. EAKTU. ^OW 


IF HICK0SF& £i/eK 
eXI0T£P 0I\1 gituer 
PLANET, THEN ir& ALMOST 
&UAKANTEEP TUEY'KE 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



DOWN 

1 Pub orders 

2 TV remote button 

3 Carolina college 

4 Ice-cream 
parlor orders 

5 Hockey great 
Gretzky 

6 Honest politician 

7 Wacko 

8 Beethoven’s 
“Fur — ” 

9 1984 Winter 
Olympics site 

10 “Caught ya!” 

11 Ornate vase 
19Hosp. hookups 
21 Bio stat 


23 Countrified 

24 “Metamorphoses” 
poet 

25 Congers 

26 Pt. of speech 

27 “Horton 
Hears —!” 

28 Lengthy 
on-the-air 
fundraiser 

32 Florida city 

33 Graceful 

35 Physique 

36 Links org. 

38 Uses a phone 

39 Glowing coal 

42 Entreaty 

43 “Believe — not!” 

44 Billions of years 

45 Badly lit 

46 Citrus drink 
48 Sailor’s assent 


ACROSS 

1 Iowa city 
5 Pallid 
8 Jacob’s twin 

12 Humdinger 

13 “Aladdin” 
monkey 

14 Cowardly Lion 
portrayer 

15 Thames town 

16 However 

17 Tehran’s country 

18 Mail, as payment 
20 Juanita’s home 
22 Typical fellow 
26 Phoebe of 

“Gremlins” 

29 Exploit 

30 Prior night 

31 Has bills 

32 Metal source 

33 Satan’s forte 

34 Stanley Cup org. 

35 Bikini top 

36 Trudges 

37 Average frat boy 

40 “I did it!” 

41 Heckle or Jeckle 
45 Willy Wonka’s 

creator 
47 Arrest 

49 Choir voice 

50 Teen fave 

51 Decorate 
Easter eggs 

52 Night light? 

53 Clothing store 
section 

7-18 CRYPTOQUIP 

MEPL QSIJEQTJ BPFHZPLXF 
TJSP EYTQBQYF THFXJSPF HE 
FDPPWE, MQYIZ DPQDIP Will 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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IT E N T I L 


R J^_S__S_J__A 
■ B EARS 


XEQFP FQQLPBHFTF? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip; SMALL CARTOON 
SUPERHERO WHO REACHES HIS MOST 
POWERFUL FORM IN THE FALL SEASON: 
AUTUMN ANT. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals M 
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• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
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No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 
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Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 
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camera icon go to stripes.com 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Entertainment 450 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone &iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need u! 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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features, interactive articles, award-winning 
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access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tennis 

1 

Cycling 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 10 6 6 36 39 32 

D.C. United 8 5 8 32 27 23 

New York 9 7 4 31 35 28 

Atlanta 9 8 3 30 28 25 

Montreal 9 10 3 30 26 36 

New York City FC 7 3 8 29 31 22 

Toronto FC 7 8 5 26 32 33 

Orlando City 7 9 4 25 28 27 

New England 6 8 6 24 24 38 

Chicago 5 9 7 22 32 31 

Columbus 5 14 2 17 17 31 

Cincinnati 5 13 2 17 20 45 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 14 2 4 46 53 17 

Seattle 10 5 5 35 31 26 

LA Galaxy 11 8 1 34 27 25 

Minnesota United 10 7 3 33 37 29 

San Jose 9 7 4 31 33 31 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 2 29 29 29 

FC Dallas 8 8 5 29 29 26 

Houston 8 8 3 27 29 28 

Sporting KC 6 7 7 25 32 34 

Portland 7 8 3 24 28 30 

Colorado 5 10 5 20 31 40 

Vancouver 4 9 8 20 22 34 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, July 12 

New England 2, D.C. United 2, tie 
Los Angeles FC 3, Houston 1 
San Jose 3, LA Galaxy 1 

Saturday, July 13 
Orlando City 1, Columbus 0 
Toronto FC 2, Montreal 0 
Cincinnati 2, Chicago 1 
Minnesota United 1, FC Dallas 0 
Real Salt Lake 4, Philadelphia 0 
Sporting Kansas City 3, Vancouver 0 
Colorado 2, Portland 2, tie 
Sunday, July 14 
Seattle 2, Atlanta 1 
New York 2, New York City FC 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Houston at Atlanta 
Vancouver at New England 
Columbus at Chicago 
New York at Toronto FC 

Thursday’s games 
D.C. United at Cincinnati 
Orlando City at Portland 
Friday’s game 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 
Saturday’s games 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Houston at Toronto FC 
Montreal at Columbus 
FC Dallas at Sporting Kansas City 
New York City FC at Colorado 
Minnesota United at Real Salt Lake 
San Jose at Vancouver 

Sunday’s games 
D.C. United at Atlanta 
New England at Cincinnati 
New York at Orlando City 
Portland at Seattle 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 6 2 4 22 26 12 

Portland 6 2 4 22 23 16 

Reign FC 5 2 5 20 12 11 

Washington 5 3 3 18 17 11 

Utah 5 4 2 17 8 8 

Chicago 5 5 2 17 18 18 

Houston 3 5 4 13 13 19 

Orlando 2 9 2 8 15 31 

Sky Blue FC 2 7 2 8 9 15 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, July 13 
North Carolina 2, Reign FC 0 
Chicago 1, Houston 0 

Sunday, July 14 
Portland 4, Orlando 3 

Friday’s game 
Portland at Utah 

Saturday’s games 
Houston at Washington 
Sky Blue FC at Orlando 

Sunday’s games 
North Carolina at Chicago 
Wednesday, July 24 
Washington at Sky Blue FC 
Houston at Portland 


World rankings 

Through July 14 

1. Brooks Koepka US 

2. Dustin Johnson US 

3. Rory Mcliroy Nl 

4. Justin Rose EN 

5. Tiger Woods US 

6. Bryson DeChambeau US 

7. Francesco Molinari IT, 

8. Jon Rahm ES 

9. Justin Thomas US 

10. Patrick Cantlay US 

11. Xander Schauffele US 

12. Gary Woodland US 

13. Matt Kuchar US 


World TeamTennis 

W L Pet 

Springfield 
Orlando 
San Diego 
New York 
Orange County 
Philadelphia 
Vegas 
Washington 

Monday’s matches 
Philadelphia 25, San Diego 11 
Vegas 22, Washington 18 
Orlando 22, Orange County 19 
Tuesday’s matches 
New York 24, Vegas 16 
Orange County 23, Philadelphia 15 
- 20, Was'-’—"— 


San Diego 20, Washington II 
Springfield 23, Orlando 15 

Wednesday’s matches 
Vegas at Philadelphia 
Orange County at at Washington 
San Diego at Orlando 
New York at Springfield 

Hall of Fame Open 


lort, R. 


Purse: $583,585 (ATP250) 
Surface:^Grap-Outdoor 

First Round 

Denis Kudia, United States, def. Brad¬ 
ley Klahn (8), United States, 6-4,7-6 (5). 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. 
Brayden Schnur, Canada, 6-1, 2-6, 6-3. 

Alexander Bublik (7), Kazakhstan, def. 
Alex Bolt, Australia, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (4). 

Viktor Troicki, Serbia, def. Jason Jung, 
Taiwan, 3-6, 7-5, 7-5. 

Ramkumar Ramanathan, India, def. 
Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 5-7, 7-6 (6), 

Christopher Eubanks, United States, 
def. Steve Johnson (5), United States, 7-6 
(9), 7-6 (5). 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Tim 
Smyezek, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 


First Round 

Marcus Daniell, New Zealand, and Le- 
ander Paes (3), India, def. Max Purcell 
and Luke Saville, Australia, 2-6, 6-2,10-5. 

Ben McLachlan, Japan, and John-Pat- 
rick Smith (4), Australia, def. Ugo Hum¬ 
bert, France, and Hugo Nys, Monaco, 6-3, 
7-6 (7). 

Marcelo Arevalo, El Salvador, and 
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela, Mexico, def. 
Tennys Sandgren, United States, and 
Max Schnur, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Croatia Open 

At ATP Stadlon Goran Ivanisevic 
Umag, Croatia 
Purse: $590,835 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Thomas 
Fabbiano, Italy, 6-3, 6-2. 

Nino Serdarusic, Croatia, def. Marco 
Trungelliti, Argentina, 6-3, 6-3. 

Facundo Bagnis, Argentina, def. Mar¬ 
tin Klizan (7), Slovakia, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5. 

Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, def. Peter Toreb- 
ko, Germany, 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-2. 

Attila Balazs, Hungary, def. Viktor Ga- 
lovic, Croatia, 6-0, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (4). 

Leonardo Mayer (8), Argentina, def. 
Pablo Andujar, Spain, 6-1,7-5. 

Filip Krajinovic (6), Serbia, def. Taro 
Daniel, Japan, 7-5, 7-6 (4). 

Salvatore Caruso, Italy, def. Corentin 
Moutet, France, 7-5, 6-0. 


14. Rickie Fowler 

15. Paul Casey 

16. Adam Scott 

17. Tony Finau 

18. Jason Day 

19. Webb Simpson 

20. Tommy Fleetwood 

21. Bubba Watson 

22. Louis Oosthuizen 

23. Matt Wallace 

24. Marc Leishman 

25. Patrick Reed 

26. Chez Reavie 

27. Kevin Kisner 

28. Phil Mickelson 

29. Hideki Matsuyama 


Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. 
Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 7-5, 6-1. 

Jamiee Fourlis, Australia, def. Irina 
Bara, Romania, 6-3, 7-6 (6). 

Patricia Maria Tig, Romania, def. Anna 
Bondar, Hungary, 6-2, 6-1. 

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, def. Xu Shi- 
lin, China, 7-5, 6-7 (7), 7-5. 

Anastasij'a Sevastova (1), Latvia, def. 
Ana Bogdan, Romania, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 

Barbara Krejeikova, Czech Republic, 
def. Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, 6-3, 
0-6, 6-2. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, vs. 
Martina di Giuseppe, Italy, 6-3,1-6, susp. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Sharon Fichman, Canada, and Nina 
Stoj'anovic, Serbia, def. Marie Benoit and 
Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, 6-7 (6), 6- 
2, 10-4. 

Aliona Bolsova, Spain, and Tereza 
Mrdeza, Croatia, def. Akgul Amanmura- 
dova, Uzbekistan, and Cristina Dinu, Ro¬ 
mania, 2-6, 7-6 (4), 11-9. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, and 
Kristyna Pliskova (4), Czech Republic, 
def. Naiktha Bains, Britain, and Anasta¬ 
sia Grymalska, Italy, 4-6, 6-3, 10-7. 

Ladies Open Lausanne 

Tuesday 

Tennis Club Stade Lausanne 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Barbara 
Haas, Austria, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Liudmila Samsonova, Russia, def. Pau¬ 
line Parmentier, France, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3. 

Allie Kiick, United States, def. Tatjana 
Maria (5), Germany, 6-1, 6-0. 

Alize Cornet (3), France, def. Martina 
Trevisan, Italy, 6-4, 6-4. 

Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, def. 
Conny Perrin, Switzerland, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 
6-3. 

Simona Waltert, Switzerland, def. Ju¬ 
lia Goerges (1), Germany, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 3-2 
retired. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (4), Romania, 
def. Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 1-6, 
6-1 retired. 

Jil Teichmann, Switzerland, def. Timea 
Bacsinszky, Switzerland, 6-2, 5-7, 6-1. 


First Round 

Nikola Cacic and Dusan Lajovic, Ser¬ 
bia, def. Ariel Behar, Uruguay, and Na¬ 
thaniel Lammons, United States, 5-7,6-2, 
11-9. 

Oliver Marach and Jurgen Melzer (1), 
Austria, def. Pedro Sousa, Portugal, and 
Stefano Travaglia, Italy, 6-2,7-6 (2). 

Simone Bolelli and Fabio Fognini, Italy, 
def. Thomas Fabbiano and Paolo Lorenzi, 
Italy, 6-7 (5), 6-1, 10-8. 

Bucharest Open 

At Arenele BNR Bucharest 
Bucharest, Romania 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Veronika Kudermetova (3), Russia, def. 
Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, 6-2, 6-4. 

Jacqueline Cristian, Romania, def. Sor- 
ana Cirstea (5), Romania, 6-4,4-6, 6-2. 


First Round 

Anastasia Potapova and Yana Siziko- 
va, Russia, def. Natela Dzalamidze, Rus¬ 
sia, and Paula Kania, Poland, 6-3, 6-2. 

Monique Adamezak, Australia, and 
Han Xinyun (1), China, def. Beatrice Gu- 
mulya and Jessy Rompies, Indonesia, 6- 
4, 6-0. 

Cornelia Lister, Switzerland, and Re¬ 
nata Voracova, Czech Republic, def. Al- 
exa Guarachi, Chile, and Erin Routliffe, 
New Zealand, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Alison Bai, Australia, and NicolaGeuer, 
Germany, def. Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 
and Pauline Parmentier, France, walk- 


Swedish Open 

Tuesday 

Bastad Tennis Stadiun 
Bastad, Sweden 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Nicolas Jarry (5), Chile, def. Henri 
Laaksonen, Switzerland, 7-6 (1), 7-5. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Con¬ 
stant Lestienne, France, 6-1, 7-5. 

Dennis Novak, Austria, def. Steve Dar- 
cis, Belgium, 6-2, 7-5. 

Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
def. Casper Ruud (7), Norway, 6-4, 6-2. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Pablo Car- 
reno Busta, Spain, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. 

Juan Ignacio Londero (6), Argentina, 
def. Facundo Arguello, Argentina, 6-3, 

Elias Ymer, Sweden, def. Thiago Mon- 
teiro, Brazil, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. 

Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, def. Ernests 
Gulbis, Latvia, 6-2, 2-1 retired. 

Fernando Delbonis, Argentina, def. 
Bernabe Zapata, Spain, 7-5, 3-6, 6-2. 

Joao Sousa (8), Portugal, def. Jozef 
Kovalik, Slovakia, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 


30. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

31. Keegan Bradley 

32. Kevin Na 

33. Shane Lowry 

34. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

35. Eddie Pepperell 

36. Sergio Garcia 

37. Henrik Stenson 

38. Jordan Spieth 

39. Ian Poulter 

40. Bernd Wiesberger 

41. Billy Horschel 

42. Cameron Smith 

43. Tyrrell Hatton 

44. Brandt Snedeker 

45. Haotong Li 


First Round 

Roberto Carballes Baena and Jaume 
Munar, Spain, def. Jamie Cerretani, Unit¬ 
ed States, and Fernando Romboli, Brazil, 
7-5, 6-2. 

Treat Huey, Philippines, and Frederik 
Nielsen, Denmark, def. Hsieh Cheng- 
Peng, Taiwan, and Christopher Rungkat 
(4), Indonesia, 6-1, 6-4. 


Tour de France standings 

Tuesday (Rest Day) 

(After 10 stages) 

1. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun- 
inck-QuickStep, 43:27:15. 

2. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, 
1 : 12 . 

3. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, 1:16. 

4. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, 1:27. 

5. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora- 
Hansgrohe, 1:45. 

6. Enric Mas, Spain, Deceuninck- 
QuickStep, 1:46. 

7. Adam Yates, Britain, Mitchelton- 
Scott, 1:47. 

8. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Movistar, 
2:04. 

9. Dan Martin, Ireland, UAE Team Emir¬ 
ates, 2:09. 

10. Giulio Ciccone, Italy, Trek-Segafre- 
do, 2:32. 

11. Thibaut Pinot, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, 2:33. 

12. Patrick Konrad, Austria, Bora- 
Hansgrohe, 2:46. 

13. Rigoberto Uran Colombia, EF Edu¬ 
cation First, 3:18. 

14. Alejandro Valverde, Spain, Movi¬ 
star, same time. 

15. Remain Bardet, France, Bauke Mol- 
lema, Netherlands, Trek-Segafredo, 2:45. 

16. Jakob Fugisang, Denmark, Astana, 
3:22. 

17. Warren Barguil, France, Arkea- 
Samsic, 3:26. 

18. Roman Kreuziger, Czech Republic, 
Dimension Data, 3:28. 

19. Xandro Meurisse, Belgium, Wanty- 
Gobert, 3:42. 

20. Richie Porte, Australia, Trek- 
Segafredo, 3:59. 

Also 

83. Joey Rosskopf, United States, CCC, 
57:32. 

91. Ben King, United States, Dimension 
Data, 1:03:46. 

169. Chad Haga, United States, Sun¬ 
web, 1:43:09. 

Tour de France stages 

July 6 — Stage 1: Brussels—Brus¬ 
sels, flat, 120.9 miles (194.5 kilometers) 
(Stage: Mike Teunissen, Netherlands; 
Yellow Jersey: Teunissen) 

July 7 — Stage 2: Brussels Palais Roy¬ 
al—Brussels Atomium, team time trial, 
17.1 (27.6) (Jumbo-Visma; Teunissen) 
July 8 — Stage 3; Binche—Epernay, 
hilly, 133.6 (215) (Julian Alaphilippe, 
France; Alaphilippe) 

July 9 — Stage 4; Reims—Nancy, flat, 
132.7 (213.5) (Elia Viviani, Italy; Ala¬ 
philippe) 

July 10 — Stage 5; Saint-Die-des- 
Vosges-Colmar, hilly, 109.1 (175.5) (Pe¬ 
ter Sagan, Slovakia; Alaphilippe) 

July 11 — Stage 6; Mulhouse—La 
Plancne des Belles Filles, mountain, 99.7 

(160.5) (Dylan Teuns, Belgium; Giulio Cic¬ 
cone, Italy) 

July 12 — Stage 7: Belfort—Chalon- 
Sur-Saone, flat, 142.9 (230) (Dylan Groe- 
newegen, Netherlands; Ciccone) 

July 13 — Stage 8; Macon—Saint-Eti- 
enne, hilly, 124.3 (200) (Thomas De Gen- 
dt, Belgium; Alaphilippe) 

July 14 - Stage 9: Saint-Etienne-Bri- 
oude, hilly, 105.9 (170.5) (Daryl Impey, 
South Africa; Alaphilippe) 

July 15 — Stage 10; Saint-Flour—AIbi, 
flat, 135.1 (217.5) (Wout Van Aert, Bel¬ 
gium; Alaphilippe) 

July 16 — Rest; AIbi 
July 17 — Stage 11; AIbi—Toulouse, 
flat, 103.8 (167) 

July 18 — Stage 12; Toulouse—Ba- 
gneres-de-Bigorre, mountain, 130.2 

(209.5) 

July 19 — Stage 13: Pau—Pau, individ¬ 
ual time trial, 16.9 (27.2) 

July 20 — Stage 14: Tarbes—Tourmalet 
Bareges, mountain, 73.0 (117.5) 

July 21 — Stage 15: Limoux—Foix Prat 
d’Albis, mountain, 115.0 (185) 

July 22 - Rest: Nimes 
July 23 — Stage 16: Nimes—Nimes, 
flat, 110.0 (177) 

July 24 — Stage 17: Pont du Gard—Gap, 
hilly, 124.3 (200) 

July 25 - Sta<_ 

mountain, 129.2 (208) 

July 26 — Stage 19: Saint-Jean-de-Mau- 
rienne—Tignes, mountain, 78.6 (126.5) 
July 27 — Stage 20: Albertville—Val 
Thorens, mountain, 80.8 (130) 

July 28 — Stage 21: Rambouillet—Paris 
Champs-Elysees, flat, 79.5 (128) 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pc 

Connecticut 11 

Washington 9 

Chicago 9 

New York 7 

Atlanta 5 

Indiana 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 


ENG 3.25 
USA 3.25 
USA 3.14 


ENG 2.70 


Las Vegas 
Minnesota 
Los Angeles 
Seattle 
Phoenix 


8 .556 2 

8 .467 y/2 
11 .313 6 


No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Dallas at Phoenix 
Seattle at Minnesota 

Thursday’s game 
Dallas at Los Angeles 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned RHP 
Ryan Brasier to Pawtucket (IL). Recalled 
LHP Darwinzon Hernandez from Paw- 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned C 
Zack Collins to Charlotte (IL). Reinstated 
C Welington Castillo from the 10-day IL. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned IB 
Bobby Bradley to Columbus (IL). Recalled 
RHP Zach Plesac from Columbus. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned RHP Jose 
Cisnero to Toledo (IL). Recalled LHP Ryan 
Carpenter from Toledo. Sent OF Jacoby 
Jones to Toledo for a rehab assignment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS -Recalled RHP 

Rogelio Armenteros from Round Rock 
(PCL). Optioned LHP Framber Valdez to 
Round Rock. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Recalled RHP 
Scott Barlow from Omaha (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Sent RHP 
Keynan Middleton to Salt Lake (PCL) for 
a rehab assignment. Optioned OF Mi¬ 
chael Hermosillo to Salt Lake. Reinstated 
OF Brian Goodwin from the 10-day IL. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Reinstated IB 
C.J. Cron and OF Eddie Rosario from the 
10-day IL. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned RHP 
J.B. Wendelken to Las Vegas (PCL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Designated 
OF Mac Williamson for assignment. Re¬ 
called RHP Erik Swanson from Tacoma 
(PCL). Selected the contract of INF/OF 
Kristopher Negron from Tacoma. Sent 
RHP Brandon Brennan to Tacoma for a 
rehab assignment. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Placed LHP JeSSe 
Biddle on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
July 15. Optioned OF Willie Calhoun to 
Nashville (PCL). Reinstated OF Hunter 
Pence from the 10-day IL. Selected the 
contract of RHP Taylor Guerrieri from 
Nashville. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Designated 
RHP Edwin Jackson for assignment. Re¬ 
called RHP Jacob Waguespack from Buf¬ 
falo (IL). Sent OF Dalton Pompey to Buf¬ 
falo for a rehab assignment. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Sent 2B 
Wilmer Flores to Reno (PCL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Placed C Willson 
Contreras on the 10-day IL, retroactive 
to July 14. Recalled RHP Alec Mills from 
Iowa (iPCL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned RHP 
Chi Chi Gonzalez to Albuquerque (PCL). 

MIAMI MARLINS - Placed RHP Austin 
Brice on the 10-day DL, retroactive to July 

14. Reinstated RHP Tayron Guerrero from 
the 10-day IL. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed RHP 
Corbin Burnes on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
RHP Burch Smith from San Antonio (PCL). 
Sent LHP Gio Gonzalez to San Antonio for 
a rehab assignment. 

NEW YORK METS - Recalled RHP Ja¬ 
cob Rhame from Syracuse (IL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Assigned 
C Rob Brantly outright to Lehigh Valley 
(IL). Signed IB Logan Morrison to a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Placed INF 
Matt Carpenter on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
INF Edmundo Sosa from Memphis (PCL). 
Signed OF Tyler Reichenborn to a minor 
league contract. 

$AN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned C Aus¬ 
tin Allen to El Paso (PCL). Reinstated C 
Austin Hedges from the bereavement 
list. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Returned 
RHP Sam Coonrod to Sacramento (PCL). 
Optioned RHP Dereck Rodriguez to Sac¬ 
ramento. Recalled RHP Andrew Suarez 
from Sacramento. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
C Spencer Kieboom to Harrisburg (EL). 
Recalled RHP Austin Voth from Harris¬ 
burg. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Signed F Marcus 
Morris and G/F Reggie Bullock. 

PHILADELPHIA TCERS - Agreed to 
terms with G Ben Simmons on a five-year 
contract extension. 

PHOENIX SUNS - Re-signed F Kelly 
Oubre Jr. 

SACRAMENTO KINGS - Signed F 
Richaun Holmes. 

Women’s NBA 

WNBA — Suspended Los Angeles 
Sparks G Riquna Williams 10 games for 
a domestic violence incident. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Minnesota Vikings 
RB Roc Thomas three games for violat¬ 
ing the league policy and program on 
substances of abuse. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Agreed to terms 
with D Michael Del Zotto on a one-year 
contract. Signed C Chase De Leo, C Justin 
Kloos and D Chris Wideman. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Signed F Ryan 
Lomberg and D Rinat Valiev to one-year, 
two-way contracts. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed G Cal 
Petersen to a three-year contract exten- 

MINNESOTA WILD - Re-Signed F 
Ryan Donato, F Nico Sturm and D Carson 
Soucy. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed D Con¬ 
nor Carrick to a two-year contract. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Signed LW 
Jakub Vrana to a two-year contract. 

WINNIPEG JETS - Signed D Nelson No- 
gier to a one-year, two-way contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Signed M 
Robin Lod from Sporting Gijon (La Liga 
2-Spain). 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Mutually 
agreed to terminate the contract of F Lu¬ 
cas Melano and will place him on waiv- 
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Hinch livid as Marisnick hit 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Angels first baseman Albert Pujols, center, argues with Astros first 
base coach Don Kelly, right, after Jake Marisnick, left, was hit by a 
pitch during the sixth inning Tuesday in Anaheim, Calif. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif.—The Hous¬ 
ton Astros expected the Angels to 
retaliate against Jake Marisnick 
in his first game versus Los An¬ 
geles since his violent home plate 
collision with catcher Jonathan 
Lucroy. 

So while the pitch that hit 
Marisnick in the back in the sixth 
inning was no surprise, it still left 
manager A J Hinch and his Astros 
profoundly steamed — even after 
Noe Ramirez insisted he hadn’t 
done it on purpose. 

Albert Pujols hit a bases-clear- 
ing double during the Angels’ six- 
run first inning, and Los Angeles 
remained unbeaten in five games 
since the All-Star break with a 7- 
2 victory over the Astros on Tues¬ 
day night. 

But both teams were preoc¬ 
cupied by the moment when 
Ramirez (4-1) drilled Marisnick 
between the shoulder blades with 
a 1-1 pitch in the sixth. Players 
nearly came to blows moments 
later, and Hinch vaguely hinted at 
retaliation if Ramirez isn’t pun¬ 
ished by M^or League Baseball. 

“Wasn’t everybody expecting 
something to happen to Jake to¬ 
night?” Hinch asked. “I mean, the 
entire industry was probably ex- 

Roundup 


pecting it. Our guy got suspended 
for an unintentional act, and they 
got a free shot. I feel bad for play¬ 
ers nowadays. There’s a lot of 
gray area in what to do.” 

Marisnick ran over Lucroy 
while trying to score in Houston 
nine days ago, leaving Lucroy 
with a concussion and a broken 
nose. He is out for at least three 
more weeks. 

Shortly after Ramirez hit Maris¬ 
nick, a verbal confrontation broke 
out between Pujols and several 
Astros in the dugout, including 
Lance McCullers Jr. and Justin 
Verlander. Benches and bullpens 
partially emptied, but there was 
no serious physical contact. 

“Sometimes you can retali¬ 
ate, like tonight,” Hinch said. 
“They’re going to get away with 
it, unless he gets suspended. 
Sometimes you can’t, and you get 
thrown out of the game for backup 
sliders that hit guys. It’s a confus¬ 
ing time. Either the players gov¬ 
ern the players on the field like 
it’s always been, or we legislate 
it to where none of this crap hap¬ 
pens. They got a free shot at him 
with no warning, with no ejection. 
We’ll see if there’s discipline, and 
without discipline, there’s not 
going to be any issue doing it the 
next time. So if retaliations are in, 
cool. We’re well aware.” 


Marisnick, a native of nearby 
Riverside, likely isn’t on board 
with that mentality. He noticeably 
tried to calm his teammates dur¬ 
ing the fracas, and he attempted 
to shrug off the heavy boos that 
greeted his every move at Angel 
Stadium. 

“It’s not what I want,” said 
Marisnick, who had two hits. “It 
was an unfortunate play back in 
Houston. I feel terrible about it. 
To come here and have some¬ 
thing like this go down, it [stinks]. 
... It was a little high, a little in¬ 
side. There’s unwritten rules in 
baseball, and I think as players 
we respect them. I think that’s 
a question for him, if it was in¬ 
tentional or not. I’m not the one 
throwing the baseball.” 

Ramirez, one of the Angels’ 
most effective relievers, repeat¬ 
edly insisted the whole thing was 
a misunderstanding. 

“I was just trying to sneak a 
fastball by him,” he said. “I threw 
two sliders away. I think the scout¬ 
ing report on me is I might sneak 
a fastball in there after a couple 
off-speed pitches. I tried to sneak 
one by him in, and it just got away 
from me.... They’re a good team, 
so I wasn’t trying to give them 
any sort of chance. They get a 
baserunner on, they’re a pretty 
good team. They get a rally going 


pretty good. That’s the last thing I 
was trying to do.” 

Hinch didn’t believe Ramirez, 
and the manager also wasn’t 
happy about the way it happened. 

“I wish they would have handled 
it better,” Hinch said. “It was too 
high. If they’re going to hit guys. 


they need to hit guys the right 
way. They don’t need to throw 
two ... sliders and then throw [at] 
a guy at the neck level. That’s not 
right. That’s not the right way to 
do it, even if you’re allowed to 
do it, which you apparently are 
nowadays.” 


Harper rallies Phillies with walk-off double 



Matt Slocum/A P 


The Phillies’ Bryce Harper celebrates after hitting a game-winning two-run double off 
Dodgers relief pitcher Kenley Jansen during the ninth inning Tuesday in Philadelphia. 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Bryce Harper 
threw his helmet off rounding the bases, 
thrust his arms in the air and screamed 
while teammates stormed out of the dug- 
out to mob him. 

That’s what Philadelphia has been wait¬ 
ing for from its $330 million man. 

Harper hit a two-run double off Dodgers 
closer Kenley Jansen with one out in the 
bottom of the ninth after pinch-hitter Matt 
Beaty hit a three-run homer off Phillies 
closer Hector Neris in the top half, rallying 
Philadelphia to a 9-8 win over Los Angeles 
on Tuesday night. 

“That’s what baseball is all about,” 
Harper said. “Against one of the best clos¬ 
ers, it’s always fun.” 

Pinch-hitter Andrew Knapp hit a double 
with one out after Adam Haseley’s ground¬ 
er hit off Jansen’s right foot near the ankle 
and rolled to first base. Cesar Hernandez 
followed with a single and Scott Kingery’s 
bloop single to center scored Knapp to 
get the Phillies within a run. Harper then 
ripped a ball to the gap that bounced off 
A. J. Pollock’s glove and went to the wall to 
win it. 

“That was a huge moment for Bryce,” 
Phillies manager Gabe Kapler said. “You 
could see how important that was for 
him.” 

The Phillies rebounded from a 16-2 loss 
in the opener of a four-game series against 
the two-time defending NL champions. 

Cody Bellinger hit his m^or league¬ 
leading 34th homer and Max Muncy, A.J. 
Pollock and Joe Pederson also went deep 
for the Dodgers. 

Harper hit a three-run homer and had 
five RBIs for the first time since April 19, 
2017, at Atlanta. Brad Miller and Kingery 


also connected for the Phillies. 

Ranger Suarez (1-0) got two outs for the 
win. 

Neris was ejected after hitting pinch-hit¬ 
ter David Freese in the back with the next 
pitch after Beaty homered, and Kapler also 
was tossed. 

Yankees 8, Rays 3: Aaron Judge hit a 
go-ahead, two-run homer in the eighth in¬ 
ning, Didi Gregorius followed with a grand 
slam as host New York won another surly 
clash between CC Sabathia and the Rays. 

Benches cleared during the sixth inning 
amid a shouting match between Sabathia 
and hitter Avisail Garcia. After Sabathia 


struck out Garcia looking to strand two 
runners, the 38-year-old barked and point¬ 
ed at Garcia. Sabathia was restrained by 
Gregorius and never got close to Garcia 
while both benches and bullpens emptied. 
No punches were thrown. 

Blue Jays 10, Red Sox 4: Teoscar Her¬ 
nandez hit a three-run homer off new Bos¬ 
ton starter Andrew Cashner, and Lourdes 
Gurriel Jr. had three hits to lead visiting 
Toronto. 

Nationals 8, Orioles 1: Matt Adams 
and Juan Soto homered and rookie Austin 
Voth extended a streak of strong perfor¬ 
mances by Washington’s rotation in a win 


over neighboring Baltimore. 

Marlins 12, Padres 7: Brian Anderson 
hit a three-run homer in the first inning 
and host Miami dealt San Diego its fourth 
straight loss. 

Pirates 3, Cardinals 1: Colin Moran 
drove in the go-ahead run with an infield 
single and Pittsburgh Pirates scored twice 
in the ninth to beat host St. Louis. 

Diamondbacks 9, Rangers 2: Rookie 
Alex Young allowed one run in 5 Vs innings 
to help Arizona beat host Texas. 

Royals 11, White Sox 0: Glenn Spark¬ 
man pitched a five-hitter for his first ca¬ 
reer complete game, Whit Merrifield and 
Hunter Dozier each had three hits includ¬ 
ing a home run for host Kansas City. 

Mets 3, IVvins 2: Michael Conforto went 
4 for 4 and drove in the go-ahead run with 
a two-out single in the fifth inning, helping 
New York over host Minnesota. 

Indians 8, Tigers 0: Oscar Mercado 
hit a two-run homer and Zach Plesac and 
three relievers combined for a one-hitter 
as host Cleveland beat Detroit. 

Cubs 4, Reds 3 (10): Kyle Schwarber hit 
a solo home run with one out in the bottom 
of the 10th inning to rally host Chicago. 

Brewers 13, Braves 1: Christian Yelich 
hit his second career grand slam, Keston 
Hiura and Lorenzo Cain each had a solo 
homer and host Milwaukee routed Atlanta. 

Giants 8, Rockies 4 (10): Alex Dicker- 
son had a career-best four hits, including 
the go-ahead RBI single in visiting San 
Francisco’s four-run 10th inning. 

Mike Yastrzemski homered and doubled 
among his three hits and had three RBIs 
for the Giants, who have won seven of 
eight, including four in a row. 

Athletics 9, Mariners 2: All-Star Matt 
Chapman homered and had five RBIs and 
host Oakland won its fifth straight. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

Houston 

Oakland 

Texas 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


Central Division 


West Division 


484 16 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 58 38 

Washington 50 43 

Philadelphia 49 46 

New York 43 51 

Miami 35 57 

Central Division 
Chicago 51 44 

Milwaukee 49 47 

St. Louis 47 46 

Pittsburgh 45 49 

Cincinnati 43 49 

West Division 
Los Angeles 63 34 

Arizona 48 47 

Colorado 46 49 

San Francisco 46 49 

San Diego 45 49 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 10, Boston 4 
Cleveland 8, Detroit 0 
Kansas City 11, Chicago White Sox 0 
L.A. Angels 7, Houston 2 
Oakland 9, Seattle 2 
Philadelphia 9, L.A. Dodgers 8 
Washington 8, Baltimore 1 
Miami 12, San Diego 7 
Arizona 9, Texas 2 

Chicago Cubs 4, Cincinnati 3, 10 in¬ 
nings 

Milwaukee 13, Atlanta 1 
N.Y. Mets 3, Minnesota 2 
Pittsburgh 3, St. Louis 1 
San Francisco 8, Colorado 4,10 Innings 
Wednesday’s games 
Seattle at Oakland 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Toronto at Boston 
Chicago White Sox at Kansas City 
Houston at L.A. Angels 
N.Y. Mets at Minnesota 
Pittsburgh at St. Louis 
Atlanta at Milwaukee 
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs 
San Francisco at Colorado 
L.A. Dodgers at Philadelphia 
Washington at Baltimore 
San Diego at Miami 
Arizona at Texas 

Thursday’s games 

Toronto (Richard 1-^ at Boston (Sale 
3-9) 

Chicago White Sox (Covey 1-5) at Kan¬ 
sas City (Keller 5-9) 

Tampa Bay (Morton 11-2) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (Happ 7-5) 

Detroit (Boyd 6-7) at Cleveland (Bauer 
8-7) 

Oakland (Fiers 9-3) at Minnesota (Gib¬ 
son 8-4) 

Houston (Miley 7-4) at L.A. Angels 
(Harvey 3-4) 

San Diego (Lamet 0-2) at Miami (Smith 
5-4) 

L.A. Dodgers (Stripling 4-3) at Phila¬ 
delphia (NoTa 8-2) 

St. Louis (Hudson 8-4) at Cincinnati 
(Roark 5-6) 

Washington (Strasburg 11-4) at Atlan¬ 
ta (Teheran 5-6) 

Milwaukee (Davies 7-2) at Arizona 
(TBD) 

N.Y. Mets (Vargas 3-5) at San Francis¬ 
co (Bumgarner 5-7) 

Tuesday 

Marlins 12, Padres 7 

San Diego Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

TtsJr. ss 4 0 0 0 Rojas SS 4 2 11 

Erlinp 0 0 0 0 H.Rmrezlf 5 2 2 2 

F.Reyes ph 1112 Cooper lb 3 3 2 3 

Hosmerlb 5 110 Bri.And rf 4 2 13 

Machado 3b 4 0 11 S.Cstro2b 5 0 2 3 

Renfroelf 5 13 0 Alfaro c 5 0 2 0 

Naylor rf 5 110 Puellocf 3 12 0 

F. Mejiac 2 10 0 Rivera 3b 4 2 2 0 

Kinsler2b 4 0 11 Ymamoto p 10 0 0 

Margot cf 4 12 2 E.Hrnnd p 10 0 0 

L.AIIenp 0 0 0 0 Riddle ph 10 0 0 

Perdomo p 1 0 0 0 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

G. Reyesp 0 0 0 0 Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Myers ph 10 10 

G.Grciass 110 0 

Totals 37 711 6 Totals 36121412 
San Diego 030 000 103- 7 

Miami 340 004 Olx-12 

E—Bri.Anderson (5). DP—Miami 1. 
LOB—San Diego 7, Miami 6. 2B—Hosmer 
(16), Machado (15), H.Ramirez 2 (12). 
3B-S.Castro (3). HR-F.Reyes (26), Mar¬ 
got (6), Cooper (11), Bri.Anderson (13). 
SB—Rivera (1). S—Yamamoto (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

L.AIIenL,2-2 2'A 7 7 7 3 0 

Perdomo O'/s 3 3 3 1 3 

G.Reyes V) 1 1111 

Erlin 2 3 110 1 

Miami 

Yamamoto W,4-0 5 4 3 2 2 4 

E.Hernandez 2 2 110 1 

Guerrero 1 10 0 12 

Conley 1 4 3 3 0 1 

HBP-by Yamamoto (L.AIIen). T-3:14. 
A-8,151 (36,742). 


Yankees 8, Rays 3 

Tampa Bay New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

d'Arnudlb 4 0 0 0 Mhieu3b-lb4 111 

Phamdh 4 0 0 0 Judge rf 3 12 2 

Brsseau2b 4 110 Voitlb 4 0 10 

Y.Diaz3b 4 12 2 Llrshlapr-3b0 10 0 

Av.Grcirf 4 0 10 G.Sanch c 4 110 

Meadows If 4 111 Encrncodh 3 2 2 1 

Adames SS 4 0 3 0 Grgriusss 3 114 

Krmaiercf 3 0 0 0 A.Hicks cf 4 0 0 0 

Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 Torres 2b 2 10 0 

Gardner If 3 0 0 0 

Totals 34 3 8 3 Totals 30 8 8 8 

Tampa Bay 010 101 000—3 

New York 010 001 06x-8 

DP—Tampa Bay 2, New York 1. LOB— 
Tampa Bay 6, New York 2. 2B—Y.Diaz (20), 
Adames 2 (16), G.Sanchez (9). HR-Y.Diaz 
(13), Meadows (14), LeMahieu (13), Judge 
(10), Encarnacion (28), Gregorius (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 2 11113 

Beeks 3'/3 2 1115 

Wood H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Poche L,2-3 BS,3 m 4 6 6 2 1 

New York 

Sabathia 6 5 3 3 0 6 

Cortes Jr. Vs 1 0 0 2 1 

Hale W,3-0 2 2 0 0 0 3 

Britton % 0 0 0 0 2 

T-2:50. A-40,401 (47,309). 

Nationals 8, Orioles 1 

Washington Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 4 110 Villarss 4 0 0 0 
Eaton rf 4 2 2 0 Mancini rf 3 0 10 

Rendon 3b 4 12 2 Sisco c 3 0 0 0 

J.Soto If 5 12 2 Nunez dh 3 0 10 

Zmmrmandh5 0 0 0 Sntndercf 4 0 0 0 
M.Adams lb 5 12 2 SmthJrIf 4 0 0 0 

B.Dzier2b 4 2 2 0 C.Davis lb 3 0 0 0 

V.Rblescf 4 0 11 Alberto 2b 4 12 1 
Gomes c 4 0 0 0 R.Ruiz3b 2 0 0 0 

Totals 39 812 7 Totals 30 1 4 1 

Washington 011 002 112-8 

Baltimore 010 000 000-1 

E—Yacabonis (1). LOB—Washington 
8, Baltimore 7. 2B—T.Turner (17), Ren¬ 
don 2 (25), Mancini (20). HR-J.Soto (17), 
M.Adams (14), Alberto (5). SB-T.Turner 
(18), Eaton (8), B.Dozier (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

VothW,l-0 6 4 1 1 1 4 

Rainey 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Javy.Guerra 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Baltimore 

Wojciechowski L,0-3 5'A 6 3 3 0 7 

Armstrong % 1 110 2 

M.Castro 1 11111 

Yacabonis 1 110 12 

TayScott 1 3 2 2 0 0 

HBP-by Wojciechowski (T.Turner), by 
Voth (Mancini), by Voth (Nunez), by Tay. 
Scott (Rendon). WP—Armstrong. T—3:10. 
A-23,362 (45,971). 

Royals 11, White Sox 0 

Chicago Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LGreiass 4 0 0 0 Mrfeldrf-2b5 2 3 2 

MoncadaSb 3 0 0 0 Mondesi ss 3 2 2 0 

J.Abreulb 4 0 10 B.HmItn cf 10 0 1 

J.McCnnc 4 0 0 0 A.Grdon If 5 3 2 1 

Jayrf-lf 4 0 10 H.Dzier3b 5 13 3 

El.Jmenlf 0 0 0 0 Solerdh 4 10 0 

Cordell rf 3 0 10 Cthbert lb 4 0 2 1 

A.Reeddh 3 0 2 0 Strling cf-rf 4 0 1 1 

Y.Sanch2b 3 0 0 0 Lopez 2b-ss 4 0 0 0 

Tilsoncf 3 0 0 0 Gllgherc 2 2 10 

Totals 31 0 5 0 Totals 371114 9 
Chicago 000 000 000-0 

Kansas City 202 200 14x-ll 

E—Cease (1), L.Garcia (7), Moncada 
(10). DP—Kansas City 1. LOB—Chicago 5, 
Kansas City 6. 2B-Merrifield (27), Galla¬ 
gher (4). 3B—H.Dozier (5). HR—Merrifield 
(12), H.Dozier (14). SB-Mondesi (31). 
SF-B.Hamilton (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Cease L,l-1 6 8 6 4 1 7 

Covey 1 31101 

Osich 1 3 4 4 1 1 

Kansas City 

Sparkman W,3-5 9 5 0 0 1 8 

HBP-by Covey (Soler). T-2:44. A- 
16,557 (37,903). 

Athletics 9, Mariners 2 

Seattle Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Smithcf 4 0 0 0 Semien ss 4 3 2 0 

J. Crwfrss 4 0 10 M.Chpmn3b4 13 5 

Do.Sntnrf 4 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 3 111 

Vgibachdh 4 0 0 0 K.Davisdh 4 0 0 0 

Narvaez c 4 2 3 2 Canharf 4 0 0 0 

K. Sager3b 4 0 0 0 Lureanocf 4 2 2 0 

Au.Nolalb 3 0 10 Pinderif 4 110 

Negron If 3 0 0 0 Barreto 2b 4 0 10 

D.Grdon2b 3 0 10 Phegleyc 4 12 2 

Totals 33 2 6 2 Totals 35 912 8 

Seattle 010 000 001-2 

Oakland 002 031 12x-9 

E-D.Gordon (8). DP-Seattle 1. LOB- 
Seattle 4, Oakland 4. 2B—J.Crawford (14), 
Au.Nola (2), D.Gordon (8), Semien 2 (24), 
M.Chapman (25), Laureano (19). HR— 
Narvaez 2 (16), M.Chapman (22), M.OIson 
(20). SB—Laureano (12). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Gonzales L,10-8 6 7 6 6 1 5 

Wisler 1 2 110 2 

Tuivailala 1 3 2 2 0 1 

Oakland 

Mengden W,5-l 7 4 110 3 

Trivino 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Treinen 1 1110 0 

HBP-by Gonzales (M.OIson). WP— 
Gonzales, Tuivailala. T-2:43. A-18,718 
(46,765). 


Blue Jays 10, Red Sox 4 

Toronto Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sogard2b 5 12 1 Betts rf 5 13 2 

GrrrJr3b 4 111 Devers3b 4 0 0 0 

GrrIJrdh 5 13 0 Bgaertsss 4 13 2 

Grichukrf 5 111 Mrtinezdh 4 0 0 0 

D.Jnsenc 4 0 11 Bnntndi If 4 0 10 

Smoaklb 3 2 2 2 C.Vazqzc 3 0 0 0 

Galvisss 4 12 0 BrdlyJcf 4 0 0 0 

T.Hrnancf 4 2 13 Chavs lb-2b 3 110 

McKnneylf 4 110 Holt 2b 1110 

Travis ph-lbl 0 0 0 
Hmanph-2bl 0 0 0 
Totals 381014 9 Totals 34 4 9 4 
Toronto 031 002 004-10 

Boston 100 030 000- 4 

E—J.Taylor (1). DP—Toronto 2, Boston 

4. LOB—Toronto 5, Boston 10. 2B—So- 
gard (14), Gurriel Jr. (14), Grichuk (15), 
Bogaerts (30), Benintendi (23), Holt (7). 
3B-Gurriel Jr. (2), McKinney (1). HR- 
Smoak (15), T.Hernandez (9), Bogaerts 
(21). SB-Gurriel Jr. (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Waguespack 4^3 6 4 4 3 2 

Shafer W,1-1 1 10 0 11 

Mayza H,12 ^3 1 0 0 0 1 

Phelps H,3 1% 0 0 0 2 1 

Dan.Hudson 1 10 0 11 

Boston 

CashnerL,9-4 5 8 6 5 2 2 

J. Taylor 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Brewer 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Dar.Hernandez 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Hembree 0 3 3 3 0 0 

Weber 1 2 110 0 

Cashner pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
Hembree pitched to 3 batters in the 9th 
HBP-by Cashner (D.Jansen). WP—Cash¬ 
ner, J.Taylor. T-3:45. A-36,341 (37,731). 

Phillies 9, Dodgers 8 

Los Angeles Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pdersonlb 3 111 C.Hman2b 4 110 

K. Hrnanph 1 0 0 0 Kingeryss 4 3 2 2 

P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 B.Hrperrf 3 12 5 

Y.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 Hoskins lb 4 0 0 0 

Ru.Mrtnph-cl 0 0 0 Bruce If 2 0 0 0 

Verdugolf 4 0 0 0 0uinnph-cf2 0 0 0 

J. Trner3b 4 10 0 Ralmutoc 4 10 0 

Blingerrf 4 112 B.MIIer3b 4 112 

Muncy 2b 3 2 11 Haseleycf-lf 4 0 0 0 

Pollock cf 4 2 2 1 VIsquezp 2 110 

C.Sagerss 3 0 10 J.AIvrzp 0 0 0 0 

A.Brnesc 3 0 0 0 Franco ph 10 0 0 

Beaty ph 1113 Nicasiop 0 0 0 0 

K. Jnsen p 0 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Buehlerp 2 0 0 0 Nerisp 0 0 0 0 

Freese ph-lb 1 0 0 0 R.Sarez p 0 0 0 0 

Knapp ph 1110 

Totals 34 8 7 8 Totals 35 9 8 9 
Los Angeles DID 310 003—8 

Philadelphia 150 000 003-9 

E—B.Miller (3), J.Turner (5), C.Seager 
(9). DP—Philadelphia 1. LOB—Los Ange¬ 
les 2, Philadelphia 5. 2B-B.Harper (26), 
Knapp (3). HR—Pederson (21), Bellinger 
(34), Muncy (25), Pollock (5), Beaty (3), 
Kingery (13), B.Harper (17), B.Miller (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Buehler 

P.Baez 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Y.Garcia 1 0 0 0 0 1 

K.Jansen L,3-3 BS,4 '73 4 3 3 0 0 

Philadelphia 

Velasquez 4% 5 5 4 1 7 

J.AIvarez I'A 0 0 0 0 2 

Nicasio H,9 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Morgan H,17 I'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Neris BS,4 '73 2 3 3 1 1 

R.Suarez W,l-0 % 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Neris (Freese). T—3:10. A— 
31,076 (43,647). 

Giants 8, Rockies 4 (10) 

San Francisco Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Belt lb 4 10 0 BIckmonrf 4 0 10 

Posey c 4 12 0 Story ss 5 112 

Sndoval3b 4 10 0 Arenado3b 4 0 10 

A. DckrsIf 5 2 4 2 Mrphylb-2b4 1 1 0 

B. Crwfrss 5 111 Desmond cf 4 112 

Ystrzms rf 5 2 3 3 Tapia If 4 0 10 

Pillar cf 5 0 2 0 McMahn 2b 4 0 0 0 

Panik2b 5 0 2 1 B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 

Pmeranzp 2 0 0 0 Innettac 2 0 0 0 

Gott p 0 0 0 0 Woltrs ph-c 2 0 0 0 

Austin ph 1 0 0 0 Lambert p 10 10 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 Hampsn ph 0 1 0 0 

5. Dysonp 0 0 0 0 McGee p 0 0 0 0 

Vogtph 1 0 0 0 J.Diazp 0 0 0 0 

Will.Smp 0 0 0 0 Obergp 0 0 0 0 

Mlancon p 0 0 0 0 Dahl ph 10 0 0 

Bettis p 0 0 0 0 

W.Davisp 0 0 0 0 

M.RynId lb 1 0 0 0 

Totals 41 814 7 Totals 36 4 7 4 

San Francisco 020 000 011 4-8 

Colorado 000 001 003 0-4 

E—Arenado (5). DP—San Francisco 1, 
Colorado 3. LOB—San Francisco 6, Colo¬ 
rado 5. 2B—A.Dickerson (7), Yastrzemski 
(7). HR-Yastrzemski (7), Story (21), Des¬ 
mond (12). SB-Tapia (4). CS-Pillar (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


San Francisco 

Pomeranz 
Gott H,1 
Watson H,21 

S.Dyson H,16 
Will.SmithW,3-C 


Mets 3, Twins 2 

New York Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McNeil rf-lf 4 110 J.PIncoss 4 0 0 0 

Cnforto cf-rf 4 14 1 Gnzalez rf 5 0 2 0 

Alonso lb 3 0 0 0 Cruzdh 4 0 0 0 

Cano 2b 3 0 0 1 E.Rsrio If 4 12 0 

W.Ramos c 4 0 0 0 C.Cron lb 4 0 2 0 

D.Smithlf 4 0 0 0 Kepler cf 4 0 0 1 

Lagaresef 0 0 0 0 Sano3b 3 0 0 0 

T.FrzerSb 3 0 0 0 Schoop2b 2 111 

J..Dvisdh 4 0 10 Arraez ph 0 0 0 0 

A.Rsrioss 3 110 J.Cstroc 10 0 0 

Garverph-c2 0 10 
Totals 32 3 7 2 Totals 33 2 8 2 
New York 200 010 000-3 

Minnesota 001 100 000-2 

E-Schoop (8). DP-New York 1, Min¬ 
nesota 2. LOB—New York 5, Minnesota 
10. 2B-A.Rosario (18), C.Cron 2 (20). 
HR-Schoop (15). CS-Schoop (1). SF- 
Cano (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Matz 4 5 2 2 1 2 

Gsellman % 0 0 0 2 0 

Avilan W,2-0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

FamiliaH,9 '73 0 0 0 0 0 

J.WilsonH,4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

S.Lugo H,15 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Ed.Diaz S,21-25 1 2 0 0 1 1 


6 2 3 7 


6 6 2 2 

^3 2 0 0 

'73 0 0 0 

1 2 11 


Lambert 
McGee 
J.Diaz 
Oberg 

Bettis 1 111 ! 

W.Davis L,l-4 '73 2 4 3; 

B.Shaw % 1 0 0 ( 

Pomeranz pitched to 2 batters in 
6th HBP-by Gott (Arenado). WP-J.I 
Oberg. T-3:33. A-47,413 (50,398). 


Pineda L,6-5 6 6 3 1 0 3 

Littell 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Parker mi 0 0 2 0 

Magill '73 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Gsellman (J.Polanco). WP- 
Pineda 2. T-3:13. A-28,712 (38,649). 

Indians 8, Tigers 0 

Detroit Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

V.Reyescf 3 0 0 0 Lindorss 4 112 

H.Cstro 2b 3 0 0 0 Mercado cf 2 1 12 

Mi.Cbrrdh 3 0 0 0 C.Sntna lb 4 0 0 0 

Cstllnsrf 3 0 10 Luplow If 4 12 0 

Cndlrio3b 3 0 0 0 Ramirez 3b 4 111 

C.StwrtIf 3 0 0 0 Kipnis2b 4 110 

Dixon lb 3 0 0 0 R.Perez c 4 0 0 0 

Bo.Wlsnc 3 0 0 0 Bauersdh 4 111 
Mercer ss 3 0 0 0 Naquin rf 3 2 2 1 

Totals 27 0 1 0 Totals 33 8 9 7 

Detroit 000 000 000-0 

Cleveland 052 001 OOx-8 

E—R.Carpenter (1). DP—Detroit 1. 
LOB—Detroit 1, Cleveland 3. 2B—Lindor 
(18), Luplow 2 (10), Ramirez (18), Kipnis 
(13). HR-Mercado (7), Naquin (8). SB- 
Mercado (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

R.Carpenter L,l-6 3 7 7 7 1 0 

B.Farmer 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Hardy 1 1110 1 

VAIcantara 1 10 0 10 

Stumpf 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cleveland 

Plesac 3 0 0 0 1 1 

Clippard 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Goody W,1-0 2 0 0 0 0 3 

T.OIson 2 0 0 0 0 2 

T-2:23. A-16,769 (35,225). 

Diamondbacks 9, Rangers 2 

Arizona Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J. Dyson rf 4 2 11 Choo If 3 0 0 0 

K. Martecf 5 12 2 Andrus ss 2 0 0 1 

E.Escbr3b 4 0 12 Pence dh 4 0 0 0 

Lamb lb 5 0 10 Mazararf 4 0 0 0 

K.Crondh 4 110 Gallo cf 3 111 

A.Avilac 4 0 0 0 Da.Sntn lb 4 0 2 0 

Ahmed ss 3 10 0 Odor2b 4 0 0 0 

LVrgas2b 4 2 2 2 A.Cbrra3b 3 110 

Lcastro If 4 2 2 0 Mathis c 2 0 10 

Frsytheph 0 0 0 0 

Fdrwiczc 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 9 10 7 Totals 29 2 5 2 

Arizona 100 022 004-9 

Texas 000 100 010-2 

E-Odor (6), Federowicz (3). DP-Ari- 

zona 1. LOB—Arizona 4, Texas 5. 2B— 
J.Dyson (7), Lamb (3), Da.Santana (14). 
3B-K.Marte (5). HR-I.Vargas (5), Gallo 
(22). SB-J.Dyson (21), Locastro (8). SF- 
E.Escobar (7), Andrus (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Young W,3-0 5'73 3 1 1 1 4 

A. Bradley '73 0 0 0 1 0 

Chafin 1'73 0 0 0 0 0 

Hirano 0 1112 0 

Y.Lopez H,13 1 0 0 0 0 0 

McFarland 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Texas 

Lynn L,12-5 6 8 5 5 1 6 

B. Martin 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Guerrieri '73 2 4 4 1 0 

P.Valdez 0 0 0 0 0 

Hirano pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 

T-3:23. A-19,202 (49,115). 

Angeis 7, Astros 2 

Houston Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 4 0 0 0 Fltcher3b 

Altuve2b 5 0 2 0 Simmons ss 

Bregman ss 3 1 1 0 Ohtani dh 

Brntleylf 5 0 2 0 Upton If 

Alvarez dh 5 0 0 0 K.CIhunrf 

Gurriel 3b 5 13 0 Pujols lb 

White lb 5 0 3 2 Goodwin cf 

Stassic 4 0 0 0 K.Smithc 4 0 0 0 

Mrsnickef 3 0 2 0 Rengifo2b 4 0 2 2 

Totals 39 213 2 Totals 32 7 9 7 

Houston 000 110 000-2 

Los Angeles 600 001 OOx-7 

E—Fletcher (5). DP—Houston 2, Los 
Angeles 2. LOB—Houston 14, Los Angeles 
6. 2B-Gurriel (22), Fletcher (20), Pujols 
(13), Goodwin (13), Rengifo (12). 3B- 
Rengifo (2). SB—Marisnick (7), Ohtani 
(6), Upton (1). 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

H.Rondon L,3-2 % 5 6 6 1 1 

Devenski 1'73 1 0 0 1 1 

Armenteros 4 2 10 13 

Harris 1 0 0 0 1 1 

James 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Los Angeles 

Heaney 4'73 8 2 2 2 5 

No.Ramirez W,4-l 1'73 1 0 0 1 1 

J.Anderson H,12 % 0 0 0 0 0 

Cahill 4 0 0 0 3 

HBP-by H.Rondon (K.Calhoun), by 
No.Ramirez (Marisnick). WP-Cahill. T- 
3:33. A-42,678 (45,050). 

Brewers 13, Braves 1 

Atlanta Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AcnJr.cf 4 0 10 Caincf 5 2 2 2 

D. Swnsnss 3 0 0 0 Yelich rf 3 3 14 

Tssaintp 0 0 0 0 J.Jcksn p 10 0 0 

F.Frman lb 3 0 0 0 Grandal c 4 0 11 

Cmrgoph-lbl 0 0 0 MstakasSb 5 12 1 
DnIdsonSb 3 0 0 0 Thames lb 2 0 0 0 

Mrkakisrf 4 0 10 Aguilrph-lb2 2 10 
Albies2b 4 0 0 0 Hiura2b 3 3 3 2 

Riley If 4 0 10 Gamel If-rf 4 12 2 

Flowers c 3 111 Sladinoss-lf5 0 1 0 

Br.Wlsnp 2 0 10 Wodruffp 2 0 0 0 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Jffress p 0 0 0 0 

Joyce ph 1 0 0 0 Arciaph-ss 0 10 0 

H.Ynoap 0 0 0 0 

CIbrsonss 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 36131312 

Atlanta 000 010 000- 1 

Milwaukee 012 011 62x-13 

LOB-Atlanta 6, Milwaukee 10. 2B- 
Cain (23), Moustakas (21), Aguilar (8). 
HR-Flowers (8), Cain (6), YelicTi (33), Hi- 
ura (9). SB-Acuna Jr. 2 (16), Yelich (23). 
S-Woodruff (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Br.Wilson L,l-1 4 6 4 4 3 1 

Blevins 2 1112 2 

H.Ynoa 1 5 6 6 1 1 

Toussaint 1 1 2 2 3 2 

Milwaukee 

Woodruff W,11-3 61^ 5 112 7 

Jeffress '73 0 0 0 0 0 

J.Jackson 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Br.Wilson pitched to 2 batters in the 
5th HBP-by Toussaint (Aguilar). WP— 
Blevins. T-3:29. A-31,599 (41,900). 

Pirates 3, Cardinals 1 

Pittsburgh St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Frzer2b 4 0 0 0 EdmanSb 4 0 0 0 

B. RynId rf 3 0 0 0 DeJong ss 4 0 0 0 

S.Martecf 3 110 GIdschm lb 4 0 0 0 

Bell lb 4 110 O'Neill If 4 0 2 0 

Moran 3b 4 0 11 De.FwIrrf 4 0 10 

C. DckrsIf 1110 Wong 2b 2 0 0 0 

Newman ss 4 0 1 2 Munoz ph 10 0 0 

EI.Diazc 4 0 0 0 Wietersc 2 0 0 0 

Agrazal p 2 0 0 0 Bader cf 2 110 

Ri.Rdrip 0 0 0 0 Flherty p 2 0 11 

Me.Cbrrph 1 0 0 0 J.Mrtinph 10 0 0 
Lirianop 0 0 0 0 Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 

F.Vazqzp 0 0 0 0 C.Mrtinp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 3 5 3 Totals 30 1 5 1 

Pittsburgh 000 010 002-3 

St. Louis 000 010 000-1 

E-S.Marte (3). DP-Pittsburgh 1, St. 
Louis 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 5. 
2B-C.Dickerson (13), De.Fowler (11), 
Bader (10), Flaherty (3). SB-Bader (5). 
CS-S.Marte (3), Newman (3), Flaherty 
( 1 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Agrazal 6 5 113 0 

Ri.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 0 

LirianoW,4-l 1 0 0 0 0 1 

F.Vazquez S,21-22 1 0 0 0 0 2 

St. Louis 

Flaherty 7 3 113 8 

Gallegos 1 0 0 0 0 1 

C.Martinez L,2-l 1 2 2 2 1 0 

Agrazal pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
HBP-by C.Martinez (S.Marte). T-3:04. 
A-43,777 (45,538). 

Cubs 4, Reds 3 (10) 

Cincinnati Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Winker If 3 0 0 0 Schwrbrif 5 111 

R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 J.Baezss 4 0 10 

Vottolo 5 0 10 Bryant 3b 4 12 1 

E. SarezSb 5 111 Rizzo lb 3 12 0 

Puigrf 4 10 0 R.Grcia2b 4 12 2 

Detrich 2b 110 0 Heyward rf 4 0 0 0 
Stphnsnp 0 0 0 0 AlmrJrcf 4 0 10 

Ervin If 10 10 MIdnadoc 4 0 0 0 

Senzelcf 5 0 2 1 Mills p 2 0 0 0 

Perazass-2b4 0 11 Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 

DScIfni p 3 0 10 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Wa.PrIt p 0 0 0 0 Dscalso ph 1 0 0 0 

Hughes p 0 0 0 0 Kimbrel p 0 0 0 0 

Gennett2b 10 10 Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

Lrenzen pr 0 0 0 0 Cratini ph 10 0 0 

J. lgissss 0 0 0 0 

K. Frmerc 4 0 0 0 

Totals 36 3 8 3 Totals 36 4 9 4 

Cincinnati 300 000 000 0-3 

Chicago 020 001 000 1-4 

DP—Cincinnati 1, Chicago 1. LOB— 

Cincinnati 9, Chicago 5. 2B-Votto (19), 
Peraza (9), Rizzo (20). HR-E.Suarez (23), 
Schwarber (21), Bryant (19), R.Garcia (3). 


IP H R ER BB SO 


u ociiwaiuer Dij 

0 SB—Lorenzen (3). 


DeSclafani m 4 3 3 1 4 

Wa.Peralta % 1 0 0 0 1 

Hughes 1'73 2 0 0 0 1 

Stephenson % 1 0000 

R.lglesias L,2-8 1 1110 2 

Chicago 

Mills 6 5 3 3 1 6 

Kintzler 1 10001 

Strop 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kimbrel 1 10 0 11 

CishekW,3-5 1 1 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Mills (Puig), by Mills (Dietri¬ 
ch), by Mills (Winker), by Mills (Dietrich). 
WP-Cishek. T-3:31. A-39,788 (41,649). 
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BASKETBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

WNBA suspends Williams 

Sparks guard to miss 10 games for domestic violence incident 



Nick Wass/AP 


The Washington Capitals re-signed winger Jakub Vrana to a $6.7 
million, two-year contract. Vrana had been a restricted free agent. 

Briefly 

Caps re-sign winger 
Vrana in 2-year deal 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Los Angeles 
Sparks guard Riquna Williams 
was suspended without pay by the 
WNBA on Tuesday for 10 games 
— nearly a third of the season — 
for a domestic violence incident. 

Williams was arrested on April 
29 and charged with two felony 
counts, one involving the assault 
of an individual with whom she 
was in a relationship and the other 
involving a threat to another per¬ 
son with a firearm. Her criminal 
case is ongoing. 

The WNBA said it conducted 
its own investigation, including 
interviews with Williams and 
several witnesses, and consulted 
with a panel of experts in the 
field of domestic violence. Among 
other factors, the league said it 
took into account the nature and 
seriousness of the allegations, 
including the involvement of a 
gun. The WNBA also will re¬ 
quire Williams to participate in 
counseling. 

“As an organization, we abhor 
violence of any kind and specifi¬ 
cally take domestic violence al¬ 
legations very seriously,” the 
Sparks said in a statement. “We 


will provide whatever resources 
we are allowed to help Riquna 
learn and grow from this unfor¬ 
tunate situation.” 

The union said it would file a 
grievance on Williams’ behalf 

“We are disappointed with the 
league’s actions. There is an on¬ 
going criminal proceeding and in 
fairness to the player, the league 
could have and should have await¬ 
ed its completion before taking 
any action,” said Terri Jackson, 
executive director of the union. 

“Riquna has not had a fair op¬ 
portunity to fully defend her¬ 
self We are immediately filing a 
grievance and will seek the arbi¬ 
trator’s review.” 

The suspension, which sur¬ 
passed the seven games given to 
Brittney Griner and Glory John¬ 
son in 2015 for their domestic 
violence arrests, will begin with 
Thursday’s game against the Dal¬ 
las Wings. 

It’s not the longest in league 
history: The WNBA dismissed 
Rhonda Mapp, who also played 
for Los Angeles, in 2003 for vio¬ 
lating its drug policy. Mapp never 
returned after being suspended 
by the league for two years. 

According to an arrest report, 
Williams forced her way inside 


a Florida home and repeatedly 
struck Alkeria Davis in the head 
and pulled her hair on Dec. 6. 
Two men told Palm Beach Coun¬ 
ty sheriff’s deputies they spent 10 
minutes trying to break up the 
fight. When they finally sepa¬ 
rated the women, the 28-year-old 
Williams grabbed a gun from 
her car, placed it on the trunk 
and pointed it at one man, saying 
“you’ll get all 18” before speeding 
off, authorities said. 

Davis said she and Williams 
had been together on and off for 
five years and had broken up a 
month earlier. She told authori¬ 
ties she thought Williams was 
jealous but had never been violent 
in the past. 

Williams was booked on bur¬ 
glary and aggravated assault 
charges. 

The Sparks signed her on May 
15. The seventh-year player has 
started six games this season 
and is averaging 11.5 points. She 
had 23 points in Los Angeles’ last 
game, an overtime win over At¬ 
lanta on Sunday. 

Assuming she doesn’t appeal, 
Williams would return for the 
Sparks’ final eight games, start¬ 
ing against the Indiana Fever on 
Aug. 22. 


Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The 
Washington Capitals took care of 
their biggest remaining offseason 
priority Tuesday by re-signing 
winger Jakub Vrana to a $6.7 mil¬ 
lion, two-year contract. 

Vrana had been a restricted free 
agent and will count $3.35 million 
against the salary cap in each of 
the next two seasons. Locking 
him in at that price on a bridge 
deal could allow Washington to 
re-sign center Nicklas Backstrom 
and goaltender Braden Holtby be¬ 
fore either core player becomes a 
free agent next summer. 

The 23-year-old Vrana set ca¬ 
reer highs with 24 goals, 23 as¬ 
sists and 47 points last season. 
The 2014 first-round pick is a big 
piece of the Capitals trying to 
keep their championship window 
open after winning the Stanley 
Cup in 2018. 

“Jakub is a highly skilled play¬ 
er with a tremendous upside and 
is a big part of our future,” gen¬ 
eral manager Brian MacLellan 
said. “We are pleased with his 
development the past two sea¬ 
sons and are looking forward for 
him to continue to develop and 
reach his full potential with our 
organization.” 

Cap-strapped Washington still 
has to re-sign restricted free agent 
defenseman Christian Djoos and 
forward Chandler Stephenson 
— both have salary arbitration 
hearings scheduled. The Capitals 
have just under $1 million in cap 
space remaining. 

Expansion Seattle close 
to naming Francis GM 

SEATTLE — Seattle’s NHL ex¬ 
pansion team is close to an agree¬ 
ment with Hockey Hall of Earner 
Ron Francis to become its first 
general manager, a person with 
direct knowledge tells The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 


The person spoke on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity Tuesday be¬ 
cause the team had not made an 
announcement. 

The Seattle franchise is set to 
begin play in the 2021-22 season 
as the NHL’s 32nd team. 

After longtime Detroit GM 
Ken Holland went to Edmonton, 
adviser Dave Tippett left Seattle 
Hockey Partners LLC to become 
the Oilers coach, and Vegas’ Kelly 
McCrimmon and Columbus’ Bill 
Zito got promotions, there was a 
limited pool of experienced NHL 
executives. 

The 56-year-old has been in 
hockey operations since shortly 
after the end of his Hall of Fame 
playing career. All of that time 
has come with the Carolina Hur¬ 
ricanes, including four seasons as 
their GM. 

Ewan posts stage win, 
Alaphilippe keeps yellow 

TOULOUSE, France — Tour 
de France debutant Caleb Ewan 
sprinted to victory in Stage 11 
on Wednesday, while French¬ 
man Julian Alaphilippe kept the 
race leader’s yellow jersey a day 
before the race enters the high 
mountains. 

Ewan, a 25-year-old Austra¬ 
lian, edged fellow sprinter Dylan 
Groenewegen by a tire’s width 
and was awarded the victory 
after a photo finish. Elia Viviani 
placed third. 

On a transition day without big 
difficulties, the main favorites 
did not take any risks and there 
were no significant changes in 
the overall standings. But there 
was a crash about 30 kilometers 
from the finish line that left Niki 
Terpstra with a suspected collar¬ 
bone fracture and took him out 
of the race. Overall contenders 
Nairo Quintana and Richie Porte 
were also involved in the pile-up 
but got back on their bikes. 


Oubre re-signs with overhauled Suns 


By Jose M. Romero 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Forward Kelly Oubre Jr. re-signed 
with the Phoenix Suns on Tuesday. The team said it 
was a multiyear deal. 

Oubre returns to a new-look roster that includes 
star Devin Booker and second-year center Deandre 
Ayton, plus point guard Ricky Rubio. The Suns also 
added power forward Dario Saric and center Aron 
Baynes via trades, and drafted Cameron Johnson 
with the 11th overall pick last month. 

“We added at the positions of need for us, point 
guard and power forward,” Suns general manager 
James Jones said. “And we kept our core guys intact. 
I think you had a glimpse of what we can become 
at the end of last season. Kelly was a big reason for 
our turnaround. We’re just excited to have him back 
with us.” 

Oubre was acquired in a trade with the Washing¬ 
ton Wizards for veteran Trevor Ariza last Decem¬ 
ber. He averaged 16.9 points and 4.9 rebounds in 40 
games with the Suns to go with his energy on de¬ 
fense. The four-year pro led the NBA in steals per 
game with 2.1 after the All-Star break, to go with 
20.2 points and 5.7 rebounds. 

“Right now I’m a Phoenix Sun, and I’m excited to 
get better every day with the group of guys that we 
have,” the 23-year-old Oubre said. “At the end of the 
day. I’m super excited about where we’re going and 
where we’re going to be. The sky’s the limit for us. 

“The numbers don’t lie,” he added. “You see how 
my game evolved when I got here and it happened 
the right way. Nothing was given to me.” 

The Suns made it a priority to retain Oubre, who 
became a fan favorite for his hustling style of play 
and all-around game in what was another down 
season. 

Oubre underwent a minor thumb procedure on 
March 22 and didn’t play the rest of the season. 

“Defensively he’s one of the guys in the league that 
fits today’s game and even past eras of basketball,” 
new Suns head coach Monty Williams said. “For me 
it’s a level of comfort to have somebody who has ex¬ 
perience but still has room to improve.” 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Kelly Oubre Jr. answers a question during a news 
conference after re-signing with the Suns. 

Oubre and Ayton came up with “Valley Boyz”, a 
name they gave themselves and their teammates 
that has caught on via social media with Suns fans. 
He’s since trademarked the phrase and hopes the 
brand can continue to rally support for the team. 

“It’s a family. It’s going to grow organically,” 
Oubre said. “I can’t force it to grow. It’s been a beau¬ 
tiful thing to see, man, because that’s the whole city 
of Phoenix.” 

Williams said Rubio’s job will be to manage the 
game from the point guard spot. The veteran from 
Spain started his career with the Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves and spent the past two seasons with the 
Utah Jazz. 

“We have a guy in Ricky that’s going to make ev¬ 
erybody more efficient than they have been,” Wil¬ 
liams said. “When we get stops, I don’t want to have 
to call plays, and I think when you have a point guard 
like Ricky and guys like Kelly who can get out and 
run and make plays, that’s something that’s going to 
allow me more freedom to sit back and let the guys 
develop our culture offensively.” 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/BRITISH OPEN 


Herman: Texas needs 
time before it’s ‘back’ 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Tom 
Herman knows that Texas is 
probably a bit ahead of schedule 
after 10 wins in his second season 
that included making the Big 12 
championship game and a Sugar 
Bowl victory. 

That doesn’t necessarily mean 
the Longhorns are back just yet. 

“We weren’t here to just have 
a really good season in Year 2,” 
Herman said Tuesday. “We were 
here to rebuild a program that’s 
capable of sustaining success, 
and we feel like we’re on the way 
there.” 

With junior quarterback Sam 
Ehlinger, the preseason Big 12 
offensive player of the year, the 
Longhorns are picked to again 
finish second in the league be¬ 
hind four-time defending cham¬ 
pion Oklahoma. 

The Longhorns won the Red 
River rivalry game at the State 
Fair of Texas last October. But 
the Sooners won the conference 
title game at the home stadium of 
the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys, where 
the two-day Big 12 media days 
wrapped up Tuesday and where 
the championship game will be 
played again in December. 

“When you take over a program 
that hadn’t won 10 or more games 
in a decade, and had gone through 
three straight losing seasons, 
there’s some work to be done, in 
terms of being able to sustain a 
level of success that everybody 
associated with Texas football ex¬ 
pects,” Herman said. “I was re¬ 
ally proud of our players for their 
buy-in level last season, and the 
results on the field showed that. 
It’s still a work in progress.” 

With four new coaches in the 
Big 12 this season, the biggest 
turnover in league history, only 
Oklahoma State’s Mike Gundy, 
TCU’s Gary Patterson and Iowa 
State’s Matt Campbell (going into 
his fourth season) have been in 
the league longer than Herman. 

After success outside the Power 
Five, two of the coaches featured 
on the final day are just getting 
started — Kansas State’s Chris 
Klieman and West Virginia’s 
Neal Brown. 

Brown, who took over the 
Mountaineers after Dana Hol- 
gorsen left for Houston, is coming 
off three consecutive 10-win sea¬ 
sons with bowl victories at Troy. 
He is returning to the Big 12, 
where he was Texas Tech’s offen¬ 
sive coordinator from 2010-12. 

Klieman was part of seven FCS 
championships the past eight sea¬ 
sons, including four in his five 
years as head coach at North 
Dakota State. He replaced the 
retired Bill Snyder, who won 215 
games in his 27 seasons. 

“What coach did at Kansas 
State was nothing short of re¬ 
markable and I’m going to feed 
off that,” Klieman said. “We have 
a great culture because of what 
coach did. I know I’m not going 
to fill his shoes. I’m just trying to 



David Kent/AP 


Texas head coach Tom 
Herman speaks during Big 12 
Conference football media day 
on Tuesday at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas. 

continue in his legacy, but doing it 
our own way.” 

Herman said he looks at Clem- 
son coach Dabo Swinney, whose 
Tigers have won two of the past 
three national championships. 
It was in Swinney’s eighth sea¬ 
son when the Tigers finally won 
a championship, in 2016, before 
beating Alabama again last sea¬ 
son. The last national champion¬ 
ship for Texas — the last for a Big 
12 team — was the 2005 season. 
Mack Brown’s eighth in Austin, 
though the Longhorns did get to 
another title game in 2009. 

“I’m not saying we’re setting the 
bar for seven years, but what I’m 
saying is we want to win champi¬ 
onships, and we want to win them 
now,” Herman said. “But we were 
brought here to rebuild a program 
and that takes time.” 

Ehlinger threw for 3,292 yards 
with 25 touchdowns and only five 
interceptions last season. He also 
ran for 16 scores. 

Criticism of Ehlinger from for¬ 
mer Oklahoma and Heisman Tro¬ 
phy-winning quarterback Baker 
Mayfield is one thing; it was dif¬ 
ferent when NFL Hall of Fame 
quarterback Terry Bradshaw re¬ 
cently told a group at Louisiana 
Tech, his alma mater, that Eh¬ 
linger “ain’t that good.” 

Herman and Ehlinger both 
downplayed the Bradshaw com¬ 
ment, though Herman said his 
quarterback loves to play with a 
chip on his shoulder. 

“I’m sure he’ll use this to crank 
it up a notch,” Herman said. 

Ehlinger was asked if it was 
something like out of a dream 
to be answering questions about 
Bradshaw. 

“I don’t know if this is a dream, 
to tell you the truth,” he told a 
crowd of reporters. “Regardless 
of what happens, to be in this situ¬ 
ation at the University of Texas is 
what I dreamed of It’s a blessing 
within itself” 



Jason Getz, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/TNS 

Adam Scott sought insight from Northern Ireland’s Darren Clarke ahead of the British Open at Royal 
Portmsh. Clarke obliged him with three rounds at the course leading up to the tournament. 


Scott charting the course 


Aussie takes week familiarizing himself with Royal Portrush terrain 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

PORTRUSH, Northern Ireland 
— Adam Scott already has spent 
seven days at Royal Portrush, 
three of them with Darren Clarke, 
and the advice was invaluable to 
the end. They stood off the 18th 
green Sunday as Scott listened 
intently to a British Open cham¬ 
pion whose game was forged on 
these links. 

How the course plays in differ¬ 
ent wind directions? 

Whether it’s worth hitting 
driver down the steep hill on the 
17th? 

No, this was where to spend 
the next few days away from the 
course, with the Bushmills Dis¬ 
tillery the leading option. 

“I’ve seen enough now,” Scott 
said. “I feel ready.” 

What he saw was better than he 
imagined. Royal Portrush hasn’t 
hosted golf’s oldest championship 
since 1951 and has a mystique 
except for the few who know it 
well. Clarke is on that list, having 
made Portrush his adopted home. 
Graeme McDowell is the only 
player who was raised in Por¬ 
trush. Rory Mcllroy is famous 
for the course record he set (61) 
at the North of Ireland Amateur 
when he was 16. 

It’s not usual for Scott to show 
up at the Open a full week ahead 
of time, as he did at Carnoustie a 
year ago. 

“I was a bit surprised, my first 
look, at how demanding a golf 
course it is,” Scott said. “Some¬ 
times on a links you can get away 
with wide shots. Here, you don’t. 
It’s so penal off the tee, no matter 
what you hit. If you start spraying 
it, there’s going to be reloading a 


lot. If the wind doesn’t blow, there 
will be less of that. It is a very, 
very strong golf course.” 

The strength of this Open might 
be the support. For the first time 
in 159 years of this championship, 
tickets for the competition days 
had to be purchased in advance 
(and since then, the same “all 
ticket” policy applied to Tuesday 
and Wednesday practice rounds). 
Tickets were even sold on Sunday, 
a rarity, and several grandstands 
along the back nine were filled. 

The largest crowd in the morn¬ 
ing made it clear that Tiger Woods 
was on site. Woods, who has not 
played since June 16 at the US. 
Open, arrived Sunday morning 
and played 18 holes with Patrick 
Reed. 

“Where’s Tiger?” one fan asked 
a marshal, and he was told to find 
the big gallery across the way at 
the 17th. 

Scott says Clarke gave him 
more than he could have wanted. 
He asked for a practice round, 
just to see how Clarke approached 
these links, and wound up playing 
three times with him. 

“He’s gone out of his way to 
spend way too much time with 
me,” Scott said. “I love watching 
how he plays the links he grew 
up on, to see what he thinks and 
how he navigates. He’s been in¬ 
credibly helpful. It’s nice to have 
a good level of comfort to go play 
the tournament.” 

The advantage of playing so 
much so early was seeing at least 
three different wind directions. 

“This is not the wind we will 
see,” Clarke said as they walked 
up to the 16th tee, a ferocious par 
3 known as “Calamity Corner,” 
and the name fits. It is 236 yards 
on the card, with a steep drop to 


the right of the green that can 
send a golf ball 50 feet below the 
green unless the thick grass holds 
it up. 

Scott hit 4-iron with a wee 
breeze at his back. He saw the 
traditional wind earlier in the 
week. He hit 3-wood. 

Clarke introduced him to the 
“Bobby Lockes,” a swale to the 
left of the green. Into a strong 
wind in the 1951 Open, Locke 
aimed left of the green all four 
fourds toward a walkway into the 
swale, and all four times got up- 
and-down for par. 

Clarke says he once had to 
smash driver when the wind was 
up. That begged the question: 
When it was blowing 40 mph in 
the rain, what was he doing out 
there? 

“In my younger days, I would 
be playing,” he said. “Now I would 
be at the bar.” 

Some three dozen players 
played on Sunday, some who 
missed the cut at the Scottish 
Open (Rickie Fowler, Kevin Kis- 
ner, Jimmy Walker). Others came 
over from Scotland later Sunday, 
or from the John Deere Classic in 
Illinois on Monday morning. 

On this day, with a blue sky and 
blue Atlantic Ocean and a lovely 
shade of green, it was ideal. 

“I haven’t played the tourna¬ 
ment yet, so you might want to 
ask again later Sunday,” Scott 
said. “But Muirfield is my favor¬ 
ite Open venue, and this is right 
up there as far as the quality of 
the golf course. The other thing it 
has going for it is it’s spectacular. 
There’s more elevation. You see 
the ocean, the dunes. Often you 
come into a links, you drive in and 
you don’t see anything but flat. 
Here, it’s a spectacular course.” 
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RORY MclLROY 

Age: 30. 

Country: Northern Ireland. 

World ranking: 3. 

Worldwide victories: 24. 

Majors: U.S. Open (2011), British 
Open (2014), PGA Championship 
(2012, 2014). 

2019 majors: Masters-T21, PGA 
Championship-T8, US 0pen-T9. 

British Open memory: Going wire- 
to-wire to win the claret jug at Royal 
Liverpool in 2014. 

Worth noting: He might feel more 
pressure at Royal Portrush playing 
before the home crowd than at the 
Masters going for the career Grand 
Slam. He holds the course record at 
Royal Portrush, a 61 he shot when he 
was 16. 


BROOKS KOEPKA 

Age: 29. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 1. 

Worldwide victories: 9. 

Majors: PGA Championship (2018, 
2019), U.S. Open (2017, 2018). 

2019 majors: Masters-T2, PGA Cham- 
pionship-1, US Open-2. 

British Open memory: Stopping 
play at St. Andrews when the wind 
was blowing so hard that golf balls 
wouldn’t stay put on the green. 

Worth noting: In his last four 
majors, he has won twice and was 
runner-up twice. The British Open is 
the one major where he has not con¬ 
tended, which might be all he needs 
to hear. 


TIGER WOODS 

Age: 43. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 5. 

Worldwide victories: 92. 

Majors: Masters (1997, 2001, 

2002, 2005, 2019), U.S. Open 
(2000, 2002, 2008), British Open 
(2000, 2005, 2006), PGA Champi¬ 
onship (1999, 2000, 2006, 2007). 
2019 majors: Masters-1, PGA 
Championship-Cut, US Open-T21. 
British Open memory: Completing 
the career Grand Slam at St. Andrews 
with an eight-shot victory at age 24. 
Worth noting: Woods has played 
only three times and 10 competitive 
rounds since he won the Masters. 

This will be the second time this year 
he has a four-week break going into a 
major. The other was before the PGA 
Championship, where he missed the 
cut. 


DUSTIN JOHNSON 

Age: 35. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 2. 

Worldwide victories: 21. 

Majors: U.S. Open (2016). 

2019 majors: Masters-T2, PGA 
Championship-2, US 0pen-T35. 
British Open memory: Having the 
36-hole lead at St. Andrews in 2015 
until a 75-75 finish. 

Worth noting: He now has the 
career Grand Slam of runner-up 
finishes after he was second to Brooks 
Koepka at the PGA Championship. Is 
the undisputed best player in golf with 
only one major. 


JORDAN SPIETH 

Age: 25. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 36. 

Worldwide victories: 14. 

Majors: Masters (2015), U.S. Open 
(2015), British Open (2017). 

2019 majors: Masters-T21, PGA 
Championship-T3, US Open-T65. 
British Open memory: His birdie- 
eagle-birdie-birdie-par finish to win at 
Royal Birkdale. 

Worth noting: The British Open 
marks the two-year anniversary of 
his last victory. Whatever progress he 
was making was stalled by a 73-76 
finish at the U.S. Open and a missed 
cut the following week at the Travelers 
Championship. 



GARY WOODLAND 

Age: 35. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 12. 

Worldwide victories: 4. 

Majors: U.S. Open (2019). 

2019 majors: Masters-T32, PGA 
Championship-T8, US Open-1. 
British Open memory: Playing the 
13th at Royal St. George’s in 2013 
in wind that blew the rain sideways, 
and the amazed look on his face to 
see members at adjacent Prince’s Golf 
Club playing for fun. 

Worth noting: He has never finished 
better than 12th at the British Open. 
It’s also the only major where he’s 
never missed the cut. Will try to 
become only the seventh player to win 
the U.S. Open and British Open in the 
same year. 



JUSTIN ROSE 

Age: 39. 

Country: England. 

World ranking: 4. 

Worldwide victories: 22. 

Majors: U.S. Open (2013). 

2019 majors: Masters-Cut, PGA 
Championship-T29, US 0pen-T3. 
British Open memory: Holing a 
chip on the final hole at Royal Birkdale 
in 1998 to tie for fourth as an 18- 
year-old amateur. 

Worth noting: He went from making 
the cut on the number to a runner-up 
finish at the British Open last year. He 
won at Torrey Pines and has a pair of 
third-place finishes. But he has yet to 
post back-to-back top 10s in stroke 
play this year. 



RICKIE FOWLER 

Age: 30. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 14. 

Worldwide victories: 9. 

Majors: None. 

2019 majors: Masters-T9, PGA 
Championship-T36, US 0pen-T43. 
British Open memory: Playing in 
the final group with Rory Mcliroy at 
Royal Liverpool in 2014. 

Worth noting: He has made the cut 
in 13 consecutive majors, the longest 
active streak in golf. But he hasn’t con¬ 
tended in a major since his runner-up 
finish at the Masters last year. He has 
only two top 10s in the British Open. 



ADAM SCOTT 

Age: 38. 

Country: Australia. 

World ranking: 17. 

Worldwide victories: 27. 

Majors: Masters (2013). 

2019 majors: Masters-T18, PGA 
Championship-T8, US 0pen-T7. 
British Open memory: Losing a 
four-shot lead with four holes to play 
at Royal Lytham & St. Annes in a run¬ 
ner-up finish to Ernie Els in 2012. 
Worth noting: He now has gone 71 
tournaments over the last three years 
since his last victory. He has been run¬ 
ner-up twice this year, at Torrey Pines 
and the Memorial, and he has played 
some of his best golf in the majors. 



XANDER SCHAUFFELE 

Age: 25. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 11. 

Worldwide victories: 4. 

Majors: None. 

2019 majors: Masters-T2, PGA 
Championship-T16, US 0pen-T3. 
British Open memory: Sharing the 
54-hole lead at Carnoustie last year. 
Worth noting: His four victories in 
three years on the PGA Tour include 
a World Golf Championship (HSBC 
Champions) and the Tour Champion¬ 
ship. He was among those with a 
share of the lead on the back nine at 
the Masters. He has finished in the 
top 10 in five of the 10 majors he has 
played. 

— Associated Press 


Expert: Koepka has excelled the last two years with Elliott carrying his bag 


FROM BACK PAGE 

miss it. The spots to come in from, with dif¬ 
ferent hole locations and different winds.” 

Elliott grew up in Portrush, and grew up 
playing at Royal Portrush. The pair start¬ 
ed working together shortly after the 2013 
British Open, when Phil Mickelson won at 
Muirfield. 

“We had about a 30-minute phone con¬ 
versation. I liked the way he went about 
things,” Koepka said Tuesday. “He was 
kind of light. He was joking on the phone. 
And that’s somebody I want. I want some¬ 
body that’s not going to be so focused in all 
the time. My personality, I laugh and joke 


on the golf course. I know it doesn’t look 
like it, but the camera is not on us all the 
time. He’s pretty laid back.” 

Koepka has excelled over the last couple 
of years with Elliott on his bag, particu¬ 
larly at the m^or tournaments. After win¬ 
ning his second straight U.S. Open title last 
year, Koepka won his second straight PGA 
Championship this year. And he didn’t do 
badly at the other two m^ors this season 
either, finishing second at the Masters and 
at the U.S. Open. 

“The whole reason I show up is to win. 
That’s what I’m trying to do,” Koepka said 
of his m^or results. “It’s incredible. But at 


the same time, it’s been quite disappoint¬ 
ing, you know? Finishing second sucks. It 
really does.” 

Tiger Woods, the one who edged Koepka 
to win this year’s Masters, came to North¬ 
ern Ireland looking for a little local knowl¬ 
edge. He said he texted Koepka, hoping to 
get some advice on the course. 

“What he’s done in the last four mqjor 
championships has been just unbeliev¬ 
able. To be so consistent, so solid. He’s 
been in contention to win each and every 
m^or championship,” Woods said. “And I 
said, ‘Hey, dude, do you mind if I tag along 
and play a practice round?’ I’ve heard 


nothing.” 

Koepka will play his first two rounds 
at Royal Portrush alongside 2010 Brit¬ 
ish Open champion Louis Oosthuizen and 
Shubhankar Sharma. 

With his trust in his own ability to de¬ 
liver the big shots and his trust in his cad¬ 
die’s ability to deliver that little bit of extra 
insight on a course that hasn’t hosted the 
British Open since 1951, Koepka is on the 
short list of favorites this week. 

“Definitely have a little bit more confi¬ 
dence having him on the bag this week,” 
Koepka said of Elliott, “knowing this golf 
course so well.” 
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Christiaan Bezuidenhout plays a shot to the third green during a practice round on Tuesday before the 
British Open at Royal POrtrush in Northern Ireland. Bezuidenhout’s career went off track in 2014 when 
he failed a doping test at the course. He was on beta blockers to cope with severe anxiety. 


Bezuidenhout gets ‘revenge’ 


By Steve Douglas 
Associated Press 

PORTRUSH, Northern Ireland — From devel¬ 
oping a stutter and anxiety issues after drinking 
rat poison as a toddler to getting banned from golf 
for taking beta blockers, Christiaan Bezuidenhout 
has overcome plenty on the way to his first m^or 
championship. 

It has been quite the journey to the British Open 
for the 25-year-old South African. That it takes place 
at Royal Portrush brings so much of it back. 

“It almost feels like revenge,” Bezuidenhout said. 

It was at Royal Portrush where he took a doping 
test during the British Amateur in 2014 that briefly 
sent his career off track. 

Bezuidenhout was taking prescribed beta block¬ 
ers at the time to cope with a severe case of anxi¬ 
ety brought on by a stutter, which made him scared 
to answer the phone or simply answer a question. 
He was depressed and “basically living in my own 
world.” 

He had been dealing with the affliction ever since 
he was 2, when he picked up a soda bottle in the 
street and drank from it, unaware it contained rat 
poison. He had to get his stomach pumped, but the 
poison affected his nervous system and gave him a 
stutter. 

Two months after that doping test in 2014, the re¬ 
sults came back positive and he was banned for two 
years by the International Golf Federation. He was 
inconsolable, even saying he felt like his “life was 
over.” 

“I don’t have great memories from here,” Be¬ 
zuidenhout said just off the 18th green at the end of 
a practice round at Royal Portrush. “But it’s actu¬ 
ally a story that can inspire people to follow their 
dreams.” 

Bezuidenhout got the ban reduced to nine months 
after it was determined he hadn’t used beta block¬ 
ers to enhance his performance. He turned pro in 
2015, earned his European Tour card in 2017, and 
won his first tournament at the Andalucia Masters 
at Valderrama in June. 

It qualified him for the British Open. Perhaps it 
was destiny that it will be staged at Royal Portrush, 
which hasn’t hosted golf’s oldest m^or since 1951. 

“It’s weird,” he said. “When I was walking down 
the 18th at Valderrama and it was pretty much done, 
I thought. This will be revenge for me for what hap- 


' rat’s 

actually a 
story that 
can inspire 
people to 
follow their 
dreams. ^ 

Christiaan 
Bezuidenhout 

Pro golfer 

Bezuidenhout was the 93rd player to join the 
Ernie Els Fancourt Foundation, set up in 1999 to 
help develop talented young golfers from families of 
limited resources and get them playing tournament 
golf. He was in the foundation for seven years and 
became close to Els. 

“He supported me throughout the whole ban and 
the people working for him helped me through it,” 
Bezuidenhout said. “He phoned me once a week just 
to encourage me to keep on going. Every time I see 
him, we will go out and play.” 

So it was no surprise to see Els and Bezuidenhout 
playing a practice round together at Royal Portrush 
on Monday. 

After a few words of advice from Els, Bezuiden¬ 
hout dropped himself into a greenside bunker at the 
par-417th hole and splashed his ball out and straight 
into the hole. Els looked at him and nodded. 

As Bezuidenhout followed Els to the 18th tee, they 
both stopped to sign autograph books and soccer 
balls. 

Bezuidenhout, ranked No. 140, said he is deter¬ 
mined to enjoy himself this week with his caddie, 
Zack Raswego, who was on the bag for Louis Oost- 
huizen when he won the British Open at St. Andrew’s 
in 2010. 

After the issues early in his golfing career, Be¬ 
zuidenhout sees this as his second chance. 

“It doesn’t matter how difficult something is, you 
can always turn a situation around,” he said. “I think 
it has helped me to become a better person and not 
to take the small things for granted in life. Being a 
better person on the course also helps. I just enjoy 
doing something I love.” 


pened five years ago.’ It is 
quite funny but it’s nice to be 
back. Hopefully I can make 
better memories than five 
years ago.” 

Bezuidenhout doesn’t take 
anything to combat his stutter 
now. He is more accepting of 
it, and is more confident giv¬ 
ing interviews. 

“That’s who I am,” he said. 

Certain people have helped 
him along the way. His family, 
of course, but also Ernie Els, 
the most famous South Afri¬ 
can golfer of this generation. 


End of 'Troubles' 
brings Open back 

Northern Ireland gets first major since 1951 


By Tim Dahlberg 

Associated Press 

PORTRUSH, Northern Ireland 

— Darren Clarke was a teenager 
working at a bar in his hometown 
of Dungannon when the call came 
in. 

The message was simple: Get 
out or get killed. 

It was a few days before Christ¬ 
mas in 1986 and Northern Ireland 
was at war with itself — and by 
proxy, the government in London. 
“The Troubles,” as they are eu¬ 
phemistically known here, were 
raging and no one knew who the 
next target would be. 

Clarke and his fellow workers 
took heed and got out. 

“The bomb scare at 8:30, ev¬ 
erybody out, bomb went off at 
9:00,” Clarke said, “and the place 
was flattened.” 

Clarke recalled the close es¬ 
cape this week amid prepara¬ 
tions for a home British Open he 
thought he would never see. The 
Open is back in Northern Ireland 
for the first time in 68 years, and 
Clarke will step up to the first tee 
early Thursday morning and hit 
the first shot. 

As with anyone who grew up 
around here during the time, 
though. The Troubles are never 
far from his mind. 

“That was life in Northern Ire¬ 
land. Bombs were going off quite 
frequently,” Clarke said. “And a 
lot of people, unfortunately, paid 
a heavy penalty for being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.” 

The Troubles that killed more 
than 3,700 people have largely 
ended, thanks to the Good Fri¬ 
day peace agreement in 1998. 
Still, tensions between unionists, 
mostly Protestant, and Roman 
Catholic supporters of a united 
Ireland still simmer beneath the 
surface and there are occasional 
incidents like the shooting death 
earlier this year of journalist 
Lyra McKee during rioting in 
Londonderry. 

But with prodding from Clarke 

— the 2011 Open champion 

— and some others, the R&A felt 
comfortable enough to bring the 
tournament back to Royal Por¬ 
trush, where it was last held in 
1951 — the only time it had ever 
been played in Northern Ireland. 

And with more than 200,000 
fans expected to flood the course 
before play ends Sunday, the 
focus for both them and Clarke is 
now on golf. 

“It goes without saying, it’s a 
huge thing to have it back here in 
Northern Ireland again,” Clarke 
said. “It’s going to be an amazing 
tournament. The atmosphere is 
going to be sensational.” 

Indeed, the atmosphere might 
already be ahead of projec¬ 
tions, with fans streaming out of 
the nearby train station to get a 
glimpse of their favorite players 


in Tuesday’s practice round. In 
between they could look at the 
spectacular vistas that spread 
for miles from the links course 
perched on a cliff overlooking the 
sea. 

It’s a bucolic setting that be¬ 
lies the violence that is mostly 
past. And it’s an important way to 
spread the idea that Northern Ire¬ 
land is not only the home of mqjor 
champions like Clarke, Rory Mc- 
Ilroy and Graeme McDowell, but 
some of the best golf courses in 
the world. 

It’s also a way to show the world 
that Northern Ireland is moving 
on from its past. 

“We want people to think of 
Northern Ireland and immedi¬ 
ately then think of golf,” Peter 
Robinson, the then-deputy first 
minister of Northern Ireland, 
said when the tournament was 
announced five years ago. “Those 
are the positives from a Northern 
Ireland point of view.” 

The golf, at least at Royal Por¬ 
trush, could be as spectacular as 
the views. This is a British Open 
with a little of everything for golf 
fans, from Tiger Woods trying for 
another mqjor to Mcllroy, Mc¬ 
Dowell or even the 50-year-old 
Clarke winning on home soil. 

Quite a change from 1951 when 
an Englishman named Max 
Faulkner, who spent one winter 
milking cows to strengthen his 
golfing hands, won an Open that 
only two Americans bothered to 
enter. But one thing that hasn’t 
changed all that much is a golf 
course as pleasing to see as it is 
to play. 

“The thing about Royal Por¬ 
trush, it’s a fair golf course,” 
Clarke said. “If you play well 
around Portrush you should have 
the opportunity to score well. If 
you’re missing too many shots 
you’re not going to get around 
Portrush, and that’s the way it 
is.” 

Still, to a newcomer there 
seems to be an increased po¬ 
lice presence outside the course 
compared to other Opens. There 
are signs posted that warn plain¬ 
clothes officers are around, too, 
should anyone contemplate any¬ 
thing nefarious. 

But to Clarke things seem far 
different from when he was grow¬ 
ing up playing rugby and soccer 
nearby. The course he played 
most in Dungannon, he said, was 
probably the most bombed club¬ 
house in Northern Ireland for a 
time. 

“I had friends and relatives 
who were murdered, all sorts of 
bits and pieces,” Clark told the 
Daily Mail last week. “It just 
happened.” 

Tim Dahlberg is a national sports col¬ 
umnist for The Associated Press. Write 
to him attdahibergiaap.org 
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Not there yet 

Herman says 10-win season doesn’t mean 
Longhorns are ‘back’» college football, Page 29 



Harper's 2-run double rallies Philadelphia » MLB, Page 26 














